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This article has been done in order to examine the content of the speeches of
the shrine in the decade of dignity. Its analysis is based on the three key dimen-
sions of the Islamic revolution, religious culture and Razavi culture, using 59
lectures and a codebook. The method used in this study is content analysis.
The findings show that 80% of the lectures are suitable for content analysis.
The most lectures in Imam Khomeini’s portico were given by Mr. Mandegari
and Mr. Aali with an average duration of 31 minutes. About 80% of the lectures
were public and 20% were only for women. In general, the most attention is
paid to the religious culture index with 69%, followed by the Islamic Revolu-
tion index with 19% and the Razavi culture index with 11%. The most repeated
dimensions in the speeches of the Decade of Dignity are: Religious education
from the perspective of Islam, dignity and freedom, the role of knowledge
in pilgrimage, human dignity in the Qur’an, hypocrisy and hypocrites in Is-
lam, forgiveness and altruism, mother’s position in education, kindness and
behavioral kindness, the position of Hadrat Masoumeh (as), knowledgeable
kindness and love, the position of Imam’s descendants (Imam Zadegan), the
model of not following the arrogant, compassion and Jihadi management, the
relationship between religion and politics, interaction with the deprived, work
and entrepreneurship in Islam, protection of Islamic unity, resistance economy,
economic and constitutional way and Sheikh Fazlullah; Therefore, it has been
concluded that the dispersion of the content of the lectures is high, and on the
other hand, some speakers have also tried to develop the scope of their con-
cepts. Some have given short and some long speeches.

Speech, Decade of Dignity, Sermon, Astan Quds Razavi, Content Analysis,
Imam Rida (as).
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problem statement

This paper explores the enduring influence of religious speeches in the contem-
porary age. Despite the proliferation of technology and various communication
channels, evidence from psychology and sociology suggests that face-to-face
preaching remains a potent tool for transmitting information, particularly on reli-
gious matters (Anschel & Smith, 2014).

Religious leaders, empowered by their connection to faith communities and ex-
pertise in religious texts, hold a unique position. Their regular sermons and public
appearances cultivate social trust and spiritual authority, granting them significant
influence over the thoughts and behaviors of believers (Jawaheri et al., 2015). Re-
ligious speech, a practiced art and technique, demonstrably impacts society. Due
to its focus on the auditory modality, it can be argued to hold a greater sway over
audiences compared to visual media (further research is needed to explore this
point). Analyzing the content of such speeches is crucial for understanding their
impact.

This study focuses on the speeches delivered at Astan Quds Razavi, a prominent
organization within the Shi’a world known for disseminating the teachings of
Imam Reza. Given its esteemed position, Astan Quds Razavi prioritizes the con-
tent of its sermons. This research specifically analyzes speeches delivered during
the “Decade of Dignity” observances, aiming to identify the thematic content and
its potential effects.

Research method

This study employed content analysis to examine speeches delivered during the
2016 commemoration decade of Imam Reza’s shrine (Motahar Razavi). Content
analysis is a systematic research method used to extract and analyze data from
textual materials (Krippendorff, 2018). It allows researchers to describe commu-
nication content, infer meaning, and understand the context of communication
production and reception.

The research population encompassed all speeches delivered during the com-
memoration period, totaling over 59. Due to the manageable sample size, a cen-
sus approach was adopted, analyzing all speeches rather than employing sam-
pling techniques.

Reliability, a cornerstone of rigorous research, was assessed following data col-
lection. In content analysis, coder agreement is a key indicator of reliability. This
study utilized the Kappa coefficient to evaluate coding consistency across differ-
ent stages.

The developed codebook included 20 thematic categories classified under three
overarching themes: Razavi culture, religious culture, and the Islamic Revolu-
tion. Additionally, descriptive data was collected on various speech characteris-



85 Quarterly Scientific Journal of Farhang Razavi. Year 12, Issue 1, Spring 2024, Serial Number 45

tics, including date, speaker name, duration, location, audience gender, and top-
ic. This codebook was provided by the research sponsor.

Research findings

Content Analysis of Speeches Delivered During the keramat Decade

This section presents a descriptive analysis of the examined speeches.

