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The bombing of the holy shrine of Imam Reza (P.B.U.H) by the Russians
on the 10th of Rabi’ al-Thani, 1912, is considered a significant historical
event in Mashhad. Known as the “Second Ashura,” the event was com-
memorated for a long time and poems were composed in its memory. In
this regard, the current study sought to introduce and analyze the content
of a newly discovered treatise concerning the bombing of Imam Reza’s
shrine. To this end, the most reliable sources on this subject were identified
and categorized into official sources, including documents, and unofficial
sources, such as books and newspapers. Subsequently, to facilitate a com-
parative analysis of their content with the information in the treatise under
discussion, the main topics were divided into several themes, including the
types of financial and human damages, the method of attacking the shrine
and the positioning of the cannons, the number of shells that hit the shrine
and their locations. For each theme, the significance of the manuscript’s
information was clarified in comparison to other sources. The codicologi-
cal structure of the treatise and its informational value were also presented
separately to further emphasize the importance of its content.

The analysis of the research findings reveals that this manuscript has re-
mained unknown until now, and its information has not been utilized else-
where. Based on the style and manner of the information presented, the
author was closely involved in the event and endeavored to provide an
accurate depiction while fairly addressing its various dimensions based on
personal observation and available evidence and documents. Some of the
manuscript’s information, such as the way the event commenced and the
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incidents leading to the shrine being shelled, is consistent with other sources. In specific cases,
such as the individuals involved, financial and human losses, the arrangement of military forces,
and the method of bombardment, the treatise possesses informational value, and the sections con-
cerning figures like Yusef Khan Herati’s fate are unique.

Keywords:

Bombardment, Holy Shrine of Imam Reza (P.B.U.H), Mashhad, Astan Quds, Russia,
Qajarid era.

Introduction

The bombing of the holy shrine of Imam Reza (P.B.U.H) by the Russians on the 10th of
Rabi’ al-Thani, 1912, is considered a significant historical event in Mashhad. Known
as the “Second Ashura,” the event was commemorated for a long time and poems
were composed in its memory. In this regard, the current study sought to introduce and
analyze the content of a newly discovered treatise concerning the bombing of Imam
Reza’s shrine. To this end, the most reliable sources on this subject were identified and
categorized into official sources, including documents, and unofficial sources, such as
books and newspapers. Subsequently, to facilitate a comparative analysis of their con-
tent with the information in the treatise under discussion, the main topics were divided
into several themes, including the types of financial and human damages, the method
of attacking the shrine and the positioning of the cannons, the number of shells that
hit the shrine and their locations. For each theme, the significance of the manuscript’s
information was clarified in comparison to other sources. The codicological structure
of the treatise and its informational value were also presented separately to further
emphasize the importance of its content.

A review of the currently available literature indicates that books and articles have
primarily focused on introducing and describing the event itself and how it occurred,
with less attention paid to examining documents and validating information. This
weakness is particularly evident in the composition of mixed-method research articles.
Furthermore, the treatise introduced in this paper has not been the subject of any study
whatsoever.

This library study employed codicological and manuscriptological indices to explore
the various aspects of the treatise’s significance. This treatise is part of a manuscript
collection, which can be termed a jiing (compilation), comprising seven treatises and
books from different historical periods, but only the source under discussion possesses
historical content. The treatise, along with its two appendices, holds historical value
regarding the incident of the shelling of the sacred shrine of Imam Reza (P.B.U.H).
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The date of the manuscript’s composition is not specified, and the date of its transcrip-
tion cannot be regarded the same as the date of its composition. Given the contentual
relevance between a poem and the treatise within the manuscript, it is highly probable
that both were written at the same time. Assuming this, the poetic chronogram points
to the year 1912, which can also be considered the probable date of the manuscript
composition.

The analysis of the research findings reveals that this manuscript has remained un-
known until now, and its information has not been utilized elsewhere. Based on the
style and manner of the information presented, the author was closely involved in
the event and endeavored to provide an accurate depiction while fairly addressing its
various dimensions based on personal observation and available evidence and docu-
ments. Juxtaposing official and unofficial data regarding the event allows for a more
precise and comprehensive perspective on the manuscript’s content. Beyond the issues
directly related to the event itself, it offers valuable insights into the behind-the-scenes
actors, such as the presence and role of the Russians and the British in its instigation,
escalation, and conclusion. Some of the manuscript’s information, such as the way the
event commenced and the incidents leading to the shrine being shelled, is consistent
with other sources. In specific areas, such as the individuals involved, financial and
human losses, the arrangement of military forces, and the method of bombardment, the
treatise possesses informational value, and the sections concerning figures like Yusef
Khan Herati’s fate are unique.
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