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In today’s complex, multidimensional world, the need for profound, mul-
tifaceted, and layered thinking is more critical than ever. This study aims
to elucidate the significance of networked thinking as a pivotal tool for in-
dividual and societal growth, grounded in an analysis of the teachings and
intellectual traditions of Imam Reza (AS) in promoting a culture of authen-
tic thinking. By examining the concept of thinking and its various forms
in contemporary scientific literature, as well as its semantic foundations in
Imam Reza’s (AS) tradition, this article concludes that:

1. The core of his teachings lies in institutionalizing Quranic thought—a
framework that transcends conventional analytical reasoning (e.g., ana-
lytical, critical, logical, systemic, creative, and future-oriented thinking)
without contradicting it.

2. This Quran-anchored authentic thinking elevates beyond such reason-
ing, positioning itself in the human heart, where intellect and spirituality
unite at their highest levels. Imam Reza (AS) emphasizes the systematic
connection between the heart, language, and thought, asserting that the
heart is the primary locus of reflection and reasoning, from which all hu-
man actions and speech emanate.

Strategies to cultivate this thinking include: remembrance of the Divine,
self-examination, purifying the heart from impurities, contemplation of di-
vine verses and creation, patience in adversity, encouraging inquiry, open-

Cite this The Author (s): Firoozi, N; Moradzadeh, F; Zohorian, A (2024). The Application of Semantic
Network Thinking in the Life and Teachings of Imam Reza (as): Bridging Quranic Epistemology and Con-
temporary Cognitive Framework: Quarterly Scientific Journal of Farhang Razavi. Year 13, Issue 4, Winter
2025, Serial Number 52 — (7- 46)-

@ @ DOI:10.22034/farzv.2025.501240.2067



https://orcid.org/0000-0001-6692-2479
https://orcid.org/0009-0001-4975-5987
https://orcid.org/0009-0009-4873-4250
https://doi.org/10.22034/farzv.2023.375181.1833

The Application of Semantic Network Thinking in the Life and Teachings of Imam Reza (as) ... 8

ness to truth, avoiding intellectual rigidity, reflecting on mortality, understanding the philosophy
of divine commandments, and mindful silence. These practices form an overarching umbrella for
other thinking paradigms—such as logical, critical, strategic, systemic, creative, and meaning-ori-
ented thinking—by infusing thought with boundless spiritual depth and liberating it from worldly,
materialistic constraints.

Keywords:

Thinking, Networked Thinking, Quranic Thinking, Imam Reza’s (AS) Tradition, Spiri-
tual Reasoning.

1. Introduction

In an age of intellectual polarization—where scientific materialism often dis-
misses spiritual insights, and religious dogmatism rejects empirical inquiry—
Imam Reza’s (AS) teachings offer a transcendent epistemological framework.
This study explores his Semantic Network of Thought, a Quranic model that
harmonizes divine revelation (Wahy), rational inquiry (Aql), and heart-centered
cognition (Qalb) into a unified system of knowledge. Drawing on Imam Reza’s
debates, sermons, and ethical directives, the research addresses a critical gap in
modern scholarship: the absence of systematic dialogue between classical Is-
lamic thought and contemporary cognitive science. By contextualizing his ideas
within both 8th-century Abbasid intellectual debates and 21st-century epistemic
crises (e.g.,Al ethics, environmental collapse, and interfaith conflict), the study
positions Imam Reza’s framework as a transformative paradigm for reconciling
spiritual and scientific epistemologies.

2. Methodology

The research employs a tripartite methodology to bridge historical and interdis-
ciplinary divides:

1.Textual Hermeneutics: Close analysis of primary sources, including Quranic
exegesis (Tafsir al-Mizan), hadith collections (Al-Kafi,Uyun Akhbar al-Reza),
and Imam Reza’s interfaith dialogues with Jewish, Christian, and Zoroastrian
scholars.

2.Comparative Epistemology: Juxtaposition of Imam Reza’s teachings with
modern cognitive theories (e.g.,Peter Senge’s systems thinking, Mihaly Csiksz-
entmihalyi’s flow theory, and John Dewey’s reflective inquiry).

3. Historical-Contextual Analysis: Examination of the Abbasid era’s socio-polit-
ical dynamics to decode how Imam Reza navigated tensions between rationalist
(Mu ‘tazilite), traditionalist (Ahl al-Hadith), and mystical (Sufi) schools.
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3. Key Findings

3.1. Heart-Centered Cognition (Qalb)

Imam Reza redefines the heart (Qalb) as the epistemic center of human cognition,
transcending its conventional association with emotion. In his debates, he argues
that Qalb—when purified through Tazkiyat al-Nafs (self-purification)—becomes
the locus of divine insight (Ma‘rifa), capable of integrating sensory data, rational
deduction, and spiritual intuition. For instance, in his dialogue with the physician
Ibn Sahl, Imam Reza critiques reductionist materialism by asserting:

“The heart perceives what the eye cannot see, and the mind cannot grasp—this
is the essence of divine wisdom.”

This aligns with Quranic verses (e.g.,”’It is not the eyes that are blind, but the
hearts within the breasts” [22:46]), positioning Qalb as the gateway to transcen-
dent truth.

