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Razavi Culture, rooted in the teachings of Imam Reza (A.S.) and the
knowledge of the Ahl al-Bayt, is one of the most valuable aspects of Is-
lamic and Shia culture, playing a crucial role in shaping the religious and
social identity of Muslims, especially Shia. In this regard, this study aims
to examine the causes and strategies behind the distancing from Razavi
culture among some Iranian citizens and its consequences, analyzing the
phenomenon from the perspective of cultural and religious theories. For
this purpose, the qualitative method and Strauss and Corbin’s grounded
theory approach were employed. The necessary data were collected from
in-depth interviews with 25 individuals from different groups in the city
of Tabriz. The results of the research indicate that the focused codes for
causal conditions include factors such as social transformation, the decline
of institutional legitimacy, secularism discourse, and cultural colonization.
In the section on contextual conditions, structural economic crises, cultural
pluralism, the collapse of the epistemic system, and instability in the family
education system were identified as key contexts. The intervening codes
refer to the role of ideological conflicts, a rupture in epistemic mediation,
the haste in global integration, and the consumerist information market.
Finally, considering two strategies of acceptance and resistance by soci-
ety, which were presented as individual reactions to this phenomenon, the
consequences of distancing from Razavi culture manifested as a legitimacy
crisis, nationalism and ethnocentrism, social-political divergence, decline
in soft power, secularization of political discourse, collapse of normative
order, identity vacuum, erosion of social solidarity, identity entropy, and
disintegration of the educational structure.
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Grounded Theory Method.
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Introduction

In this study, to find a wider understanding of the factors behind some individuals
distancing themselves from Razavi culture, one can apply diverse theories. Human
nature moves toward seeking the truth and spirituality—that is the very specific the-
ory by Allameh Tabataba’i in his works in 1995 and by Martyr Motahhari in 1994.
In this research, alienation from Razavi culture might be viewed as a deviation from
divine nature and a natural course of humanity in its quest for the divine. Negative
social, economic, and ideological consequences are causal conditions. Conversely,
the Islamic community theory by Ayatollah Sadr’s (1983) emphasized the need for
Muslim unity and solidarity so much that divergences at social and cultural levels
could weaken unity and reduce acceptance of Razavi culture. In this case, weakening
social cohesion can be considered as a background condition for the purposes of this
analysis.

Moreover, the social justice theory of Sayyid Qutb (1982) and Martyr Motahhari (1994)
in treating social and economic inequalities reveal their impacts on feelings of injustice
and distancing from religious cultures. Concepts related to social inequalities and injus-
tices might be considered as being key factors in analyzing the distancing from Razavi
culture. Regarding the Islamic epistemology, Ayatollah Javadi Amoli (2011) has put for-
ward that correct knowledge is important from Islamic perspectives and indicates that
changes in the epistemological systems can weaken the religious and cultural values. All
these changes of causal conditions can be considered as influential factors in the distanc-
ing from Razavi culture.

Finally, this research agrees with the Western theories of modernization and seculariza-
tion as enunciated by Huntington, (1999), and Wilson, (2013) that indicate that moder-
nity and globalization pressures can threaten traditional and religious cultures. That is,
the theory of Gramsci (2015) about cultural hegemony is dominated by the prevailing
cultural groups and how these impact transforming religious values, while the value
systems theory of Inglehart (2011) focus on changing value systems and its influences
on social behavior that can explain many causal codes, particularly this research’s core
code. Besides, Said (1995) in his theory of cultural imperialism talks about foreign pow-
ers and the impact on native cultures, which can arguably be added as a major variable
in analyzing distancing from Razavi culture. The analyses thus go ahead to provide an
understanding of how the various theories interrelate with causal, contextual, and inter-
vening conditions and what impact they have on distancing from Razavi culture.

Since the weakening of Razavi culture in society is perceived, people react by accepting
or resisting through two different ways: 1) acceptance strategies; this refers to the ways
of people or social groups in how they adjust to the cultural and social changes. Exam-
ples are through processes like cultural assimilation, adaptation to the dominant dis-
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course, and internalization of new values. In the case of multiple factors that may weak-
en the Razavi culture, such as media hegemony, the extension and spread of secularist
discourse, and instability within family educational systems, most people start accepting
and internalizing such emerging values instead of resisting these changes. These groups
or individuals perhaps accommodate to a dominant culture in various ways to keep their
social status, psychological security, or even enforce conformity to their surrounding en-
vironment. While these strategies of acceptance can make an individual comfortable in a
new environment, in time it can result in much deeper changes of personal and collective
identity and further weaken traditional culture.

On the other hand, resistance strategies refer to the ways in which individuals or social
groups make use of measures for protecting their identity and values in the face of cultur-
al and social changes. Those strategies can include those to maintain and strengthen local
identities, to return to traditional values, and to protect themselves from the onslaught of
cultural influence. When culture is weakened due to the pressures of globalization, the
hegemony of media, or the expansion of secular discourses, some segments of society
in Razavi perceive the threat. Such resistance may take such forms as stressing religious
teachings, fostering local values, and organizing social or cultural groups to safeguard
Razavi culture. Besides maintaining identity and values in a traditional manner, the strat-
egies of resistance could also bring about a sense of social coherence among the resisters.
Such resistances become crucially important for effectively counteracting hegemonic
processes and for the prevention of cultural decline.

The implications of the weakened Razavi culture for social, cultural, and political di-
mensions are wide-ranging and complicated. These implications interact with each other,
creating the basis for the in-depth analysis of structural and semantic changes. It seems
that the implications of the weakened Razavi culture can be explained within several key
areas. For instance, one of the main implications brought by the collapse of normative
order is the weakening of Razavi culture. The Razavi culture used to act as the system
of norms for society, identifying social rules and norms. With the weakening of this cul-
ture, the existing normative order becomes disturbed, and the search for new rules and
norms starts, which may bring a possible risk of social instability and confusion of the
social structure. One in such situation faces uncertainty not only concerning proper and
improper behavior but also only amplifies anti-social phenomena and social deviations.

