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Divine knowledge and the issues related to it have received profound at-
tention in the intellectual and spiritual heritage of the Pure Progeny (‘Itrat
Tahirah, peace be upon them). One of the questions concerning the at-
tribute of divine knowledge is the self-awareness of the Almighty God.
Among the narrations that discuss the self-awareness of God, the negative
response of Imam Reza (peace be upon him) to ‘Imran al Sabi regarding
the question of “whether God, the Exalted, is known in Himself and to
Himself” is a striking statement, whose meaning commentators have ex-
plicitly found difficult to interpret. In their efforts to elucidate this hadith,
three main interpretive approaches have emerged:

1. Some scholars have regarded ‘Imran’s question as referring to a kind of
awareness whose affirmation for God would entail imperfection.

2. Others have understood it as referring to awareness in its absolute sense,
and have interpreted the Imam’s denial as a negation of the limitation that
would arise from affirming such an attribute for God, given His absolute
nature.

3. A third group has held that ‘Imran’s question is not, in fact, related to
divine self-awareness at all.

This article examines the existing interpretations of the narration primarily
through the lens of the latter two approaches.

Self-awareness; ‘Imran al Sabt; Hidden Identity (Huwiyyah Ghaybiyyah);
Absolute and Contingent; Presence; Level of Wahidiyyah (Unity).
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1. Introduction

Divine knowledge and issues related to it have been given much attention in
the legacy left by ahl al-bayt (p.b.u.t). Attribution of god to knowledge, both in
terms of self-knowledge and knowledge of others, has been proven as “eternal
necessary”. (kulayni, 1986, vol. 1, pp. 107-108, p. 113; ibn babawayh, 1978, p.
38, p. 57, pp. 139-145, p. 192, p. 198, p. 309). Among the narrations, a statement
of imam reza (p.b.u.h) can be seen which, in the primitive opinion, may bring to
mind the negation of god’s self-awareness.

In the conversation between imam reza (p.b.u.h) and imran sabi, it is mentioned
that imam (p.b.u.h) in response to his question: “is the first being known to it-
self and in itself?” by using the word “al-me‘lamah (al-ma‘lamah)” (means of
knowledge or knowledge) !, said: indeed, the “al-me‘lamah” to the object is only
for the purpose of negation of the thing that is opposite to it and until the object
itself is revealed by negating others of it, while in the case of god, there is no
opposite object so that he needs to deny that object from himself because of what
he has perceived from himself (ibn babawayh, 1978, p. 491).2

The negative answer of imam reza (p.b.u.h) to imran sabi is a strange state-
ment that commentators have struggled to analyze its meaning. In explaining the
meaning of this word, three main approaches are seen:

1. Imran’s question is related to a type of perception, to which the attribution of
god requires his deficiency.

2. imran’s question is related to unconditional perception, and the negation of
god’s attribution to it is due to his inherent attribution; because attribution to
perception is the reason for being limited.

3. Imran’s question is basically not related to god’s self-awareness.

Regarding the second approach, qazi sa‘id qomi is considered the most promi-
nent commentator who has mentioned the debate between imam reza (p.b.u.h)
and imran sabi on various occasions in his numerous works. In “Sarh al-arba‘in”
he considered imam’s statement (p.b.u.h) to be related to pre-creation knowledge
and considered its content to be the negation of abstract and detailed objective
knowledge at the level of divine nature. Although he rejected the words of those
who considered the statement of the imam (p.b.u.h) to be related to the denial of
knowledge from god

The summary of qazi sa‘id qomi’s view of the discussed narration is that:

1. Commentators provided a special interpretation of this word.
b SB AN 2 8 L 050 slagA3a e o Ly At N e Kl s bl e MILARLATI 050 LS5 2
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A. God, in his essence, lacks any determination and limitations; and it has all the
perfections without any limitations (Qumi, 1999, p. 222).

B. Knowledge is the same as differentiation or requires differentiation (Qumi,
2000, p. 222; Qumi, 1994, vol. 1, p. 239; vol. 2, p. 451).

C. Knowledge in the divine nature requires the limitation of god’s nature, and
therefore, knowledge cannot be considered fixed in the divine nature (Qumi,
1994, vol. 2, p. 451).

D. Not proving knowledge in the divine essence does not mean proving igno-
rance; because ignorance itself is the reason for limiting essence, and essence is
beyond any limitations, whether ignorance or knowledge.

Qazi sa‘id qomi has considered the cessation of self-awareness on the existence
of “other” as a general rule and states that without “other”, there is no reason for
the self-awareness of the perceiver (Qumi, 2000, p. 291).

Qomi’s analysis is debatable from several aspects; first of all, this narration, the
entire debate between imam (p.b.u.h) and imran sabi regarding the proof of “a
unit that is independent of its oneness and does not have such an attribute other
than him” is formed. And imran has admitted that despite his many trips to dif-
ferent regions, he has not met anyone who has the ability to prove such a truth
!(ibn babawayh, 1978, p. 430).

And numerous evidences indicate that imran had this in mind by stating this
question: can god’s knowledge by himself prove another eternal truth - which is
“god’s self-awareness” - together with god?

In rejecting such an idea, imam (p.b.u.h) stated that such a knowledge, i.e. A
knowledge that is superfluous to the nature of the perceiver, depends on the exis-
tence of “another”. And there is no “other” in the supreme truth or in the pre-cre-
ation stage. The result is that, from the words of the imam (p.b.u.h), it does not
follow that knowledge is always something superfluous to the perceiver, and it
is also not inferred that knowledge is always dependent on the existence of “the
other”. Imam (p.b.u.h) considered “al-me‘lamah” to be dependent on another,
which can be a special type of knowledge, not absolute knowledge.