3.2. Integration of Thought Types

Imam Reza’s debates exemplify a fluid synthesis of analytical, critical, and sys-
temic thinking:

-Analytical Thinking: In his discourse with the Sabian scholar Abdullah ibn
Salam, Imam Reza deconstructs the human body’s anatomical complexity to
prove intelligent design, mirroring modern systems biology.

-Critical Thinking: His rejection of Ma’mun’s political offer (“I will not partake
in governance steeped in injustice”) demonstrates ethical critique rooted in Qura-
nic justice (Adl).

- Systemic Thinking: By framing creation as an interconnected cosmic order
(“The stars are signs for those who reflect”), he anticipates ecological holism.
3.3. Strategies for Spiritual-Intellectual Growth

The study identifies four Quranic strategies Imam Reza advocates for nurturing
holistic cognition:

1. Dhikr (Divine Remembrance): Continuous mindfulness of God as a tool to
purify cognitive biases.

2. Muhasaba (Self-Audit): Critical self-reflection to align actions with ethical
and intellectual integrity.

3.Tadabbur (Contemplation of Creation): Studying natural phenomena as mani-
festations of divine wisdom.

4. Sukut (Strategic Silence): Cultivating intellectual humility through mindful
silence.

4. Comparative Analysis with Modern Frameworks
Imam Reza’s Semantic Network resonates with—yet challenges—contemporary
theories:
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-Systems Thinking (Senge, 1990): While Senge emphasizes feedback loops,
Imam Reza adds a spiritual dimension, framing the cosmos as a “divinely orches-
trated system” (Nizam al-ljaz).

-Flow Theory (Csikszentmihalyi, 1996): The concept of “flow” aligns with Imam
Reza’s Thsan (excellence in worship), but his model prioritizes divine intention-
ality over individual psychology.

-Critical Pedagogy (Dewey, 1910): Both advocate inquiry-based learning, but
Imam Reza roots critical thinking in Tawhid (divine unity), rejecting secular
relativism.

5. Implications for Contemporary Challenges

The Semantic Network offers solutions to modern dilemmas:

- Al Ethics: By prioritizing Qalb-driven ethics over algorithmic efficiency, it ad-
dresses biases in Al decision-making.

- Environmental Crisis: The Quranic principle of Khalifa (stewardship) reframes
sustainability as a spiritual duty.

- Interfaith Dialogue: Imam Reza’s dialectical method (“Speak to people in the
language of their intellect”) provides a template for reconciling religious plural-
ism.

6. Conclusion

Imam Reza’s Semantic Network transcends temporal and cultural boundar-
ies, offering a holistic epistemology that harmonizes divine revelation, rational
inquiry, and ethical praxis. By foregrounding Qalb as the nexus of cognition,
his framework challenges the materialism of modern science while enriching
spiritual traditions with intellectual rigor. This study advocates for integrating
his teachings into global discourses on post-secular rationality, arguing that the
Quranic emphasis on Tawhid (unity) can heal the epistemic fractures of our age.
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National unity, meaning the alignment and coordination of the components
of a political and social system, as the most important factor of national au-
thority, the foundation of development and progress, and reducing internal
and external threats, is of great importance for all countries. This matter is
of double importance for the Islamic Republic of Iran, which is faced with
the large number of efforts of the Arrogant Front to undermine its national
unity. For national unity, they list several factors such as: land and territory,
language, government, race and ethnicity, traditions and customs, intellectual
heritage, myths and heroes, and the like, and there is a consensus about their
role in strengthening national unity. But what is less mentioned is the role of
religion and religious teachings in national unity; Some people even consider
religion against national unity. This is despite the fact that religious beliefs
have a much more important role in the stability of national unity than other
factors. Considering the important role of religion and religious teachings in
shaping the national unity of Iranians, it is appropriate to examine the role of
Imam Reza’s teachings in this regard. The findings of this research, which
is organized in a descriptive and analytical way, shows that Imam’s emigra-
tion to Iran, advice for unity and avoiding differences, justice, protection of
human dignity, theoretical and practical confrontation with discrimination,
moral characteristics and his respect for other sects have played an inspiring
role in shaping and strengthening the national unity of Iranians in alignment
with Islamic teachings and Islamic unity.
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1. Introduction

The importance of unity in all social units, from the family, which is the most
fundamental unit, to larger units such as groups, associations, organizations,
society, and the country is accepted by everyone; Without the alignment and
convergence of the members of these units, it is not only possible to achieve
well-being, comfort, peace and happiness, which is one of the most important
and main goals of creating societies, but it is also impossible to continue the
survival and life of that unit. Based on this, the Holy Quran in numerous verses
and the Ahl al-Bayt (PBUH) in numerous traditions have called all Muslims to
unity based on common beliefs and to avoid division and have warned them of
its consequences. Therefore, the necessity and importance of Islamic unity is
clear and undeniable.

What is sometimes neglected or denied is the subject of national unity. Some-
one believe that the only accepted unity is religious unity based on common be-
liefs and Islam does not recognize national unity and other related concepts such
as nationality (nationalism/nationalism), national interests, national security and
national pride. Basically, they consider the plan of national unity in opposition to
Islamic unity and in line with the revival of obsolete cultures of the past. What
fueled this belief was the effort of some nationalists who try to revive the pre-Is-
lamic identity, confronting Islamic values and purifying the Persian language
from Arabic.