Identity voids and spiritual crises are further by-products of the weakening of Razavi
culture. The process happens gradually: when religious and spiritual culture weakens,
it throws people into identity crises, with confusion and detachment regarding identity.
Identity vacuums of this type can let loose spiritual crises in which the persons experi-
ence deeper crises in respect of the meaning of life and place in society. This leads to
increased anxiety and depression in society. Reduced social cohesion and the entropy of



Cultural Transformation and Its Impacts on Razavi Culture: A Study Based on Grounded Theory 10

identity are other consequences of weakened Razavi culture. When the binding power
of Razavi culture weakens, social bonding and cohesion among members of that society
diminish. This brings about the entropy of identity, in which individual and collective
identities both become unstable and very fragile. This entropy can result in individualism
and weak social coherence, leading to a weak sense of belonging to society and social
collectivities.

The collapse of the educational structure, as well as the institutionalization of values, are
other results of weakening Razavi culture. Educational institutions, which have been so-
cialized under the Razavi culture, would crumble with its weakening, and this reduction
in the influence of educational institutions may result in a weakening ability to transmit
cultural and religious values. The present institutionalization of the values developing
and keeping cultural and social values is in crisis, while people do not hesitate to drift
towards new non-native values. Other important results of the erosion of Razavi culture
are the escalation of crises of legitimacy and growing nationalism and ethnicism. If the
impact of Razavi culture weakens, the crises of legitimacy in religious and governmental
institutions may bring about the decrease of public credibility and reduction of efficacy.
It is such a loss of legitimacy that could well pave the way for the rise of nationalism and
ethnicism as people look for surrogate identities and legitimacy in national and ethnic
affiliations.

Other impacts of the decline of Razavi culture are social-political divergence, as well
as a reduction of soft power on the international stage. Social political divergence is yet
another outcome of the weakening of Razavi culture. What this means is that, as social
and cultural cohesion is lessened, society will move towards social-political divergence,
which can increase inner tensions and reduce national integrity. In addition to this, the
undermining of religious culture, including Razavi culture that is taken as one of the
sources of soft power for the country at the international level, goes on to make a con-
siderable decline in the Persian Republic’s soft power on the global level and reduce its
diplomatic influence.

Another serious consequence of the weakening of Razavi culture is the secularization of
political discourses in the country. The greater this influence or power of Razavi culture,
the more political discourses move to secularization. All religious and spiritual matters
can be said to totally be stripped from politics and public policy-making at this juncture.
Secularization may even bring about fundamental changes in the structure and orienta-
tion of the society and politics. It may also weaken all the cultural and religious roots
relevant to the policy. Generally, the weakening of Razavi culture lies in more complex
and deeper consequences in social and cultural life overall that can drive into the vast
structural changes of society. These changes are not only limited with the internal ones
but can bring huge international implications.
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Islamic architecture and its associated decorative arts occupy a position of
paramount importance within the broader spectrum of Islamic heritage, ow-
ing to their monumental scale and durability. A diverse array of visual arts—
including geometric design, calligraphy, mirror work (ayineh-kari), and plas-
terwork (gach-bori)—are integrated into the architecture of religious sites,
serving as a profound medium for expressing fundamental Islamic doctrines,
most notably the concept of Tawhid (Monotheism). This study explores the
ornamentations within the Holy Shrine of Imam Reza (AS), investigating
how these artistic elements convey the concept of monotheism and influ-
ence the spiritual perception of visitors. Utilizing a descriptive-analytical
methodology combined with field documentation, the research examines the
nexus between architectural decoration and the reinforcement of Tawhid in
the believers’ faith. The findings suggest that the ornamentations adorning
the exterior fagades, courtyards, minarets, domes, columns, and interior sur-
faces—such as mirror work and epigraphic inscriptions—transcend mere aes-
thetic appeal. They possess an inherent, transcendental beauty that resonates
with human nature, fostering a profound spiritual experience for both lay and
scholarly visitors. Furthermore, the Islamic motifs and patterns functioning
within this architectural framework communicate through a “language of
signs.” By engaging with these visual narratives, visitors—commensurate
with their degree of spiritual self-cultivation and receptivity—gradually per-
ceive the esoteric essence of Islamic art, which is fundamentally rooted in the
spirit of Divine Unity and Monotheism.

Holy Shrine of Imam Reza (AS), Islamic Art, Architectural Ornamentation,
Semiotics (Language of Signs), Islamic Architecture, Tawhid (Monotheism).
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Introduction

Islamic architecture and its related decorations are of particular importance
among Islamic arts due to their volume and durability compared to other Islamic
arts. Various types of Islamic visual arts, including design, calligraphy, mirror
work, plaster work, etc., can be seen in architecture and its related decorations in
religious places, which play an effective role in expressing the concepts of Islam.

In the architecture and decorations associated with Islamic places, the Muslim
artist, by presenting motifs accompanied by mysteries and spiritual meanings,
tries to respond to the human need for connection with the supernatural and to
gently guide man from the earthly world to the heavenly world and direct him
towards perfection and transcendence. Of course, all elements in the decorations
are placed together in such a way as to inspire concepts to the viewers.

Divine concepts, displayed in various forms such as calligraphy, carving, tiling,
stucco, etc. in the architectural space, polish the human soul and give it a sense
of style. In this way, a religious artist does not seek to see his art as separate and
independent from religion, but rather sees it as serving religion, to elevate his
own soul and that of his audience, and in this way, he can display his desires in
the paradise that God has expressed in the Quran by taking different forms and
shapes into service. With such creativity, a Muslim artist makes man aware of his
place and guides him to the state of divine closeness. Of course, in an impercep-
tible way that the viewer himself will not feel its effect for a long time. Because
in Islamic arts, in addition to the external beauty that is tangible and visible, there
is another element as the spirit of monotheism, which is the spirit of Islamic art.
It communicates with the audience through the language of codes and gestures,
and each audience benefits from it according to their existential capacity.