Secondly, qomi’s view about the nature of knowledge is that “knowledge is dis-
tinction or requires distinction”. This view is different from the famous view
of philosophers and many of them have not accepted such a thing. According to
philosophers, knowledge consists of “presence” and if the presence is related to
the presence of the perceiver himself, there is no distinction. Because there is no

oz Lo o, oo laly J sty a0l e 81 o)1
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real relationship between the perceiver and the perceived, and the expressions
“to oneself”, “for oneself” in such a presence are all based on tolerance. And the
presence is the same as “self”. And there is no difference between “presence” and
“perceiver”. And just as the perceiver - at least in the case of god - is not limited
to the “other”, so “presence” has the same meaning. But in the “acquired knowl-
edge” in which “present” is considered in terms of “showing” something outside
of the perceiver’s essence, “present” in terms of showing something other than
itself, becomes the reason for distinguishing » perceived « from other things.
However, the philosophical criticism of his view is based on the criticism of his
philosophical basis, which requires an independent field.

Regarding the third approach, all the solutions provided by the commentators
indicate their departure from the debated content and misunderstanding of the
phrase. And it seems that only the first approach, i.e. Carrying “al-me‘lamah” on
a type of knowledge that proves it to god, requires his deficiency, and is consid-
ered a correct approach to the statement of the imam (p.b.u.h).
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Language and its manifestation in speech and discourse, especially in a
society whose people are famous for their literature and verbal art, cannot
be free from political dimension and function. De bel Khozaee (256-148
AH) with a life span of nearly a century used speech and poetry to expand
the culture of the Imams and Confront with the Abbasid political culture,
and left behind an effective legacy. The present article, with a historical,
descriptive, analytical approach and documentary method, seeks to pres-
ent a vivid picture of the functions of the political speech act of De bel
Khozaee, the poet of the Ahl ol-Bayt, during his long life, especially in the
era of Imam Reza (AS). The theoretical framework of the present article
is the relationship between language and ideology in the thought of Pierre
Pierre Ansart t(1922-2016). Based on his thought, language gives meaning
and direction to political action. Language is an important tool for political
actors to realize the act of rebellion and revolution or stabilization. The
findings of this article show that De bel’s political poetry, in the form of
satire and criticism of the caliphs of the time, from the Umayyads to the
Abbasids, and in the act of consolidation in the form of praise and lamen-
tation of the Ahl ol-Bayt, and defense of their legitimacy, expressing the
lamentations of the infallibles and praising the descendants, especially the
praise and lamentation of Imam Reza (a.s.), has made De bel famous in
consolidating the Razavi culture with revolutionary action and preventing
the dominance of the culture opposed to the Ahl ol-Bayt. De bel ‘s poetic
language depicts the legitimacy of the discourse of the Imamate, by de-
picting the legitimacy, competence, and at the same time the oppression of
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the infallibles, may God bless them and grant them peace, and exposing the injustices, betrayals,
inadequacies, and cruelty and injustice of the Abbasid rulers. . De bel’s revolutionary action is
in such a way that instead of a language full of mystery and obscurantism; By using clear and
straightforward odes, he targeted a large audience in the vast Muslim lands of his time.

Kea Words:

De bel Khozaee , Imam Reza, political speech act, praise, humor, satire.

1. Introduction

The two poetic purposes of satire and satire have been widely used in the works of Shi-
ite writers to question the Umayyads and Abbasids and break their hegemony. Among
the writers and poets of this era, the role of . De bel Khozaee , a Shiite writer and
traditionist, is well-known in the history of Arabic literature. With a lifespan of nearly
a century (98 years), he understood the Abbasid caliphs from Harun al-Rashid to Mu-
tawakkil and from Imam Musa ibn Ja’far to Imam al-Askari (peace be upon him), but
his direct connection and contact with Imam Reza (peace be upon him) has placed him
among the pioneers of Razavi poetry; in such a way that in most books and literary
prose texts in the Abbasid era, his famous ode Tayyah (an ode whose verses end with
the letter “ta”), which was first recited in the presence of Imam Reza (peace be upon
him); It is cited and in a way this poem is the most famous political poem of De bel
Khozaee . The Imam’s unprecedented appreciation of him and the efforts of the Ab-
basid caliphs to seduce and attract attention or eliminate him, indicate the importance
and role of . De bel ‘s political poetry in this era. It seems that . De bel’s political
poetry is important in two aspects: to establish and promote the culture of the Imamate
and to deviate from the Abbasid culture. This effort was in the form of praising and
glorifying the Ahl ol-Bayt and proving their legitimacy and promoting their name,
memory and qualifications on the one hand, and exposing the injustices and injustices
and invalidating their beliefs and exposing the crisis of legitimacy of the Abbasid
caliphs and their appointed leaders and governors in such a way that even at times,
participation in political power and short-term acceptance of rule over cities such as
Samangan in present-day Afghanistan or Aswan in Egypt did not prevent . De bel
from playing this role. This effort of . De bel Khozaee was in the form of poems on
the themes of Praise and lamentation of the Ahl ol-Bayt (praise of the deceased), praise
of the Imams, epic expressions of the bravery of the Shiite greats, as well as rejection
and negation of the Abbasid discourse, have been manifested in forms such as political
satire and humor, as well as criticism of the Abbasid situation, personal characteristics,
beliefs, and ideology.
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2. Methodology

This article is written using a descriptive-analytical approach and documentary meth-
od. “In the documentary method, which is a qualitative method, the researcher tries to
discover, extract, classify, and evaluate materials related to the research topic by sys-
tematically and regularly using documentary data. The documentary method is used
in the criticism of schools and theories, as well as in the development of basic concepts
and propositions of theories. The documentary method does not involve the researcher.
The stages of documentary research used here are: 1. Selecting the topic, determining
goals and questions 2. Exploratory studies and research background 3. Choosing a the-
oretical approach (theoretical framework) 4. Gathering sources, sampling and research
techniques; systematic review; classification and conceptual tables 5. Re-evaluation pro-
cess, writing and reporting (summarizing and presenting a point of viewTherefore, by
applying this method and employing an analytical model derived from the theoretical
framework of Pierre Ansart , the dimensions and functions of the political action of the
De bel Khozaee as a revolutionary subject are analyzed.