Today, national unity is so important that even if there is no mention of national
unity in religious teachings, nothing reduces its importance as an experience and
a rational method.

For the national unity of Iranians, experts enumerate several factors such as:
land and territory, language, government, race and ethnicity, traditions and ritu-
als, intellectual heritage, myths and heroes, and the like, and about their role in
strengthening national unity, there is a consensus, but these things do not have
the necessary stability to be able to build a unity based on it that can withstand
the increasing challenges and threats. Therefore, in order to strengthen national
unity, it is necessary to look for factors that have religious support to guarantee
national unity. We believe that not only religion is not against national unity, but
some religious orders can help to create national unity in a way that does not
conflict with Islamic unity.

With the belief that efforts to strengthen national unity is a religious and na-
tional duty, in this essay, the inspiring role of Imam Reza’s life and words in
strengthening the national unity of Iranians in connection with Islamic unity is
examined.
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Methods

The present research is based on analytical-descriptive method and with the
help of library sources, in order to examine the inspiring role of Imam Reza mea-
sure the correlation of this hadith with the rule in The Inspiring Role of Imam
Reza’s Teachings specially his emigration to Iran, in Strengthening the National
Unity of Iranians

Discussion and conclusion

National unity means the alignment and coordination of the components of a
political and social system.

Although in religious sources, there is no explicit mention of national unity
and other topics related to it, which is one of the newly emerging terms of the
contemporary period, but from the examination of verses and traditions, it can be
concluded that Islam agrees with national unity in its correct meaning or at least
it can be said that it is not against religious teachings and values and even it can
help to strengthen national unity in its true sense.

The Holy Quran also recognizes social units: “O people! We created you from
a male and a female and made you nations and tribes so that you may know one
another. Undoubtedly, the most honorable of you is the most pious in the sight
of God. Indeed, God is All-Knowing and All-Knowing” (Hujrat/13). The verse
clearly states that belonging to a group or society is not a criterion of superiori-
ty, the only criterion of valuing according to the Qur’an is piety; However, this
verse has not only denied the principle of grouping into categories under the
titles of branches and tribes, but has considered this grouping to be the will and
command of God. In the Qur’an and hadiths, people who are in a certain group,
such as family, relatives, and neighbors, are given more rights than people who
are not in these groups.

Among the important incidents that strengthened the national unity of Iranians
was the migration of Imam Reza (a.s.) to Iran. The emigration of Imam Reza
(AS) to Iran happened at a time when the Iranians were extremely disappointed
due to the deception of the Abbasids, the killing of Abu Muslim Khorasani and
the suppression of numerous uprisings. What was the cause of many of these
failures was the lack of support of the masses of the people for these indepen-
dence-seeking movements, as if there was a feeling that these movements were
against Islamic unity. In this situation, the visit of Imam Reza (AS) to Iran and
the highlighting of some characteristics of Shiism such as the love of the Ahl
al-Bayt (AS) created the feeling in Iranians that it is possible to think about the
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territorial unity of Iran within the limits of geographical borders without conflict
with Islam and Islamic unity. In addition, His Imam Reaza’s recommendations
for unity and avoiding differences, fair treatment with all people, both Muslim
and non-Muslim, preserving human dignity, theoretically and practically dealing
with discrimination, especially racial discrimination, and treating with respect
His Holiness with Differences and religions have played an inspiring role in
shaping and strengthening the national unity of Iranians in alignment with Islam-
ic teachings and Islamic unity.
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Holy Shrines, as spiritual destinations for pilgrimages and excursions on
urban and extra-urban scales, are considered an Iranian Islamic model in
the manifestation of Iranian Islamic identity. From the perspective of Ira-
nian [slamic identity, it is emphasized to utilize the existing areas of cities
in promoting the cultural, social and economic dimensions of that city.
Imamzadehs can be one of these valuable areas, an attraction for pilgrims
and religious tourists, which in turn, with the arrival of religious tourists, em-
phasizes social homogeneity and strengthens the social identity of the city.
The purpose of this article is to explain the importance of pilgrimage and
Holy Shrines as an Iranian Islamic model of religious tourism in promoting
Iranian Islamic identity for religious cities and to study practical solutions to
strengthen this approach. This research is of a qualitative type that is carried
out by describing and analyzing the content of texts and logical reasoning
and documentary and library study methods. Such an approach will require
planning to introduce, provide the services, facilities, and equipment need-
ed, especially residential complexes, and design and develop the Imamza-
dehs in a contextual manner. In the cultural and social dimension, attracting
individuals and groups of the community in a single space and instilling a
religious and spiritual feeling, it is considered a sustainable cultural symbol
and an unparalleled platform for displaying social identity. This contributes
to the cultural and social stability of cities and provides a means to strength-
en the psychological, social, and cultural security of the community. The
Iranian-Islamic identity of pilgrimage settlements can be studied based on
Imamzadehs as the beating heart of cities and villages. The holy shrines of
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Imamzadehs, while continuing sustainable life through the pilgrimage ritual, become the center of
religious rituals and traditions, especially celebrations, feasts, and mourning on special occasions. In
the physical dimension, Imamzadehs are located in key and structural points of cities and villages.
In this regard, the connection and connection of the Imamzadeh spaces with the components and
elements around them, especially the network of main and secondary passages and routes, mosques,
markets and surrounding neighborhoods, is of considerable importance in the urban design of the
aforementioned settlements.