In this research, data collection was done through library method by examining
printed and electronic sources and references, studying, recording and compar-
ing them, describing and analyzing data and classifying them. Then, by examin-
ing the relationship between decorations in the architecture of the Razavi Shrine
and strengthening the principle of monotheism in the beliefs of the audience, it
was studied. In the method of observing and recording visual data, field photog-
raphy was done by the authors in the holy shrine of Imam Reza (AS).

In Islam, monotheism has a special place, so that the first principle of the reli-
gion is monotheism, and by confessing the oneness of God Almighty, a person
becomes a monotheist. Although monotheism has different levels and degrees,
such as monotheism of essence, monotheism of attributes, monotheism of ac-
tions, monotheism in worship, etc., until a person goes through all the stages of
monotheism, he will not become a true monotheist. In the case of God, monothe-
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ism refers to the oneness and unity of His essence, which is the basis of all the
teachings of the divine prophets.

Whenever a person places his soul and spirit towards God, he receives a gift of
peace from that eternal existence because he has returned to his soul. As God in
Surah Ra’d verse 28 expresses confidence and a calm heart for the believers, and
in this way, a person is on the path of absolute, eternal and infinite perfection and
reaches an inner joy that does not despair in difficulties and hardships and does
not become arrogant and proud in times of blessings and happiness. This is the
peace of mind that the Quran calls Sakina. One of the most important tasks of
religious places that are attributed to God is to strengthen the sense of comfort
in the shadow of a connection with the one creator. In order to show a sense
of monotheism, they use various tools, including music, architecture, carvings,
calligraphy, etc., to indirectly and gradually familiarize the audience with divine
concepts and to blend their souls and souls with a sense of oneness and servitude
to God.

The architecture of the holy shrine of Imam Reza (A.S.) has been of interest to
Shiites since the early days, and they tried to show their devotion and love for Ali
ibn Musa al-Reza (A.S.) in the form of a building that is worthy and worthy of
that holy shrine. Therefore, in every period, there have been advances in the con-
struction of the building, which in addition to ordinary people, even kings have
had the courage to build. In the contemporary era, the Shiite Islamic government
in Iran has been building new porches and courtyards with a certain order and
speed, and is trying to display unique examples of Islamic-Iranian art in archi-
tecture and its related decorations based on the model of the past. Therefore, it
is no exaggeration to say that the Razavi Holy Shrine is a complete exhibition
of Islamic art.

The type of decorations used in the Razavi Shrine and how they relate to the con-
cept of monotheism and their impact on the beliefs of the audience is a worthy
research issue that has been less addressed. The purpose of this article, in addi-
tion to familiarizing with the Islamic art and designs used in the Razavi Shrine,
is to relate them to the teachings of Islam, especially the principle of monotheism
and the oneness of God, which plays a fundamental role in enlightening minds
and freeing people from the shackles of disbelief.

The decorations in the Razavi Holy Shrine include glazed tiles with Islamic mo-
tifs with plant motifs and dazzling colors, a golden dome facing the sky decorat-
ed with sunlight rays and inscriptions with heavenly messages, and pen-shaped
minarets that are beautifully placed next to each other with harmony, proportion,
and balance. The visual impact of these spaces on the psyche of the viewers
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cannot be denied, because they give the audience spiritual and mental peace,
inner joy, self-refining, vitality, confidence, participation, monotheistic power,
etc. These are the factors that are manifested in this holy place and reveal the
relationship between architecture and Islamic worldview and culture.

The results of the research indicate that the decorations in the Razavi Shrine
on the exterior, courtyard, garlands, mirror work, columns, dome, inscriptions,
and stucco, in addition to their external beauty for every common and special
pilgrim, have an inner beauty that is in accordance with human nature, and a
Muslim experiences a pleasant inner feeling when seeing the decorations and
wants this sweet experience repeatedly. Islamic designs and patterns that are
manifested in the architecture of Islamic buildings communicate with the audi-
ence through sign language, and each audience, considering their self-develop-
ment and internal preparation that they have already created within themselves,
gradually understands the mysteries of Islamic art, the most important of which
is the spirit of monotheism and unity.
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“Pretending” is a social harm that, although it is also felt in communications
between ordinary people in society, recognizing pretense and correctly con-
fronting a pretender who is in government positions is much more complex
and difficult due to the various sources of power. In this article, pretense is
considered as a “cultural-communicational harm” and the goal is to explain
the pattern of Imam Reza’s confrontation with Ma’mun as a pretender who
is in the highest ranks of the government. To achieve this pattern, the method
of text hermeneutics with an “interrogative and author-centered” approach
and content analysis were used to collect data from the narrations and life
of Imam Reza and to analyze the data. By examining the lexical meaning
of the word “tolerance” and carefully examining the narrations in this field
and applying it to the life of Imam Reza, as well as analyzing the content of
Imam Reza’s verbal and non-verbal actions, 44 basic themes, 6 organizing
themes, and one comprehensive theme were obtained. “Foresightful toler-
ance”, “measurement in actions”, “exposing pretense while tolerating the
pretense”, “benevolence and observing expediency”, “observing Islamic
principles”, and “strict confrontation in case of ineffective tolerance” are 6
organizing themes that are placed under “wise tolerance” as a comprehensive
theme. “wise tolerance” should be considered as a communication principle
in confronting pretense. The wise attribute of the spirit is the governing toler-
ance in confronting the pretense. In fact, tolerance is done with the pretense
person, not with his pretense. It is suggested that the model of confronting
pretense agents in the current situation be the subject of another article and
that by updating the model obtained from this article, the current model of
confronting pretense can be drawn.