3. conclusion

Language and its manifestation in speech and discourse, especially in a society whose
people are famous for their literature and art of speech, cannot be free from political
dimension and function. During the era of the pure Imams (peace be upon them), the
expansion and promotion of the intellectual and religious heritage of the Ahl al-Bayt, the
transmission of the hadith and speeches of the Imams during the difficult times of oppres-
sion of the Umayyad and Abbasid Caliphs, were political measures aimed at confronting
the establishment of the Caliphs of the order and the survival of the essence and truth
of the Islamic religion. In an era when artistic poems and speeches spread rapidly from
language to language, carrying the burden of meanings and crossing borders, political
poetry was exploited in the transmission of meanings by both the rulers and the revolu-
tionary front. This article attempted to identify the efforts of De bel Khozaee al-Khuza’i,
a master poet of the era of Imam Reza (peace be upon him), especially in protecting the
Imamate; To review the political and verbal actions of De bel Khozaee , this pioneering
poet in Razavi culture. Although De bel Khozaee’s poetry collection includes many vers-
es by collecting these poems, this article focuses more on the poems of the era of Imam
Reza (AS). Although some historians of Arab literature have criticized the simplicity and
simplicity of De bel Khozaee’s poems, it can be said that De bel Khozaee ‘s political
poetry has a revolutionary mission and, instead of being a ceremonial art form, seeks
epic and rebellion; and this is possible by creating meaning for a wide range of audi-
ences; creating meaning and transmitting it to a wide range of audiences is preferable to
literary arts and verbal arrangements. Therefore, De bel Khozaee , in his revolutionary
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and rebellious act by satirizing the rulers of the time, and in his act of consolidation by
promoting the culture of the Imamate and praising and lamenting the Ahl al-Bayt, used
political poetry as a kind of political and revolutionary action in the service of his Shiite
ideals and beliefs. Of course, his poems in praising and lamenting the Ahl ol-Bayt in
the presence and in mourning for Imam Reza against the thousands of greetings and
praises are the main factors in De bel Khozaee’s political poetry’s fame. Therefore, the
results of this article can be summarized in several paragraphs: First, De bel Khozaee
is a political and revolutionary activist who confronted the enemies of the Ahl al-Bayt
with the weapons of poetry and speech. This revolutionary action of De bel Khozaee
was used in the most influential literary methods of that time, especially suitable for the
general audience, namely satire and satire. The spread and public reception of De bel
Khozaee ‘s poetry is evidence of his influence on the spectrum of the general audience,
and this is consistent with his revolutionary goal, which is to influence the masses and
not necessarily literary circles. Explain that a reformer addresses the masses in the use of
language, but a scholar targets a specific audience with his scientific language. Second,
in establishing the culture of the Ahl al-Bayt, De bel Khozaee’s political methods and
approaches are in contrast to the Umayyad and Abbasid cultures. If the approach of the
ruling power structure was to forget the Ahl al-Bayt and eliminate their discourse, De bel
Khozaee , on the other hand, by using praise and lamentation, while keeping alive the
name, memory, and virtues of the Ahl al-Bayt, exposed the injustices and oppressions
that had been inflicted on them by both the Umayyads and the Abbasids. This approach
of De bel Khozaee was effective both in fueling the crisis of legitimacy of the power
structure and in reviving the culture of Imamate and guardianship. Third, the political
approach of De bel Khozaee ‘s poetry was not limited to the emotion of sadness and an-
ger, but while taking advantage of protest, he kept hope for the future alive in his poems
by depicting the promise of a savior who wished to understand his era. This completes
the threefold revolutionary movement of De bel Khozaee : rereading the past with an
ideological approach, criticizing the present, and depicting the future. Such a reality has
had a great impact on the permanence and permanence of De bel Khozaee’s poetry as a
committed and revolutionary poem, loyal to the legacy of the Infallibles. Therefore, De
bel Khozaee’s verbal productions not only “remembered the original ideals”, criticized
and exposed the injustices and betrayals” of the Umayyads and Abbasids; but also in-
cluded a rebellious subject, produced a revolutionary collective identity, and produced
the utopia of the Promised City.
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The bombing of the holy shrine of Imam Reza (P.B.U.H) by the Russians
on the 10th of Rabi’ al-Thani, 1912, is considered a significant historical
event in Mashhad. Known as the “Second Ashura,” the event was com-
memorated for a long time and poems were composed in its memory. In
this regard, the current study sought to introduce and analyze the content
of a newly discovered treatise concerning the bombing of Imam Reza’s
shrine. To this end, the most reliable sources on this subject were identified
and categorized into official sources, including documents, and unofficial
sources, such as books and newspapers. Subsequently, to facilitate a com-
parative analysis of their content with the information in the treatise under
discussion, the main topics were divided into several themes, including the
types of financial and human damages, the method of attacking the shrine
and the positioning of the cannons, the number of shells that hit the shrine
and their locations. For each theme, the significance of the manuscript’s
information was clarified in comparison to other sources. The codicologi-
cal structure of the treatise and its informational value were also presented
separately to further emphasize the importance of its content.

The analysis of the research findings reveals that this manuscript has re-
mained unknown until now, and its information has not been utilized else-
where. Based on the style and manner of the information presented, the
author was closely involved in the event and endeavored to provide an
accurate depiction while fairly addressing its various dimensions based on
personal observation and available evidence and documents. Some of the
manuscript’s information, such as the way the event commenced and the
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incidents leading to the shrine being shelled, is consistent with other sources. In specific cases,
such as the individuals involved, financial and human losses, the arrangement of military forces,
and the method of bombardment, the treatise possesses informational value, and the sections con-
cerning figures like Yusef Khan Herati’s fate are unique.

Keywords:

Bombardment, Holy Shrine of Imam Reza (P.B.U.H), Mashhad, Astan Quds, Russia,
Qajarid era.