Keywords:

Holy Shrines, Iranian Islamic Identity, Pilgrimage, Pilgrimage Tourism Approach.

Introduction

Holy shrines are spiritual destinations for trips and excursions in urban and sub-
urban scales, which are considered as an Islamic-Iranian model in achieving Ira-
nian-Islamic identity. In the perspective of Islamic-Iranian identity, it is empha-
sized on the utilization of the existing fields of the cities in order to improve the
cultural, social and economic dimensions of that city. Imamzadeh Holy Shrines
can be an attraction for tourists as one of these valuable fields. In this way, with
the arrival of religious tourists, social homogeneity is emphasized and the social
identity of the city is strengthened.

Methodology

The aim of the present study is to explain and clarify the position of holy shrines
and shrines of Imams in the formation and identity of Islamic Iranian cities. In
other words, this article tries to clarify the role and examples of holy shrines in
urban identity. In this regard, the questions of the present study are: What is the
position of the shrine of the Imams in the identity and life of Iranian cities? Due
to the nature of the research, the research method used will be descriptive-ana-
lytical research method. Descriptive-analytical research uses a combination of
descriptive and analytical research methods. In this type of research, the com-
ponents of the research are described and the relationships between them are
analyzed. In other words, cognition and analysis in this type of research will
be combined with a qualitative approach. The main hypothesis of the research
is that the holy shrines and shrines of Imamzadeh Holy Shrine, while having a
significant role in the identity of Iranian cities, can be a comprehensive center
in responding to a variety of needs of clients and enthusiasts and a platform for
deepening the identity of Iranian Islamic life. To play a role.
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Result and Discussion

The Imamzadeh complex has important and distinctive features in the visual
identity of the city. The domes, minarets and entrances of the shrines create a
beautiful skyline and a memorable urban landscape in the respective cities by be-
ing located in the lines of view of passers-by and residents and forming strategic
vision axes. In general, the position of Imamzadeh in terms of physical identity
of Iranian cities can be said:

-Helping to form a beautiful, original and memorable skyline; As the dome, min-
arets and entrance of the complex are considered as turning points of this sky
line.

- Watching the distinctive, beautiful and pleasant colors used in the body of
Imamzadeh induces a special feeling of calm and pleasure in human beings.
Blue, gold, green, cream colors in the bodies, domes and minarets are notable
examples.

- Special forms and colors that are used in Imamzadeh collection play as import-
ant signs and symbols in recognizing, orienting, legibility of spaces and plac-
es. Such as domes, minarets, entrances, arches, openings, roofs, ponds, etc. that
show themselves from a distance, signs act on the scale of the city and urban
parts.

- Uses and activities that take place at different times in Imamzadeh have a vari-
ety, coordination and special dynamics in shape, color, scale and size, mood and
.... For example, in the ritual of individual and collective pilgrimage, mourning,
individual and group prayers, different groups are performing activities or inter-
acting, etc. are some of these examples. Or black and green flags, banners, votive
tables and Saqqahs, light and colored decorations on occasions, etc. are another
part of the dynamic visual identity of the Imamzadeh.

- Coordination and variety in materials (tiling, plastering, mirror work, brick-
work, stonework); Harmony in decorations and colors; Harmony and diversity
among pilgrims.

Conclusion

The identity of the settlements can be studied based on Imamzadeh as the beat-
ing heart of cities and villages. These imamzadehs, while maintaining a stable
life through the ritual of pilgrimage, on special occasions become the center
of religious and religious rites and traditions, especially celebrations, holidays
and mourning. In the physical dimension, Imamzadehs are located in the key
and structural points of cities and villages. In this regard, the connection and
connection of the spaces of Imamzadeh with the components of the surrounding
elements, especially the network of passages and main and secondary routes,
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mosques, markets and surrounding neighborhoods, is of considerable impor-
tance in the urban design of the mentioned settlements. In most of the cities,
the development of the city has been done with the focus of Imamzadehs. For
example, in the development of the cities of Qom, Aran, and Bidgol, Imamzade-
hs have acted as city builders and the urban fabric around Imamzadeh has been
formed over time.

Bekaa Mutbarke has an important role in Iranian Islamic identity, which can be
used in the field of religious tourism. The capabilities of this approach in differ-
ent dimensions give the possibility to the urban management and the society to
meet the various cultural, social, leisure and other urban functions with a com-
prehensive view and adopting a context-oriented approach. These needs include
spirituality in the city and urban spaces, the publication and dissemination of
religious and religious sciences and knowledge, the creation of comprehensive
religious collections (Arsen Shahri), the provision of service and welfare infra-
structures for religious tourists and pilgrims, which have practical solutions in
various dimensions. The table below shows the relationship between different
aspects of the development of Holy Shrines and pilgrimage tourism.
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on the resistance and stability of the Palestinian and Syrian people. At the level of explanation, the
poet has created a critical discourse based on the betrayal of the normalization of relations and the
compromise of some Arab rulers with the Zionist occupation regime by stating the most important
reason for the martyrdom of the Imam (a.s.) which was the compromise of some community leaders
with the oppressive rulers.