Imam Reza, tolerance, wise tolerance, pretense, pretentious, expediency.
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Introduction

“Pretending” is one of the social harms and pretentious action is an action that
the pretender displays by using language or behavior or a combination of both,
which he does not believe in. This action is done with the motive of influence and
with the intention of attracting the positive opinion of others, and the pretender
creates a meaning on the surface that is contrary to what he has in mind. This
action is accompanied by concealment and the main goal of the person behind
his action is hidden and the main meaning of his action cannot be understood by
the statement that the pretender expresses and by using the rules of the language,
but rather understanding the depth of the meaning of the person’s action is done
by discovering the intention that the actor intends from his speech or behavior,
which is accompanied by complexity and difficulty. The purpose of this action
is to achieve personal interests that are accompanied by deception and misguid-
ance of others. The pretender uses pretense as a calculated strategy to achieve
his own interests. This action is usually carried out with a previous plan and is
of particular complexity. Although pretense is also felt in communications be-
tween ordinary people in society, recognizing pretense and correctly confronting
a pretentious person who is in government positions is much more complicated
and difficult due to his possession of various sources of power; because by uti-
lizing various sources of power and by “image management”, he tries to hide
his pretense and present a suitable image of himself in public opinion, and this
makes confronting him more difficult; Sometimes exposing pretense requires
frank confrontation, but public interest prevents it from being done, and some-
times exposing the pretense’s inner self leads to public chaos and puts society
at risk, and conversely, sometimes the failure to express clearly and in a timely
manner what has remained hidden from public opinion keeps the truth hidden
behind clouds of deceit for a long time, causing the masses of people to deviate
in recognizing right from wrong and not having the power to distinguish between
right and wrong. Therefore, confronting such a pretentious person whose actions
are completely shrewd must be intelligent and prudent. In this article, pretense is
considered as a “cultural-communicational damage” and the subject of study is
Imam Reza’s interaction with Ma’mun as a pretense who is in the highest eche-
lons of government. The aim is to explain the pattern of Imam Reza’s encounter
with Ma’mun and to discover the overarching theme that exists in the Imam’s
actions in the face of pretense. To achieve this pattern, the narrations and life of
Imam Reza were used to collect data, which form the conceptual framework of
the article. For data analysis, the text hermeneutics method with an “interrogative
and author-centered” approach and content analysis were used. Content analy-
sis is a method for viewing the text; appropriate interpretation and understand-



65 Quarterly Scientific Journal of Farhang Razavi. Year 14, Issue 2, Summer 2026, Serial Number 54

ing of seemingly disjointed data; analysis of qualitative data; transformation of
data into concepts and creation of logical order. Basic, organizing, and overar-
ching themes are the three stages of coding and thematization in this method.
To achieve the research findings, after conceptualizing the lexical and idiomatic
meaning of the word “tolerance” and examining the narrations in this field and
applying it to the character of Imam Reza7, linguistic and non-linguistic actions
of him that were issued in his interaction with Ma’mun were selected. The logic
of selecting sentences and actions of Imam Reza was based on an interrogative
approach from the text, meaning that sentences or actions of Imam Reza were
selected in a way that would be able to extract the content regarding the correct
way to deal with pretense. In other words, the researcher has tried to establish a
proper connection between his question, which is how to deal with a pretentious
agent correctly, and the character of Imam Reza, in order to ultimately reach the
comprehensive content governing his actions in dealing with pretense. In this
article, the data are organized at three levels; first, basic concepts were extracted
from the Imam’s linguistic and non-linguistic actions; then, the basic concepts
that were in the same direction were grouped under organizing concepts, and
finally, a comprehensive concept that covers the two previous levels of themes
was discovered, which resulted in 44 basic themes, 6 organizing themes, and 1
comprehensive theme. “Tolerance is the perfection of foresight”, “Precaution in
actions”, “Revealing pretense while tolerating the pretense”, “Benevolence and
observance of expediency”, “Adherence to Islamic principles”, and “Harsh con-
frontation in case of ineffective tolerance” are the 6 organizing themes that are
placed under “wise pretense” as a comprehensive theme. “wise pretense” should
be considered as a communication principle in confronting pretense. Reflection
on the Imam’s actions shows that there is prudence behind them, which is men-
tioned both in the meaning of tolerance and in the meaning of wisdom. This jus-
tifies the choice of “wise tolerance” in explaining his communication behavior
towards the pretender, Ma’mun. Tolerance towards the pretender must be wise;
the wise attribute of the spirit that governs tolerance in this encounter. In fact,
just as the pretender cleverly covers up his pretense, one must behave wisely and
thoughtfully when confronting him. Wise tolerance means that while interacting
with the pretender in advancing the affairs of society, a series of actions should
be taken in confronting him that will gradually familiarize the public mind with
the truth of his goals and the pretentious aspect of his actions. Wise tolerance
requires taking a position on the challenges arising from his pretense in some
situations with brevity and irony, and in other situations with clarity, and in other
situations supporting him to protect the interests of the people. Therefore, in
confronting the pretender, tolerance does not mean a passive approach. In fact,
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tolerance and tolerance are shown towards the pretender, not his pretense. This
tolerance is also aimed at guiding the pretender and the general public. Guidance
is firstly directed at the pretender, so that by awakening his inner and religious
nature, he can replace pretense with sincerity; of course, if he listens to the call
of his nature and changes his behavior, and secondly, it is to guide the masses of
people and prevent them from being deceived by the complex pretense that the
pretender has created. Finally, it is suggested that the model of confronting pre-
tenders in the current situation be the subject of another article, and by updating
the model obtained from this article, the current model of confronting pretense
can be drawn.
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Introduction

The study of sectarian divergences within the Shiite Imamiyah tradition has long
attracted scholarly attention from historians, theologians, and sociologists alike.
The Wagqifah sect’s divergence marks a significant and complex episode in Shiite
history, particularly regarding the acceptance and recognition of the Imamate af-
ter Imam Musa al-Kadhim (AS). Conventional historical narratives tend to inter-
pret such sectarian splits primarily as the outcome of rigid doctrinal disputes or
political rivalries. However, this paper proposes a novel analytical lens, employ-
ing the History of Idea approach (s_J5— z2— %), which examines the underlying
conceptual and cognitive frameworks that shaped these historical developments.