Speech Categorization: The speeches were categorized into two main groups:
relevant and irrelevant to the Decade of Dignity theme. Irrelevant speeches in-
cluded those containing extraneous sentences, question-and-answer segments, or
content unrelated to the commemoration. Approximately 80% of the speeches (n
> 47) satisfied the criteria for content analysis, while the remaining 20% (n < 12)
were excluded due to thematic irrelevance.

Speech Duration: The average speech duration was 31 minutes, falling within a
moderate range. Speech lengths varied, with the shortest recorded at 12 minutes
and the longest at 50 minutes.

Speaker Analysis: Speaker delivery times were also analyzed. Some speakers,
including Aminnia, Tolai, Helvaian, Rafiei, Farazinia, Golzadeh, Ganji, Logma-
ni, and Mandazi, tended to deliver shorter speeches in most cases. Conversely,
speakers such as Mediz, Heydarzadeh, Aali, Mandadi, Mahdovinia, Mirhosseini,
and Nejati were more likely to deliver longer lectures. Notably, Mr. Mandagh-
adi presented speeches across all three observed time categories (short, medium,
long).

Speech Location: The location of speech delivery was documented. The major-
ity (34%) of speeches were held in the Imam Khomeini portico. Other locations
included the Awan Magsoura (21%), Jame Razavi Sahn (19%), Dar al-Hikma
portico (17%), and Sahneh El-Heglab (8%).

Audience Demographics: Audience demographics were also examined. Rough-
ly 80% of the speeches were delivered to public audiences, while the remaining
20% were targeted specifically towards women.

Thematic Analysis: Thematic content analysis focused on three primary dimen-
sions: Razavi culture, religious culture, and the Islamic Revolution. Razavi Cul-
ture: The most frequently addressed concepts within the Razavi culture dimen-
sion were: Exemplar of forgiveness and altruism displayed by the Ahl al-Bayt
(39%); Expressions of love and kindness in the conduct of Imam Reza (31%);
Role of Imam Reza as a descendant of Prophet Muhammad (12%); Kindness in
leadership and social justice (12%); Interaction of Imam Reza with the underpriv-
ileged (11%); Imam Reza’s role in preserving Islamic unity (5%); Economic life
of Imam Reza (less than 1%).

Religious Culture: The most prominent themes within the religious culture di-
mension were: Religious education in Islam (53%) Importance of knowledge
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during pilgrimage (11%) Human dignity in the Quran (10%) Hypocrisy in Islam
(8%) Role of mothers in education (5%) Significance of Prophet Razavi (4%)
Importance of kindness and compassion (4%) Role of Imamzadegan (3%)

Work ethic and entrepreneurship in Islam (1%) Resistance economy (less than
1%).

Discussion and conclusion

This study analyzed the content of speeches delivered at a shrine during the “De-
cade of Dignity.” Eighty percent of the identified lectures were deemed suitable
for content analysis. A majority of the lectures were delivered by Mr. Mandadi
and a prominent professor. The average speech duration was 31 minutes, with
most delivered in Imam Khomeini’s portico. Public lectures comprised 80% of
the sample, with the remaining 20% targeted solely towards women.

Thematic analysis revealed that concepts related to Razavi culture were most
prominent. These focused on the Ahl al-Bayt (peace be upon them), models of
forgiveness and altruism, and characteristics of love and kindness exemplified by
Imam Reza and scholarly figures from the Prophet Muhammad’s family. Within
the religious culture index, the most frequently addressed topics were the model
of compassion in life and jihadi management, religious education from an Islamic
perspective, the role of knowledge in pilgrimage, and human dignity as reflect-
ed in the Quran. The Islamic Revolution index primarily focused on themes of
dignity and freedom, the model of disobeying the arrogant, and the relationship
between religion and politics.

Overall, the religious culture index received the most attention (69%), followed
by the Islamic Revolution index (19%) and the Razavi culture index (11%). The
most frequently recurring themes included religious education from an Islamic
perspective, dignity and freedom, the role of knowledge in pilgrimage, human
dignity in the Quran, hypocrisy and hypocrites in Islam, forgiveness and altruism,
the role of mothers in education, behavioral kindness, the status of Hazrat Reza,
kindness and loving-kindness, the role of Imams, the model of disobeying the
arrogant, compassion and jihadi management, the relationship between religion
and politics, interaction with the disadvantaged, work and entrepreneurship in Is-
lam, protection of Islamic unity, resistance economy, Islamic lifestyle (economic
and constitutional), and the legacy of Sheikh Fazlullah.
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