Keywords:

critical discourse analysis, contemporary Arabic poetry, Norman Farklough, Suleiman Al-Salman.

1. Introduction

Language is an amazing tool to express our thoughts, feelings and experienc-
es. But this powerful tool is not limited to the surface of words. Behind every
sentence, there is a world of complex meanings, relationships and structures that
critical discourse analysis opens a window to enter this hidden world. Critical
discourse analysis does not merely describe language, but seeks to discover the
mysteries hidden in it. This new approach looks at language as a reflection of
social structures, ideologies and power relations.

Norman Fairclough - a British linguist and researcher - offers an efficient
framework for discourse analysis that focuses on text, discourse practice and
social performance as ways to examine the content and organization of the text,
as well as examine the actions and relationships involved in the production and
dissemination of text meanings. . Fairclough believes that the title “Critical Dis-
course Analysis” which today is much more used than critical linguistics and still
refers to the analysis of texts similar to quoted and annotated texts (1379: 185).
Norman Fairclough presents critical discourse analysis as a method for examin-
ing the relationship between language, meaning transmission, power, and social
inequality.

Suleiman al-Salman is a Palestinian poet living in Syria who has witnessed the
pain and suffering of his community since he was a child, and an important part
of his works has always been in defense of the resistance front and condemning
the Zionist occupiers and the system of domination and false powers. Therefore,
he is known as a socio-political poet. His ode called “Salas al-Dahab” is one of
his valuable works, which was written on the subject of Imam Reza (a.s.), the
eighth Imam of the Shiites, and under the influence of a trip to the city of Mash-
had and the pilgrimage of Imam Hammam. Al-Sulmani wrote the ode “Salas
al-Dhahab” under the influence of the sufferings of the oppressed people of Pal-
estine and Syria; Therefore, the mentioned ode contains an ideological approach



105 Quarterly Scientific Journal of Farhang Razavi. Year 13, Issue 4, Winter 2025, Serial Number 52

and a political discourse. In this ode, while expressing the characteristics and
virtues of the Imam (a.s.), with symbolic language and the use of literary arrays,
he instills valuable concepts about the role of unity centered on the province to
the audience. On the other hand, this ode is of great importance in order to create
a discourse with the aim of bringing the Sunni and Shiite society together, and
the examination and analysis of its discourse components further reveals the
necessity of this research.

2. Methods

Based on this, this research tries to analyze the hidden layers of meaning and
also the hidden discourses in the text of al-Salman’s poem based on Norman
Fairclough’s critical discourse analysis patterns and answer the following ques-
tions with a descriptive-analytical method.

- What are the most important linguistic features of discourse at the level of
description?

- What is the situational and intertextual texture of the ode “Salaz al-Dhahab”
and what is the relationship between the discourse at the level of explanation and
ideological concepts?

3. Discussions and conclusion

The results of the application of the processes presented in the analysis of Nor-
man Farklough’s critical discourse on the ode “Salaz al-Dahab” by Sulaiman
Al-Sulman are as follows.

- The element of repetition in the ode “Salaz al-Dahab” focusing on key words;
Among them, “Al-Imam”, “Al-Wali”, “Al-Reza”, “Noor” emphasizes the posi-
tion and dignity of Imamate and Wilayat in the guidance and happiness of the
Muslim community; Also, the repetition of words such as “intelligence” and
“science” also points to the importance of understanding and learning the soci-
ety to choose the path of guidance and clinging to the love and guardianship of
Imam (a.s.).

- The semantic synonyms in the mentioned ode by using concepts such as:
guardianship, guidance, dignity, wisdom in order to promote the ideology and
values of Islam, especially to explain the place of leadership and guidance of
Imam (AS) in the society.

- The meaning of contrast in this poem expresses the dualities of society and
tries to direct ideologies towards a unified society. When the poet says to Imam
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(a.s.) that I cure the pains I feel by making love to you; That is, it seeks to depict
a society that is overshadowed by oppression, pain and suffering, and humanity
and communication with the Imam (a.s.) is the only way to resolve these con-
tradictions.

- The implication of the widespread use of known verbs in the mentioned ode
emphasizes the category of enlightenment and explanation of right and wrong.
In fact, by using these verbs, the poet is trying to awaken thoughts. By not using
indefinite verbs, the poet avoids taqiyyah and expresses his beliefs clearly and
shows that his beliefs about Imam (a.s.) are firm. Similarly, the use of indefinite
verbs can indicate an attempt to hide or downplay the role of certain people or
groups in those events.

- The existence of the literary array of puns in this ode, in addition to indicating
the coherence of the mentioned concepts and the unity and integrity of Muslim
thought regarding the issue of Imamate, has added to the aesthetic transfer of
these concepts to the reader and its impact.

- The ode “Salas al-Dhahab” is based on the context of a situation based on the
discourse of resistance and expression of the sufferings of the Palestinian people;
Because the poet has always lived with the pains of the Palestinian and Syrian
people in different time and place situations. In fact, the poet, as a representative
of the Palestinian people, sought refuge in the city of Mashhad and Imam Reza
(a.s.) from the pains caused by the oppression of the colonial system, and con-
siders this pilgrimage to relieve his pains.