The History of Idea methodology focuses on tracing the evolution, transforma-

tion, and contestation of core ideas—referred to here as angareh (5= —with-
in their historical contexts. Unlike traditional approaches that merely chronicle
events or theological disagreements, this framework analyzes how competing
and overlapping ideas functioned as cognitive lenses through which Imamiyah
communities understood their religious and social realities. This approach thus
allows for a more nuanced understanding of the processes that led to intra-Shiite
divergences, especially during the critical late 8th and early 9th centuries CE.

The present study concentrates on this pivotal period, investigating how certain
core angareh contributed to either fostering communal unity or precipitating fac-
tionalism. By foregrounding the conceptual histories behind sectarian develop-
ments, the study seeks to illuminate the complex interplay between belief, social
dynamics, and political pressures in the formation of the Waqifah sect.

Methodology

This research adopts a qualitative historical-analytical methodology firmly root-
ed in the History of Idea approach. The primary data sources include early Shiite
historiographies, theological treatises, and biographical accounts of the Imams,
with particular focus on narratives concerning Imam Musa al-Kadhim (AS) and
Imam Ali al-Ridha (AS). Complementary secondary sources encompass con-
temporary scholarship on Shiite sectarianism, cognitive history, and the sociol-
ogy of religious ideas.

The core analytical task involves identifying, categorizing, and interpreting key
angareh—conceptual constructs and cognitive patterns—that acted as ideologi-
cal tools during this period. A critical distinction is made between testing ideas
(those which served to normalize diverse social and religious behaviors without
necessarily generating sectarian schisms) and divisive ideas (those that actively
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instigated sectarian differentiation). This distinction aids in unpacking the flu-
id boundaries between intra-community diversity and outright sectarian frag-
mentation. Moreover, the study scrutinizes ambiguities and narrative tensions
surrounding the imprisonment and death of Imam al-Kadhim, as well as the dis-
tinct theological and social role of Imam al-Ridha. These factors are analyzed
as critical nodes in the conceptual history that facilitated divergent interpretative
trajectories, ultimately culminating in the crystallization of the Waqifah sect.

A comparative dimension is also introduced, contrasting the conceptual reper-
toires of the Wagqifah sect with those of mainstream Imamiyah groups. This en-
ables the identification of both shared ideological foundations and critical points
of doctrinal and social divergence.

The deployment of the History of Idea approach yields multiple important insights
into the intra-Imamiyah sectarian dynamics and the formation of the Wagqifah
sect. Firstly, the refined conceptual framework elucidates that many perceived
conflicts within the Imamiyah were not necessarily rooted in immutable sectar-
ian fault lines but rather constituted a dynamic process of theological and social
experimentation. This challenges binary classifications of ‘orthodox’ versus ‘de-
viant’ beliefs, emphasizing instead the contingent and negotiated nature of early
Shiite identities. Secondly, during the imamate of Imam al-Ridha, the emergence
of testing ideas played a pivotal role. These concepts accommodated a spectrum
of religious expressions and social behaviors, effectively preventing premature
sectarian rupture. For example, theological debates about the nature and legit-
imacy of the Imamate were frequently understood as provisional or subject to
interpretive evolution, rather than as fixed markers of doctrinal purity. Third-
ly, the hesitancy or stopping of certain Imamiyah factions in fully recognizing
Imam al-Kadhim’s imamate is better interpreted as a testing idea phenomenon
rather than a conclusive sectarian break. Subsequent historical narratives mis-
characterized this phase as a definitive schism; however, the conceptual history
perspective reveals it as a period of communal reflection, negotiation, and con-
tested allegiance. This interpretative ambiguity underscores the fluidity of early
Shiite group boundaries. Fourthly, complex tensions arising from the ambiguous
circumstances of Imam al-Kadhim’s imprisonment and death, combined with
the unique religious leadership style of Imam al-Ridha, created fertile ground
for divergent conceptualizations of rightful authority. These factors catalyzed
the crystallization of the Wagqifah sect, which posited alternative frameworks for
the legitimacy and continuity of the Imamate. Fifthly, a minority within the Ima-
miyah, committed to established and prior angareh, resisted the recognition of
Imam al-Ridha’s imamate, thereby ideologically founding the Wagqifah sect. This
opposition was rooted not solely in political dissent but in profound theological
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and epistemological differences regarding the nature of religious authority and
succession. Sixthly, despite substantial overlap in many core angareh with oth-
er Imamiyah groups, the Wagqifah sect displayed distinctive beliefs, particularly
concerning doctrines of ghaybah (occultation) and qa’imiyyah (messianism).
These doctrinal distinctions warrant detailed and nuanced analysis to fully com-
prehend the sect’s position within the broader Shiite milieu. Finally, the canon-
ical Twelver doctrine of twelve Imams had not yet achieved widespread accep-
tance until the era of Imam al-Ridha. Some contemporary scholars argue that
these ideas may have been retroactively constructed. Furthermore, the narratives
concerning the betrayal of agents (khiyanat al-wukala) and the establishment of
government during Imam al-Kadhim’s time necessitate reexamination and criti-
cal reassessment within this conceptual framework.

Conclusion

The History of Idea approach proves to be a robust and insightful tool for dissect-
ing the intricate sectarian dynamics within the Imamiyah tradition, specifically
elucidating the origins and evolution of the Wagqifah sect. By focusing on the
trajectories of key angareh, this methodology reveals that sectarian splits are
often less about fixed doctrinal positions and more about ongoing processes of
cognitive and social negotiation within a pluralistic religious community. These
findings challenge simplistic and reductive narratives of Shiite sectarianism, un-
derscoring the vital role of conceptual history in revealing the historical contin-
gency, adaptability, and contextuality of religious ideas. This analytical frame-
work not only clarifies the complex origins and development of the Wagqifah sect
but also lays groundwork for more nuanced and comprehensive reexaminations
of other intra-Shiite divergences.