Introduction

The bombing of the holy shrine of Imam Reza (P.B.U.H) by the Russians on the 10th of
Rabi’ al-Thani, 1912, is considered a significant historical event in Mashhad. Known
as the “Second Ashura,” the event was commemorated for a long time and poems
were composed in its memory. In this regard, the current study sought to introduce and
analyze the content of a newly discovered treatise concerning the bombing of Imam
Reza’s shrine. To this end, the most reliable sources on this subject were identified and
categorized into official sources, including documents, and unofficial sources, such as
books and newspapers. Subsequently, to facilitate a comparative analysis of their con-
tent with the information in the treatise under discussion, the main topics were divided
into several themes, including the types of financial and human damages, the method
of attacking the shrine and the positioning of the cannons, the number of shells that
hit the shrine and their locations. For each theme, the significance of the manuscript’s
information was clarified in comparison to other sources. The codicological structure
of the treatise and its informational value were also presented separately to further
emphasize the importance of its content.

A review of the currently available literature indicates that books and articles have
primarily focused on introducing and describing the event itself and how it occurred,
with less attention paid to examining documents and validating information. This
weakness is particularly evident in the composition of mixed-method research articles.
Furthermore, the treatise introduced in this paper has not been the subject of any study
whatsoever.

This library study employed codicological and manuscriptological indices to explore
the various aspects of the treatise’s significance. This treatise is part of a manuscript
collection, which can be termed a jiing (compilation), comprising seven treatises and
books from different historical periods, but only the source under discussion possesses
historical content. The treatise, along with its two appendices, holds historical value
regarding the incident of the shelling of the sacred shrine of Imam Reza (P.B.U.H).
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The date of the manuscript’s composition is not specified, and the date of its transcrip-
tion cannot be regarded the same as the date of its composition. Given the contentual
relevance between a poem and the treatise within the manuscript, it is highly probable
that both were written at the same time. Assuming this, the poetic chronogram points
to the year 1912, which can also be considered the probable date of the manuscript
composition.

The analysis of the research findings reveals that this manuscript has remained un-
known until now, and its information has not been utilized elsewhere. Based on the
style and manner of the information presented, the author was closely involved in
the event and endeavored to provide an accurate depiction while fairly addressing its
various dimensions based on personal observation and available evidence and docu-
ments. Juxtaposing official and unofficial data regarding the event allows for a more
precise and comprehensive perspective on the manuscript’s content. Beyond the issues
directly related to the event itself, it offers valuable insights into the behind-the-scenes
actors, such as the presence and role of the Russians and the British in its instigation,
escalation, and conclusion. Some of the manuscript’s information, such as the way the
event commenced and the incidents leading to the shrine being shelled, is consistent
with other sources. In specific areas, such as the individuals involved, financial and
human losses, the arrangement of military forces, and the method of bombardment, the
treatise possesses informational value, and the sections concerning figures like Yusef
Khan Herati’s fate are unique.
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Given the important and sacred position of the Prophet of Islam and the
Impeccable Imams within the realm of the Iranian people’s beliefs and
spiritual values, religious art in this land starting from the early centu-
ries of the Islamic era developed into a variety of visual subcategories,
each seeking, in a comprehensive, desirable, and aesthetically pleasing
manner, to depict the conduct of those great figures. Razavi art is among
them; it took shape based on the life-story (sirah) of Imam Reza and the
principles governing his lived experience, and includes numerous visual
works such as miniature painting. Among the remaining artworks and
depictions from many historical centuries, the present study conducted
as a case study focuses on contemporary miniatures centered on the his-
torical event of Imam Reza’s arrival in Nishapur and the narration of
the Hadith of the Golden Chain by him. The study aims, through reading
and analysis of these works as specific visual documents of the subject,
to both reveal the thematic expressions of the hadith and show how min-
iature painters have made evident the artists’ appropriation of the Imam’s
thoughts, conduct, speech, and manner of living.

The findings obtained from the description and interpretation of the visu-
al structure of these works based on the theory of Wucius Wong indicate
that although each of the miniature painters chose a particular approach
from realism to abstraction to visualize this event and concentrated on one
of the surrounding themes of the hadith, they nevertheless all endeavored
to create a spiritual and sacred atmosphere through it (inscription-writing
and the design of an angel or angel’s wing in the background) and to ap-
ply visual principles similar to those such as “upright” (rank) perspective,
as well as using gentle colors to depict faces and place the primary form
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(the Imam’s figure) within the key square of their compositional structure. In doing so, they
emphasized the central theme of the hadith: the inseparable bond between divine unity (tawhid)
and imamate. They also portrayed the Imam’s way in confronting the community of Muslims his
pleasant demeanor, kindness, and patience in an appealing manner.

Keywords:
Miniature painting, Imam Reza, Hadith of the Golden Chain, motif, Wucius Wong
theory.

Introduction

With the arrival of Islam in Iran, the art of this land became responsible for
displaying and creating works bearing religious themes and concepts of the
Muslims especially centered on reflecting the life-story of the Noble Prophet
and the Impeccable Imams, motivations for attention to and reflection upon re-
ligious teachings and principles increased, and through this process individuals
were more encouraged toward acting. Therefore, specific visual and architec-
tural works were created under this concept and under titles such as Prophetic
art, Alid art, Fatimid art, Husaynid art, Razavi art, and Mahdavi art, and they
came to fruition.

Among these, Razavi art refers to a set of artworks grounded in the sirah and
the principles governing the lived life of Imam Reza and his pure, sinless an-
cestors up to the Noble Prophet. In other words, it is said to refer to a group of
artworks created based on the teachings of the Qur’an and the sirah of the Im-
peccable Imams with emphasis on a collection of deeds, behaviors, manners,
habits, actions, methods, and even the manner of thought and viewpoints of
Imam Reza. In this regard, miniature painting within the concepts and motifs
of Razavi art has carried out the most extensive visualization across many his-
torical centuries and has left behind lasting depictions. Therefore, the present
study focuses on miniature painting works in the field of Razavi art; further-
more, in order to deepen and pursue more profound analyses, it turns, as a case
study, to contemporary miniatures (over the past five decades) concerning the
narration of the Hadith of the Golden Chain by Imam Reza. It seeks to answer
the question: how have contemporary miniature painters depicted Imam Reza’s
(peace be upon him) narration of the Hadith of the Golden Chain, and on the
basis of which of its surrounding motifs?