- At the level of interpretation, the poet tries to prove and promote the virtues of
Imam Reza (a.s.) by using intertextual passages from the verses of the Qur’an,
which is the holy book of all Muslims, both Shia and Sunni, and to create a
discourse based on the role of Imamate in the guidance and happiness of the
Muslim community.

- Since al-Salman, understanding the conditions of the Palestinian nation, sees
the weakness of the unity of the Palestinian society in the lack of reliance on
the guiding leadership, he addressed this important issue in his poem. For this
reason, it seems that one of the thoughts and goals of the poet in this ode is to
explain the true unity by clinging to the guardianship of the Ahl al-Bayt (AS);
Although during the period of British and French colonialism, Palestinian poets,
in the conditions of suffocation and fear of the domination system, wrote about
their feelings and their people in the form of poetry and with symbolic language;
Wali al-Salman, with a clear approach and approaching the boundaries of Shia
and Sunni beliefs, introduces the Shia imam as a spiritual support and the secret
of the victory of the Palestinian people.
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The ode “Salsal al-Dhahab” is a poem by a Palestinian poet who has lived
with the pain and suffering of his people and has always used poetry as a work of
art to reflect the sufferings of his people and to reflect the oppression, oppression
and occupation of the Zionist regime. According to the context of the situation,
the present poem can be described as a poem based on the discourse of resistance
and the expression of the sufferings of the Palestinian people. In fact, the poet,
as a representative of the Palestinian people, took refuge in the Imam (a.s.) from
the pains caused by the oppression of the colonial system, and considers this
pilgrimage to relieve his pains.

- At the level of explanation, the poet has created a critical discourse about the
betrayal of the compromise of some Arab rulers with the occupying Zionist re-
gime by mentioning the pains of the Imam (a.s.) based on the compromise of the
Muslim leaders and tribes with the oppressive rulers and leaving the Imam (a.s.)
alone. Also, with reference to Imam (a.s.) and the need to fight against oppres-
sion, the poet is trying to create a discourse based on confronting and confronting
the systems of global power and domination.
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The existence of divine proof at all times and its continuation until the Day
of Resurrection is one of the tenets of Shia belief, even among the branch
sects; Hence, even the Wagqjifites (Waaqefiyyah) and the opponents of Imam
Reza’s (p. b. u. h) imamate came through this principle in rejecting him and
denied his Imamate. However, during the narration that is analyzed in the
following article, Hazrat Reza, peace be upon him, answered the deniers of
his Imamate. The imamate of Imam Reza (p. b. u. h) was doubted once af-
ter the martyrdom of his noble father, and it led to the formation of waaqefi-
yah, and once again, the fact that he did not have children at an advanced
age caused doubts among some of his followers. so that some of them
converted to waaqefiya; Despite this, there was a definite belief in the con-
tinuity of divine proofs in the beliefs of the Shiites, to such an extent that
even the Wagqjifites had no choice but to adapt their deviant beliefs to this
original belief in order to achieve their goals. This article, while re-reading
Ibn Bashar’s narration, explains Ibn Qiyama’s conversation with the Imam
of the Waaqgefiyyah group, with a verbal and ruling approach, explaining
the Imamate after him. The issue of the earth not being empty of imams
from a theological point of view, on the one hand, and the issue of the ab-
sence of two speaking imams at the same time from a ruling point of view,
on the other hand, are two important and fundamental points in this article;
that Ibn Qiyamai Waaqefi in his conversation with Imam Reza (p. b. u. h)
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@ @ DOI1:10.22034/farzv.2024.464265.2011



https://orcid.org/0000-0002-8368-5636
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-5427-4654
https://orcid.org/0009-0006-8085-7494

Theological and philosophical Analysis of Ibn Qiyama's Narrative on the Issue of Continuity of Authority ... 132

acknowledges both of the mentioned issues. Due to the lack of specific background in this field,
The innovation of this article is in this aspect, which makes it clear in an interdisciplinary way with
a theological and ruling point of view, and in a descriptive and analytical method, while examining
and analyzing the content of the mentioned hadith, and analyzing the various affairs of the Imam-
ate, that the dignity of Wilayat is the only dignity that The title of Hojjat, meaning intermediary in
divine grace, is continuous and manifests in only one person from the divine saints at any time and
cannot be assigned to two people at the same time.

Key words:
Continuity of divine proof, the rule of grace, Imam’s affairs, waqfiyyah, intercession of
grace, Hossein bin Qiyama.

1. Introduction

Divine authority is the intermediary between the material earth and the spir-
itual heavens. The system of existence, including the earth, is stable thanks to
the existence of Imam Masoom. It is clear that such a role, which is the link be-
tween God and all blessings; It cannot be performed by two Imams at the same
time, because such a role is not a creditable and abstract matter, but rather a real
matter that has only one example, and this is the meaning of the hadith “at the
same time, two people cannot be imam at the same time unless one of them does
nothing.