Future studies can apply this approach to various periods and sects within Shi-
ism, yielding deeper insights into how ideas shape religious identities, political
affiliations, and communal boundaries. Ultimately, this research contributes to
broader interdisciplinary discourses on the history of ideas, sectarianism, and the
sociology of religion, by highlighting the intricate interplay of cognition, belief,
and community formation.
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Introduction

Imam Reza’s monotheistic sermon encompasses deep content and literary and
discursive richness in the philosophy of monotheism, which the Imam has en-
dowed with a coherent and systematic structure through complex linguistic mech-
anisms and intelligent utilization of cohesive elements and convincing rational
arguments. This sermon was delivered at the assembly of Ma’mun, prior to the
issue of Imam Reza’s succession, in early 201 AH at the request of Ma’mun’s
supporters who intended to test and question the Imam’s scholarly status. It is a
sermon that, to this day, has not been matched in precision, elegance, and detail
in explaining the truth of monotheistic knowledge.

The Imam, with precise understanding of his audience and oratory standards, and
awareness of the subject’s requirements, textual context, and situation, organizes
all sermon passages as a unified and coherent whole. The Imam’s guiding role
combined with his compassion and his awareness of the requirements of rheto-
ric, which pays significant attention to stirring emotions for persuasion, prevents
him from using any words of reproach or condemnation toward the audience
in this sermon, despite his awareness of the malicious intentions of those who
invited him for this impromptu speech. This has preserved the sermon from dis-
persion and fragmentation.

The utterances, despite the density of vocabulary and the conciseness of phrases,
convey the sermon’s deep content mostly through the repeated use of nominal
sentences that indicate the permanence of something for something else, ap-
propriate to the subject’s purpose, namely the permanence of God’s attributes.
Conjunctive cohesion in the sermon operates through four main mechanisms:
additive, adversative, causal, and temporal. The additive conjunction “and”
appears with the highest frequency, functioning both at intra-sentential and in-
ter-sentential levels to connect utterances of varying scopes. This predominance
of additive conjunction aligns with the sermon’s descriptive nature, allowing
theological propositions to be linked without imposing rigid logical sequences.
Adversative conjunction is mainly used to negate possible misconceptions about
divine attributes, creating cohesion through systematic rejection of opposing
viewpoints. Causal and causative conjunctions, including “fa” and the causative
“lam,” establish logical relationships between propositions and strengthen the
sermon’s argumentative structure. Temporal conjunctions occur less frequently,
reflecting the sermon’s focus on eternal theological truths rather than sequential
narratives.

Lexical cohesion manifests through various mechanisms, including complete
repetition, repetition through synonyms, and collocation. Repetitive patterns
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highlight key theological concepts and create rhythmic patterns that aid in mem-
orizing the sermon. The precise selection of vocabulary and their arrangement
on the syntagmatic axis and the semantic content they collectively produce in the
speech chain have enabled the profound ideas of this sermon to be transmitted to
the audience without disruption or ambiguity, despite the density of vocabulary
and conciseness of phrases. Collocation, the association of semantically relat-
ed words, appears through several rhetorical methods: similarity of extremities
(tashabuh al-atraf), which connects utterances by repeating the final word of one
section at the beginning of the next; antithesis (tibaq), which places opposing
words together to clarify theological concepts through contrast; correspondence
(mugabalah), which places parallel structures in opposition; and semantic asso-
ciation (mura’at al-nazir), which groups words from related semantic domains.
Placing contradictory opposites and corresponding phrases against each other
has provided a coherent style for the profound meanings of this sermon. At this
level, semantic association, correspondence, antithesis, and similarity of extrem-
ities have had the greatest impact on the cohesion of utterances.

In the middle and in the final passages, which increase in number and distance
between them, the Imam employs more cohesive elements and uses the cohesive
elements of antithesis and correspondence to determine referents, so that if the
audience does not know the meaning of a word or does not know which referent
is intended in words with various referents, the opposing word and contrasting
phrases make understanding the meaning easier for them. This leads to creating
balance between the complexity of meaning and clarity of compositions. The
Imam employs the technique of similarity of extremities so that the return of
the final word of the previous utterance at the beginning of the next utterance
strengthens their cohesion through creating prominence.

Traditional Arabic rhetorical methods further enhance the sermon’s cohesion.
Kamal al-ittisal (complete connection) creates seamless transitions between
semantically unified utterances, while shibh kamal al-ittisal (near-complete
connection) links utterances through implicit questions and answers. Quranic
intertextuality (iqtibas) strengthens theological arguments while maintaining co-
hesion. These elements enrich meaning despite lexical density and brevity. Ad-
ditionally, phonetic patterns through rhyme and rhythmic structures harmonize
speech with meaning, reinforcing utterance cohesion.

Using all these elements, the Imam connects the utterances and passages togeth-
er and links the beginning of the sermon to the middle passages and then to the
end of the sermon, transmitting the message without disruption or ambiguity,
despite being deep and complex, to the audience; in such a way that the reader
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feels at the end of the sermon that the speaker has well fulfilled his mission in
conveying meaning, and the reader himself, by establishing a strong connection
with the text, leaves the sermon with complete satisfaction.