Method:

The data collection for this research was carried out using a field method (in-
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terviews with miniature painters) and by drawing on reliable and credible li-
brary electronic sources. The analysis of the data was also carried out on two
pillars: describing the structure of the miniatures, and interpreting them, so
as to understand their semantic and inner layers. This is because the creation
of every artwork is always concerned with two fundamental categories: form
and meaning. These two categories, respectively, constitute the formal and se-
mantic aspects of the work. In this regard, W. W. Wei Sus Wong believes that
analyzing an artwork identifies the purposeful process of its visual creation
and reveals, in the best possible way, the visual embodiment of the essence of
the work whether that essence is a message or a product. To accomplish this
task correctly and effectively, the best approach is to determine how the work’s
principal form is shaped, constructed, positioned, employed, and connected to
the surrounding space in the artwork. To this end, it is necessary to consider vi-
sual principles and rules such as the golden ratio, positive and negative space,
linear arrangement and movement, the prominent square (square indicatrix),
composition, and the communicative elements of the main form, including
size, color, texture, direction, and position. Undoubtedly, their analysis is high-
ly effective in recognizing the highest capacities for organizing an artwork
and in achieving a deep understanding of its conceptual and thematic content,
and it causes the main form to come into view. Therefore, in the present study,
iconography is carried out on the figure/depiction of Imam Reza as the main
form, so that, in connection with other visual principles, it leads to the compre-
hension of the hidden meanings within the works.

Conclusion:

The studies regarding the representation of the content of the hadith of Silsilat
al-Dhahab and its surrounding themes, across the miniatures studied, show that
contemporary miniature painters, while paying attention to the explicit mean-
ing of the hadith namely the principle of tawhid (divine unity) have referred
in various ways to its other aspects as well. They chose specific visual spaces
from depicting tangible and material settings to mystical and abstract spaces
so that they could focus on the thematic dimensions of the hadith. In fact, they
used real or imagination-invoking space in their works so that both the charac-
teristics of the hadith become manifest and the multiple themes drawn from it
can be understood, with an emphasis on the principle of imamate and velayat
(guardianship), under the unity of God’s essence. In the miniatures discussed
here, it was also observed that pictorial overlap in all of them is based on the
figure/depiction of Imam Reza in the form of focal (magami) perspective, ei-
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ther in the prominent square, or in the center of the unity of the other visual
elements of the works. Moreover, other miniature-painting principles and rules
were used so that the works, under the concept of Rezaite art and its vehicle,
could be considered a medium for the depiction of Imam Reza’s conduct con-
cerning a vital subject.
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Article Info Abstract

Article Type: The field of cultural economy is one of the new and profitable fields that
Research Article can provide good solutions to solve the financial problems of cultural or-
ganizations with scientific study. Astan Quds Razavi organization is one of
the organizations that is active in the field of cultural economy; But it has
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not yet been able to use the many capacities it has. On the other hand, due
to the lack of research in this field and considerations related to the Astan
Received: Quds Razavi organization; For example: the image and brand of Imam
July 24, 2024 Reza (PBUH), there is no research that can solve this need. The current
research tries to extract the components of the cultural economy in Astan
Quds Razavi by using thematic analysis method by emphasizing the narra-
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Published Online: Astan Quds Razavi”, “attention to synergy, coherence and coordination”,
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ativity and innovation” and “contextual conditions and activity infrastruc-

ture”. Finally, the network of themes presented in this research can help
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policy makers of cultural economy in Astan Quds Razavi for successful planning in this field.

Keywords:
Culrural economics, Creative industries, Razavi Culture, Astan Quds Razavi,
Oyyun Al-Akhbar Al-Reza (PBUH) book, Thematic analysis.

Introduction

In the cultural economy, an effort is made to establish a relationship between
culture and economic output. The term “cultural economy” refers to a specific
sub-sector of economic activity that relates to cultural products and activities
(such as music, film and art) (Pratt, 2009). Regarding the importance of the cul-
tural economy, it should be said that the effect of the cultural economy on in-
creasing the speed of development and economic growth and even part of the
development or lack of economic development has been proven (Boccella &
Salerno, 2016; Kostis, 2021; Petrakis, 2014; Petrakis et al. 2015). Considering
the importance of cultural economy and on the other hand the problems that have
been in the way of these industries and related activities, there is a need to pay
special attention to this issue.

Astan Quds Razavi is one of the largest non-governmental and non-profit orga-
nizations with huge cultural capacity and high social acceptability. Astan Quds
Razavi has paid attention to the importance of cultural work and cultural prod-
ucts in his policies; But so far no successful planning has been done in this field
and the plans made so far have failed.

This research is attempting to determine the components related to the cultural
economy in the context of Astan Quds Razavi. In addition, it should be kept in
mind that the final target level of this research is the level of policy making;
Extracting and presenting the components of cultural economy in Astan Quds
Razavi for the policy makers of this organization.

In this research, an attempt is made to extract the components related to this re-
search using the theme analysis method; According to the previous explanations,
it should be said that since this research has different dimensions; Therefore, it is
necessary to use different sources.

Considering that the research site is Astan Quds Razavi, it is necessary to pay
attention to the current policies in this organization. According to this previous
explanations, there is a need to review the policies of Astan Quds Razavi.

Considering that the Astan Quds Razavi organization is known with the image
and brand of Imam Reza (PBUH) and the macro policies of this organization
also refer to this point (for example, the text of the mission of this organization);
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Therefore, it is necessary to pay attention to the image and aspects related to
Imam Reza (PBUH). To extract the image of Imam Reza (PBUH), the book
Ayun al-Akhbar al-Reza (PBUH) is used.