The existence of divine proof at all times and its continuation until the Day of
Resurrection is one of the tenets of Shia belief, even among the branch sects;
Hence, even the Wagqifites (Waaqefiyyah) and the opponents of Imam Reza’s
(p. b. u. h) imamate came through this principle in rejecting him and denied his
Imamate. However, during the narration that is analyzed in the following arti-
cle, Hazrat Reza, peace be upon him, answered the deniers of his Imamate. The
imamate of Imam Reza (p. b. u. h) was doubted once after the martyrdom of his
noble father, and it led to the formation of waaqefiyah, and once again, the fact
that he did not have children at an advanced age caused doubts among some of
his followers. so that some of them converted to waaqefiya; Despite this, there
was a definite belief in the continuity of divine proofs in the beliefs of the Shiites,
to such an extent that even the Wagifites had no choice but to adapt their deviant
beliefs to this original belief in order to achieve their goals. This article, while
re-reading Ibn Bashar’s narration, explains Ibn Qiyama’s conversation with the
Imam of the Waagefiyyah group, with a verbal and ruling approach, explaining
the Imamate after him. The issue of the earth not being empty of imams from
a theological point of view, on the one hand, and the issue of the absence of
two speaking imams at the same time from a ruling point of view, on the other
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hand, are two important and fundamental points in this article; that Ibn Qiyamai
Waagefi in his conversation with Imam Reza (p. b. u. h) acknowledges both
of the mentioned issues. The innovation of this article is in this aspect, which
makes it clear in an interdisciplinary way with a theological and ruling point of
view, and in a descriptive and analytical method, while examining and analyz-
ing the content of the mentioned hadith, and analyzing the various affairs of the
Imamate, that the dignity of Wilayat is the only dignity that The title of Hojjat,
meaning intermediary in divine grace, is continuous and manifests in only one
person from the divine saints at any time and cannot be assigned to two people
at the same time.

Therefore, Ibn Qiyama’s question to Imam Reza (p. b. u. h), and Imam Reza’s
answer, in addition to showing the ruling atmosphere of that time and the activi-
ties of the Wagqifia in justifying their claim, include two important points:

The first point is the acknowledgment by the elders of other religions that they
believe in the continuity of the evidence among the followers of Ahl al-Bayt;
that this belief can be taken according to one of the two interpretations in the
argument about the necessity of Prophet and Imam by means of the rule of grace;
Because in this interpretation, the closeness to God in the Prophet and the Imam
by obeying the divine commands is conditional on the acts of coercive power.

The second point in this narrative is the imam’s discussion about the impossi-
bility of two active and speaking imams at the same time; Considering the affairs
of the imam and the prophet and proving the lack of presence in the affairs of
religious authority, judgment and public leadership, it became clear that the lack
of gathering of two imams in the matter of guardianship means that it is not pos-
sible to exercise this guardianship at the same time by two imams. This special
meaning of Wilayat is the mediation of grace in the ranks of existence.

In general, the existence of a prophet together with an imam who have a forma-
tive guardianship in the sense of the mediation of grace, must be stated as a true
separate case; That is, only one imam or one prophet is the owner of originating
guardianship, but if we consider the prophet and imam only in terms of social
affairs and public leadership, there is no problem with the existence of one imam
and one prophet or two imams or two prophets at the same time.
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Non-Iranian and Iranian travel writers have given different reports of the
martyrdom event and then the burial of the body of the 8th Imam of Shiites
in the land of Khorasan, in the year 203 AH, until the Qajar era. In this re-
search, the reports of classical geographers and domestic and foreign trav-
el writers about the martyrdom and burial of Imam Reza (peace be upon
him) from the 3rd century to the end of the 13th century are discussed.
The research community is 40 travelogues. Of these, thirty travelogues
are non-Iranian and ten Iranian travelogues have also been examined. The
research method in this research is quantitative and qualitative with a de-
scriptive approach based on events taken from travelogues and geography
books. This research aims to find the answer to how the event of martyr-
dom and the place of burial of Hazrat Reza, peace be upon her, are de-
scribed in the travelogues of Europeans and Iranians? The findings of this
research indicate that religious reports about the martyrdom and burial of
Imam Reza (peace be upon her) were mentioned in a small or incomplete
form by geographers and travel writers until the end of the 11th century. In
the reports of the early centuries after the martyrdom, they did not mention
the name of the murderer or the perpetrator of the martyrdom in their trav-
clogues for any possible reason. After that, in the 12th and 13th centuries of
the lunar calendar, with the integration of religious and Shiite institutions
after the Safavids, in the Qajar era, due to the frequent presence of travel
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writers to the threshold of Al-Quds and their attention to reflection and criticism of the event and
burial, reporting on the event of martyrdom. It has reached its peak in travelogues.

Key words:
Shrine of Imam Reza (a.s.), Tomb of Imam Reza (a.s.), travelogues, Astan Quds Razavi,
geographers, Mashhad.

1.Introduction

The presence of Imam Reza (peace be upon him) at the beginning of the third
century of the lunar calendar was the most important event in the land of Kho-
rasan and in the history of Islam. The news and reports related to this presence,
especially the form and quality of martyrdom and the killer of Imam (a.s.), were
not clearly mentioned in travelogues and geographical books until the 6th centu-
ry. Geographers and travel writers, although in narrating historical events based
on independence in voting, they have recorded their news outside of the margins
and desires of the government, as it was. But some considerations and personal
inclinations of his have caused that until the twelfth century of the lunar calen-
dar, consistent and complete news were not mentioned in his reports about the
incident of martyrdom and the cause of the murder and its quality.