The Imam, with precise mastery over the selection of words and linguistic terms
and their function in textual cohesion, enters a realm beyond human language
and considers the use of some of these words and terms about the essence of
God and the introduction of His attributes as inadequate, emphasizing that they
cannot be used in introducing the status of monotheism with the same meaning
as they are used for creatures. It seems that the Imam is trying to introduce a
distinctive expressive style in this field. The scientific presence of these concepts
in the Imam’s mind is unparalleled among the hadiths and the sermons attribut-
ed to the Imams, and it can be claimed that from the criteria that the Imam has
presented in the special expressive style about the Creator of existence, one can
present a model of expressive style in introducing monotheism.
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Believers believe in the guidance of reason and in the explicitness of the
Quran and traditions that God has the power to accomplish everything.
Their belief has faced a challenge of this kind: does this belief even in-
clude impossible things (such as the heavens and the earth and what is be-
tween them being swallowed in a seed)? The issuance of which requires
the occurrence of things such as the placement of large objects in small
objects. At different times, numerous people (Iblis, Abu Shakir Disani,
etc.) have asked this question of Jesus Christ, Imam Ali, Imam Sadiq,
and Imam Reza (peace be upon them). In one of these narrations, which
Ibn Babawayh attributed to Imam Reza (AS) in his book Al-Tawhid, the
Imam explicitly gave a positive answer to this question (inherent possi-
bility) and emphasized its occurrence (in the form of an analogy of the re-
flection of the form of large objects in the eye). The present article seeks
to examine this statement and its attribution to Imam Reza (AS) and, in
the first step, attempts to examine its chain of transmission and meaning.

In the second step, he shows evidence from the Quran and narrations that
confirm it. In the third step, this article highlights the challenges that we
will face if we adhere to and accept this narration. (Incompatibility with
the obvious rule of reason, conflict with numerous narrations, etc.) and
in the last step, it tries to provide an aspect (such as the Imam’s response
relying on the weakness of the questioner’s understanding) for the possi-
bility of accepting this news and the possibility of its issuance by Imam
Reza (AS).

Divine power, impossible matters, Imam Reza A.S., Book of Al-Tawhid,
Ibn Babawayh.
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Introduction

After Sheikh Saduq and until the time of Fadil Miqdad, this hadith has not re-
ceived much attention from Shiite scholars.

In terms of the validity of the chain of transmission of this hadith, it should be
said that most of the people in the chain of transmission of this hadith have been
confirmed by Shiite scholars and are reliable people. Of course, there is one
person in the chain of transmission of this hadith who Shiite scholars have nei-
ther confirmed nor written anything criticizing him. Therefore, it should be said
that although this news cannot necessarily be considered a completely reliable
hadith, it is a hadith that Shiite scholars usually do not ignore and usually issue
fatwas with confidence in such hadiths.

In analyzing the question in this hadith, it should be said: The questioner, who is
an unknown person, asked Imam Reza A.S. whether God can submerge a large
object (the heavens, the earth, and what is between them) into a small object (the
egg) without any change in their volume. A positive answer to this question re-
quires us to accept the contradiction, because we must accept that the first object
(the world, the heavens, the earth, etc.) is both larger than the second object (the
egg) (and therefore cannot be included in the smaller object) and not larger than
it (its submergence into the smaller object is possible, and divine power can also
be attributed to it).

In response to the questioner’s question, Imam Reza A.S. first explicitly declares
by saying “yes” that God has the power to swallow the heavens and the earth
and what is between them in an egg. The Imam then goes on to say that God can
even put them in something smaller than an egg, because He has placed them in
the eyes of the questioner. The Imam’s argument is that whenever the questioner
opens his eyes and looks at the heavens and the earth and what is between them,
he sees them, and if God had willed, He could have prevented his eyes from see-
ing them. Whatever the questioner’s interpretation of this statement of the Imam
A.S., his silence from continuing the question may in some way indicate that he
has received the answer he desired from the Imam A.S.; although it may occur to
others that why did the person not ask the Imam whether when we look at objects
with our eyes, those objects sink into our eyes? It is clear that it is their image
that is reflected in our eyes, and the objects remain in their place and with their
volume as before we encountered them. One may cite the following evidence in
support of the authenticity of this hadith:

- Many verses of the Quran indicate that God can do anything.

- A hadith from Imam Sadiq A.S. has also been narrated by Muhammad ibn
Yaqub al-Kulaini in his book al-Kafi, which has also been narrated in the book
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al-Hidayah al-Kubra by Husayn ibn Hamdan al-Husaybi (of course, with some
differences). Imam Sadiq A.S. also told the questioner that God has the ability to
submerge large objects into small objects, just as this happens when we see those
objects with our eyes. In another hadith without any chain of transmission, which
1s mentioned in later Shiite and Sunni sources, similar words have been attribut-
ed to the Prophet Idris. In this hadith, it is stated that Hazrat Idris, by inserting
his sewing needle into the eye of Iblis, blinded one of his two eyes and made him
understand that he should not attribute weakness to God.

Despite the above-mentioned supporting evidence, there are also evidences that
the attribution of this hadith to Imam Reza A.S. is incorrect. Among them:

- The question of the questioner is an incorrect question, but why did the Imam
not warn him that his question was an incorrect question?

- The answer mentioned in this hadith is not consistent with the definite under-
standings of reason, and it is not acceptable for the Imam to confirm a question
whose positive answer requires opposing the definite understanding of reason
and to provide a reason for it.

- There are numerous hadiths in Shiite hadith sources that conflict with what is
attributed to Imam Reza A.S. in this hadith. In those hadiths, it is explicitly stated
that submerging large objects into small objects is an impossible task, and there-
fore, inability cannot be attributed to God. The meaning of God’s power being
attributed to various things is that God can do possible things, and impossible
things are not capable of being created at all.

Despite these strong reasons, it seems that this hadith attributed to Imam Reza
A.S. cannot be easily accepted. However, if someone still insists that this hadith
should be accepted, then a solution should be found for these criticisms. Some
people say that when answering the questioner’s question, they realized that the
person would not have a complete understanding of the Imam’s true answer, and
after hearing the Imam’s answer, he might still insist that God does not have the
power to do some things. If the questioner had thought a little deeper, the Imam
would have given him another answer and made him understand that he should
both believe that God has the power to do everything and that the examples that
the person has raised are impossible, and therefore no fault can be attributed to
God.
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Introduction

The pivotal position of Imam Reza (a.s.) and the set of strategies of the Imam
created a safe and secure base for the Shiite community so that it could main-
tain its order and cohesion in the face of the doubts and anxieties of the enemy.
Among the strategies of the Imam in the face of these threats were debates with
individuals, groups and different sects, which played a very important role in
giving identity to the Shiite community.