Among the macro policies of Astan Quds Razavi, attention is paid to the foun-
dations and discourse of the Islamic Revolution (Policy 6 of public policies),
especially The Second Step Statement by the Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei
(Policy 14 of the announced policies of Astan Quds Razavi Scientific and Cul-
tural Organization); In order to do this, in this research, the cultural speech of the
Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei, which are related to culture and fall under the
executive scope of Astan Quds Razavi, are used.

Considering that the general atmosphere of this research is related to the field
of cultural economy, it is obvious that the final output of this research should be
strengthened with the real field and experimental issues of this field by using the
experiences in this field. For this purpose, the theoretical findings of this field
(national and international) are used to help increase the quality of the output of
this research.

After analysing the related texts from various sources, this reaserch concluded
that in the field of cultural economy, in addition to financial aspects such as “pro-
ductivity, cost reduction, and revenue increase”, attention must also be given to
non-financial aspects such as “contextual conditions and activity infrastructure”,
“creativity and innovation”, “attention to synergy, coherence and coordination”,
and “strategic planning, foresight, rationality, and scientific awareness”. Con-
sidering that the target organization of this research is Astan Quds Razavi, the
“image and prestige of Astan Quds Razavi” must also be considered. In other
words, an effective cultural economy policy to be implemented in Astan Quds
Razavi should address the components identified in this research and, to fulfill
each of these components, should consider the related subcategories (organizing
themes) of each mentioned aspect.

For example, regarding the component of “the image and prestige of Astan Quds
Razavi”, attention should be given to “creating a unique brand and appropri-

LEINY3

ate image”, “preserving, developing, and transmiting (explaining) Iranian-Is-
lamic culture and knowledge”, “maintaining the dignity and requirements of a
religious-cultural organization (organizational culture)” and “exercising gover-

nance, supervision, and evaluation.”

The policy-making process does not include operational details; however, it
should be noted that implementing the formulated policies requires further oper-
ational and detailed investigations, which involve additional processes. Utilizing
the network of themes extracted by this research to formulate operational and
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executive programs, it can be said that for each of the organizing and compre-
hensive themes, the related basic themes should be considered. For instance,
concerning the component of “the image and prestige of Astan Quds Razavi”
(comprehensive theme), attention can be given to “using Iranian-Islamic art and
architecture and civilizational symbolism”, “based on endowments and dona-

RT3

tions and its popular characteristics”, “the spirituality and sanctity of the orga-
nization and the dignity of Islam and Shiism”, “the image and brand of Imam
Reza and the centrality of the Imam Reza shrine,” “the culture of service and
pilgrim-centricity”, and other basic themes in drafting operational programs to

achieve the policies related to “the image and prestige of Astan Quds Razavi.”

Ultimately, it is suggested to the managers and policymakers of Astan Quds Ra-
zavi to consider the extracted components for planning and policy-making in
the field of the cultural economy to be able to formulate effective programs and
policies.
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Figure Y. The Model of Creative Workers and Industries (Source: Cherbo et al.,
2008, Figure 1-1, p. 14.)
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The Imami society of Razavi’s era was dynamic and had all political, so-
cial and religious capacities. The semantic and didactic centrality of Imam
Reza (PBUH) led to the formation of a special model of worldview, beliefs,
behaviors and actions in this society, which can be called Razavi culture.
In a number of hadiths of Imam Reza (PBUH), which are available in the
hadith collections of Imams, from Al-Tawheed by Sheikh Sadouq to Musnad
al-Reza (PBUH), theological topics can be studied under the headings of
principles of Imamiyyah. Based on a library and descriptive-citation method,
benefiting from the historical analysis of the period of Imam Reza (PBUH)
and using the concepts of Bourdieu’s capital theory, which defines the cultur-
al demarcations within each society under the title of “social field”, this re-
search has shown that the theological hadiths of Imam Reza (PBUH) are part
of the main frameworks of the social field of the Imamiyyah, which are used
to build or stabilize the different aspects of the Shiite religious principles
such as monotheism, prophet hood and Imamate; by explaining the concepts
of faith, beliefs and religious foundations of Shiism, these hadiths cause
differentiation, a reformist attempt to explain, or an approach of rejection
against deviant beliefs, as well as confrontation with hostile approaches of
other religions, when the process have the ability to be analytically matched
with the concept of social fields in Bourdieu’s capital theory. The social field
of Imamiyyah in the Razavi era contributed to the consolidation of Shia be-
lief as a dynamic belief-practice religion against the denial efforts of every
competing social field, including Islamic and non-Islamic, and it was a part
of the history of the survival of Imamiyyah culture.
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1. Introduction

During the Imamate of Imam Reza (a.s.), the ancient beliefs of different regions
of Iran, such as Zoroastrianism, still had a significant social presence, Islamic re-
ligions were also strongly active, and within Shiism there were various waves of
theological trends was created with religious and political changes; As after the
martyrdom of Imam Kazim (a.s.), some people who believe in the immortality of
that Imam (a.s.) came into existence under the title of Wagqifiyyah Shia commu-
nity. Before them, some others, the Ismailis, believed in the Imamate of Ismail
bin Ja'far. Although the leadership of Imam Reza (a.s.) eventually led to relative
unity. All these social currents were active in the territory of the Islamic Caliph-
ate and were always in conflicting action and reaction with each other so that
they could continue to survive. Among these diverse beliefs, the Shiites of the
Imamiyyah, relying on Imam Reza (a.s.), were alert to the religious challenges
created by rival groups, and an important part of this alertness is “expressed” as
the most important Imamiyyah discourse or cultural element; it can be identified
in the most important written religious heritage of Imamiyyah, i.e. the hadiths of
Imam Reza (a.s.). With this approach, the main problem of the current research
is to analyze the reflection of theological teachings in the hadiths of that Imam
(a.s.) under Bourdieu’s concept of “social fields”.

2. Methods

The method of this research based on historical analysis, which is done with a
library method by studying the hadiths of Imam Reza (a.s.). The theoretical ap-
proach of this research is to compare the data obtained from the historical study
with the concept of social fields in Bourdieu’s theory of capital

3. Discussion conclusion

The social fields of the historical period in question are almost compatible with
the social fields in hadiths; Among the ancient trends with non-monotheistic na-
tures towards Islam, which have historical reports about their social presence
from the first century to the age of Ma'mun, they also have reflections in the
form of dualism and fornication in Razavi’s hadiths. They are faced with a rep-
rimanding approach, at the same time, the ancient religions accepted by Islam,
i.e. Zoroastrianism and Sabianism, have room for social development, but their
monotheistic and prophetic authenticity is questioned. Social fields within Islam,
such as Murja'ah, Qadariyyah, and Jabriyyah, and social fields within Shia, such
as Tafwid and Wagqifiyyah, have a competitive-opposite reflection compared to
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the Imamiyyah, but they are present in the social arena. Of the two important
movements, Zaidiyyah and Ismailiyya have seen less reflection. It is possible
that in the case of Zaidiyyah, it may be related to the consonance of their theo-
logical principles with the Mu’tazilah, which was less distant from the principles
of the Imamiyya, and in the case of the Ismailiyyah, it is probably related to the
period of their imams being hidden or hidden, which means that they did not
appear socially. And logically, there was no reaction of the Imamiyyah towards
them. In the case of Wagqifiyyah, despite the denying and challenging nature of
their speech against the Imamate of Imam Reza (a.s.), the reflected cases of his
guidance with the blessing of the unseen aspects of the dignity of the Imam (a.s.)
are reminiscent of the familiar face of Imam (a.s.) in It is the cognitive discourse
of Imamiyyah, which has always been full of forgiveness, love and shelter, even
for those who were not interested in His Holiness. These categories, along with
the rejection of the discourse of Wagqifiyyah due to the birth of the son of Imam
(a.s.), which was another argument against Wagqifiyyah, show a type of theolog-
ical flow based on meta-mystical intuitions, which is familiar in the late Imami-
yyah culture.

Although the approach of this research was not the validation of hadiths, the
relative compatibility of the social fields of hadiths with the historical context
obtained from the study of other sources indicates the historical validity of an
important part of these hadiths.

The centers of production of the discourse concepts of the Imamiyyah can be
seen in the issues of creation, antiquity and occurrence, the position of the Imams
(a.s.) and the balance in the validity of reason and thinking with the Qur’an and
Hadith; The boundaries of the Imamiyyah social field are also significant in com-
parison with rival fields, especially regarding the issues of animism, waqifiyyah,
dualism, and other religions.

The cognitive and semantic aspects play the most important role in the relation-
ship between theology and social capital, that is, the theological teachings of
Imam (a.s.) have increased the social capital of Imamiyyah. On the other hand,
the didactic aspect of theological beliefs, which is mostly followed through ex-
planation in Razavi culture, has similarities with the concept of educational in-
stitution in the theory of capital; In other words, the hadith legacy of Imam (a.s.)
has emerged as an educational institution.

“Meaning and Respect” which are proposed under the concept of symbolic cap-
ital, are collected in the central symbol of “Imam” in Imamiyyah, and in the age
of occultism, religious scholars can be the bearers of it or legitimacy/acceptance
in the society.
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Bourdieu considered the tools of symbolic capital to be human capabilities such
as language and art, so knowledge and belief can also be added to this list.

The cognitive aspect of symbolic capital is directly related to the issue of “Dis-
course” in society or the “platform of common understanding or social field”,
that is, the production of a common cognitive aspect helps to understand com-
mon issues such as respect and legitimacy and facilitates the domain Acceptance
becomes aligned with that discourse in the society. The effort to increase the
scope of public acceptance can also be counted as one of the functions of theo-
logical science, which in the period of this research, with the teachings of Imam
(a.s.) practically expands the social field of Imamiyyah. In this way, the period of
Imamate of Imam Reza (a.s.) can be considered as one of the important periods
in the history of Shia Imamiyyah, in which the Shia community was alive and
could have a dynamic and developing social field, and an important part of this
process took place through theology.
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Divine trials and afflictions are among the inevitable realities of human life.
Hence, the prophets and awliya’ Allah, as the chosen ones of God, are not
and have not been exempt from this immutable divine tradition. In Shia doc-
trine, the prophet Muhammad and the Ahl al-Bayt are introduced as excep-
tional models for religious upbringing. For the Shia, the Imam is the exem-
plary and perfect human being, a model in every respect, and is endowed
with infallibility (‘isma) and divine protection. Consequently, by adhering to
the conduct of their leaders in similar situations—particularly during trials
and hardships—the followers can learn from their Imams and apply these
lessons in their own lives, thereby attaining desired perfection. Therefore,
the manner in which the guiding Imams faced the afflictions encountered in
their lives requires careful analysis and methodological study. This research
endeavors to provide an appropriate model for coping with hardships and
trials by examining the conduct and method of the eighth Imam in facing
personal afflictions and difficulties. The imprisonment of his father and the
consequent deprivation of his presence, the disobedience of certain relatives,
false accusations—including the pursuit of power and the practice of sor-
cery and magic—the accusation of bringing ill omen and causing drought,
remaining childless until the age of forty, and the imposition of restrictions
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(hasr) and lack of freedom of action, were among the personal trials in the life of Imam
Rida. Finally, the Imam’s strategies for confronting the aforementioned afflictions have
been indicated.

Keywords:
Affliction, Suffering, Trial, Imam Rida, Sirah of the Ahl al-Bayt

Introduction

In Islam, it is emphasized that all human beings are subject to divine trials. These
trials are particularly intricate and formidable for religious leaders, as they serve
to manifest their station and dignity. Furthermore, the successful navigation of
divine trials by religious leaders provides a model for their followers’ conduct in
life. Consequently, examining the lives of religious leaders through the lens of
divine trials and their responses to them holds significant educational value and
is of great importance.