Identity Threats Created by the Abbasid Caliphs

Ma’mun’s tricks in creating identity threats

The caliphate apparatus used various tactics to distance society from the Imam-
ate, and the sum of these measures was carried out as a spectral process with
the aim of marginalizing the Imamate discourse and highlighting the Caliphate
discourse. The sum of these measures falls into the following axes:

Inciting people towards imported ideas (disturbance in religious commitment)

Ma’mun’s policy was based on an unbalanced geometry and its goal can be
considered to reduce the scientific authority of the Ahl al-Bayt (a.s.) in society
because the introduction of new issues and ideas, for which there is little prece-
dent in Islamic past history, was not very sensitive and could not possibly have
resulted in a reaction. However, the Abbasid regime not only did not prepare and
devise a scientific and intellectual position to respond to such suspicions, but
also by limiting the true frontiers of religious thought and applying hardly severi-
ty to the Ahl al-Bayt and their companions and students, it caused the community
to be divided and confused in terms of belief.

Diminishing religious affiliation

After Ma’mun proposed the succession, the Imam (a.s.) explicitly stated
Ma’mun’s goal in his presence. The Imam said: Your wish is that people say: Ali
ibn Musa is not disinterested in the world and leadership, but rather this world is
disinterested in him, do you not see how he accepted the position of governor out

of greed and greed? Al-Ma’mun became angry at this statement (Ibn Babawayh.
(1959), Vol. 2:140).

The role of Razavi debates in confronting identity threats
The determining function

The meaning of knowledge-giving functions is the achievements that, from the
point of departure of beliefs to the final point of behaviors, and during the pro-
cess of formulating, continuing and finalizing identity, bring its consistency and
cause the coherence and order of the identity of the individual and society.
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Systematization and Integration of Identity with the Meaningful Centrality of
Imamate

After Abdul Aziz ibn Muslim reported the differences and debates of the people
regarding the Imamate in the service of the Imam, the Imam, in his valuable and
lasting words, defines the Imamate and fully explains its areas and dimensions.
In part of this speech, the Imam uses the expression “the system of Muslims” and
continues by saying, “With the Imam, prayer, almsgiving, fasting, pilgrimage
and jihad are completed” (Ibn Babawayh. (1959), Vol. 1: 218). This event, while
indicating another type of Imam’s responses and representing an indirect debate
with his opponents, also demonstrates his maximum observation of the intellec-
tual and mental needs and necessities of society, as he drew the general outlines
of the foundations of Shiite thought in order to respond to the ambiguity created.

Identity empowerment

In the system of identity formation presented in the biography of Imam Reza,
both the individual and social aspects of identity are considered.

Muhammad ibn Abdullah al-Khurasani says: A man from Zanadaqah, after
talking to the Imam, did not leave there until he became a Muslim (Al-Tabarsi,
Ahmad ibn Ali. (1983), vol. 2:397). This type of identity formation has been re-
ported in various cases and after the Imam’s conversations with different people.

Delineating the ultimate identity of the religious community

In a debate with jurists and theologians, Ma’mun said: O Abu al-Hasan, what is
your belief about the return? The Imam (a.s.) said: That is right and true, and it
was also in the previous nations, and the Glorious Quran also speaks of it, and
the Messenger of God (a.s.) also said: Whatever happened in the previous na-
tions will happen in this nation as well, without any decrease or decrease without
any difference, and he said: When the Mahdi of the nation emerges from my
offspring, Jesus, the son of Mary, (a.s.) will descend, and he will pray with him
behind him.

The function of the differentiator

Emphasis on the persuasive level of religious identity

In the capacity of assessing, selecting, and accepting the identity foundations
presented to society, referring to the three dimensions of the Quran and the con-
duct of the Ahl al-Bayt, reason, and nature is considered a reassuring model for
acquiring a correct identity in society, and these three principles are observed in
the Imam’s debates as principles of approach and methodology and as a distin-
guishing logic.

Rejection of identity enemy
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The rejection of identity others by using their own foundations and beliefs gave
the Imam’s debates a unique aspect because such differentiation, in addition to
requiring knowledge and complete mastery of their foundations and thoughts,
also brought richness and superiority to his own identity.

The protective dimension

A careful reading and in-depth study of the Imam’s words in various debates
indicates the important function of the Imam’s debates, in addition to the two de-
fining and distinguishing dimensions, which is to provide security to the identity
of the Shiite community.

Demonstrating the Power of Imamate Discourse

In one of the debates held between the Imam and the leaders of different reli-
gions and sects, the Imam said: O people, if anyone among you opposes Islam
and wants to ask, let him ask without fear (Ibn Babawayh. (1959), Vol. 1: 168).

This passage from the Imam’s speech expresses the preservation and continuity
of religious values and beliefs, the stability and authority of the institution of
Imamate, and the establishment of support for the influence of religion in society
in the field of civilization.

Building a foundation for religious identity

In the discussion of Imamate, which over time and considering the prevailing
atmosphere in society, the issue required a rational explanation to answer the
question of who should rule after the Messenger of God and whether this person
should be appointed by God or by the people, rational principles were put for-
ward. Therefore, until the time of Imam Reza (PBUH), the method of narration
and sometimes the rational method were often used to prove this idea, and during
the time of Imam Reza, the discussions took a more detailed rational form and
the Imam presented a lot of knowledge in this regard (Ja’fariyan, 2002: 457-
458), and in this way, the foundations of Shiite belief were enriched.
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