Methods

The present research is based on analytical-descriptive method, with the help of
library sources, in order to identify the trials of Imam Rida within the scope of
his personal life and to ascertain his manner of confronting them.

Discussion and conclusion

Following this general introduction, the present article focuses on the life of the
eighth Imam of the Shia, ‘Al1 ibn Miisa, known as Imam Rida (peace be upon
him). His lifetime (148-203 AH / 765-818 CE), and particularly the period of
his Imamate, constituted a unique era. Notably, during the second phase of ‘Ab-
basid rule—and following the Arab-centric policies of the Umayyad Caliphate
as well as the Muslims’ growing acquaintance with Persian and Hellenic cul-
tures—favorable conditions emerged. On one side, non-Islamic religions active-
ly propagated their doctrines and beliefs; on the other hand, various Islamic sects
and schools of thought emerged and devoted themselves to consolidating their
theological positions. Additionally, one of the Imam Rida’s most significant and
extensive concerns lay within the intra-religious front, as even the Imami Shia
had fallen into disarray and fragmented into numerous factions and currents. In
other words, during Imam Rida’s lifetime, the Shia were experiencing a state of
maximal divergence. On the one hand, disagreements over identifying the new
Imam following the martyrdom of the previous Imam had given rise to factions
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such as the Fathiyya, Isma‘iliyya, and Wagqifa. On the other hand, various ex-
tremist (ghuluw) and delegationist (tafwid) ideas had attracted groups of Shia
toward themselves. Undoubtedly, the most significant event in the Imam’s life
was the offer of the succession to the caliphate (wilayat al-‘ahd) by al-Mamiin
and the Imam’s compelled acceptance of it.

Divine trials concerning religious leaders can be classified into three categories:
“personal,” “socio-political,” and “those related to the Preaching of religion.”
This research endeavors to provide an appropriate model for coping with hard-
ships and trials by examining the conduct and method of the eighth Imam in fac-
ing personal afflictions and difficulties. The major personal afflictions of Imam
Rida are as follows:

1. Perhaps the earliest suffering and trial experienced by Imam Rida was the im-
prisonment of his father, Muisa ibn Ja‘far. A significant portion of Imam Kazim’s
noble life was spent in captivity. On the second occasion, this imprisonment
lasted four years and ultimately led to martyrdom. During this period, Imam
Rida was deprived of the physical presence of his father. In response to his fa-
ther’s imprisonment, Imam Rida adopted the strategy of “beautiful patience”
(sabr jamil).

2. Another affliction and hardship endured by Imam Rida was the disobedience
of a number of his brothers, who refused to follow the testament (wasiyya) of
Misa ibn Ja‘far acknowledging the Imam’s succession. In other words, these
individu-als joined Wagqgifa movement. Regarding the cause of their deviation,
some schol-ars have pointed to a combination of factors, including traces of ex-
tremism (ghuluww), taqiyya, the non-designation of the succeeding Imam, and
the esoter-ic concept of Mahdism. Others have broadly cited religious doubts.
However, in some narrative sources, their self-interest and greed are mentioned
as contrib-uting factors. The Imam’s primary strategy was to endeavor to guide
them.

3. Imam Rida not having a child until after the age of forty, and the ensuing
exploi-tation of this fact by his opponents, constituted another personal trial.
To elabo-rate, Imam Rida had not fathered any child until the year 195 AH, by
which time his noble age had surpassed forty and fertility naturally begins to
decline. This was while, according to Shia beliefs, on the one hand, the Imam
must be free from any disease or defect, including sterility. On the other hand,
there must be a child to continue the line of Imamate. This very issue had become
a source of concern for the Shia. The delay in the birth of Imam Jawad not only
caused anxiety but al-so provided ammunition for the criticism and reproach
of the Imam’s opponents, including the Waqifa. In facing this trial, Imam Rida
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adopted the strategy of “em-ploying news of the unseen (ikhbar bi al-ghayb) and
directing attention to the di-vine tradition (sunnat Allah).”

4. The circulation of false accusations throughout society constituted another
severe trial for the Imam. For instance, after the ‘Abbasid caliph al-Mamiin ap-
pointed Imam Rida as his crown prince (wali al-‘ahd), a period of drought oc-
curred in the city of Marv. At that time, some of the Imam’s opponents and those
close to al-Mamiin began to utter baseless statements, attributing the drought
to the Imam’s ill omen. In response to the “accusation of bringing bad luck and
attributing the drought” to himself, the Imam adopted the strategy of “directing
attention to a true dream (ru’ya sadiqa) and performing the prayer for rain (salat
al-istisqa’).” As a re-sult of the subsequent rainfall and the end of the drought,
the false accusation and rumor ultimately led to the manifestation of the Imam’s
spiritual station.

5. Another affliction and trial endured by Imam Rida was the accusation of seek-
ing power. Some affiliated with the ‘Abbasids, by raising the allegation of resort-
ing to sorcery and magic, held such beliefs against the Imam. In response, the
Imam adopted the strategy of “clarification and providing a rebuttal.”

6. Another trial was “the imposition of restrictions (hasr) and the lack of free-
dom of action by al-Mamiin.” To elaborate, one of the strategies employed by
the “Abbasid caliphs to control the Shia Imams was to impose limitations on
the com-munication between the Imams and their followers. Contrary to the
common as-sumption that Imam Rida enjoyed complete freedom of action after
becoming crown prince, there exist reports indicating otherwise, and the Imam
himself allud-ed to his lack of freedom. For instance, when the Imam emerged
victorious in scholarly debates and the people gained deeper insight into his
character, al-Mamiin felt threatened and ordered his chamberlain, Muhammad
ibn ‘Amr al-TusT, to prevent people from attending the Imam’s debates. In an-
other instance, af-ter being summoned to Marv by the ‘Abbasid government, the
Imam was separat-ed from his family. On that occasion, while bidding farewell,
the Imam instructed his family to weep for him and emphasized that there would
be no return from this journey. Regarding this trial, the Imam chose the strategy
of “clarification and em-ploying supplication (du‘a).”
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