2. Methods

In this research, in addition to examining the reports of travelogues, some of
the reports of geographers up to the sixth century, such as Ibn Huqal and Abu
Dalf, who wrote their books in the style of travel memoirs, and are considered
among the travelogues, are examined and cited. Noghan and Sanabad, after the
burial of the 8th Imam of Shiites, joined together, over the centuries and with the
emergence of ideal living conditions and economic and security prosperity, the
acceptance and acceptance of the mass settlement of immigrants and pilgrims,
became the gathering center of the presence of Muslims. The climatic, economic
and historical conditions of the region and even the administrative missions as
well as the curiosity of travel writers made a significant range of them travelers
to Mashhad. . Some of these travel writers, in their travel reports, find the root
cause of martyrdom and how the Imam (a.s.) was killed. This issue is important
because the correct reports of travel writers about the martyrdom of the slain
imam, as well as incorrect reports, are monitored. In this research, more than
eighty travelogues, which have religious news and reports, about Imam Reza
(a.s.) and various details about the shrine of Razavi, have been examined. It
should be noted that half of these works did not even mention the biography of
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Imam Reza (peace be upon him) and the rest of the travelogues mentioned dif-
ferent aspects of the martyrdom event and the burial place. In this research, the
reports presented by him are cited.

The research method in this research is based on quantitative and qualitative
methods with a descriptive approach based on events taken from travelogues and
geographical books from the 3rd to the 13th lunar centuries. First, by collecting
and reviewing data and reports, the information content is separated based on
the proposed questions, and then it is documented and classified based on the
thematic list and frequency of data.

3. Discussions and conclusion

Geographers have rarely mentioned the martyrdom of Hazrat Reza (AS) by
Ma’mun in their books until the sixth lunar century. Gradually, from the 3rd
century, when the shadow of the Abbasid caliphate over the Khorasan region be-
came less prominent, the name of the place was mentioned as Mashhad al-Reza
in their reports. In the history, the word “burial place” of Imam Reza (a.s.), like
his court, has changed over time in the reports; Tomb of Ali al-Reza, Mashhad
of Ali ibn Musa al-Reza, Mashhad of Razavi, Mashhad of the Holy, and finally
in the 13th century AH onwards, travel writers refer to the shrine of Imam Reza
(a.s.) and the shrine of the eighth Imam in their travelogues. The 12th and 13th
lunar centuries are the era of prosperity and economic prosperity and political
connections between Iran and other countries, Mashhad witnessed the presence
of a large number of European and other travel writers, half of the travel writers
visiting Mashhad focused on the person of Imam Reza (peace be upon him) and
the event of martyrdom and burial. They have not mentioned any articles or
reports. A number of them have expressed the dimensions of the event of martyr-
dom and burial, as well as presenting the starting point of the emergence of the
shrine of Imam Reza (a.s.) and Astan Quds in its various historical dimensions.
According to Shia news, such travelogues, the news of the martyrdom of the 8th
Imam of Shia, the quality and form of the murder, in any way it happened, wheth-
er based on scholarly research and Shia documents, or field and local questions
from residents, neighbors and fellow travelers, or taken Other travel writers have
mentioned it in their travelogues. Another point is that most of the travelogues in
the Qajar era were written in English, they used precise English terms in writing
and observing literary points as well as understanding the content. For example,
the translation of the words “martyr” and “martyrdom” for Imam (peace be upon
him) or the derivatives of the verb to kill and the noun “killer” for Ma’mun have
been mentioned exactly in their travelogues and in the appropriate place.
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The compilation of the justice-oriented code of conduct of Tahir b. Husain,
the founder of the Tahirid state of Khorasan (205-251 AH/820-865 AD), is
known as one of the oldest governance codes of conduct (maramnama) in
post-Islamic Iran, which has been the subject of various researches from dif-
ferent perspectives. One of the aspects of interest about this code of conduct
is the origin of the justice-centered ideas that Tahir b. Husain has arranged
in the aforementioned text. One viewpoint has tried to consider it, based on
intra-textual and extra-textual evidence, as a continuation to the practice of
writing letters of admonition (andarznama) in the Sassanid era, which was
established under the Islamic appearence at the beginning of the formation
of the first semi-independent Iranian state in Khorasan; and another view-
point, based on the both groups of the same evidence, considers this code of
conduct to be an adaptation of the famous letter of Imam Ali (A.S.) to Malik
Ashtar. In this study, a third perspective is provided from a critical exam-
ination of these two perspectives, which considers the writing of this code
of conduct and the formation of Tahirid civilizational governance during
the reign of Tahir and his son ‘Abdullah (205-230 AH/820-844 AD) to be
influenced by the justice-oriented sira (mode of life) of Imam Rida (A.S.)
during his crown princeship (wilayat ‘ahd1) (201-203 AH/816-818 AD) in
Khorasan. With this assumption and due to the historical nature of the sub-
ject, the descriptive-analytical method has also been used as the method of
processing this article. The intensification of the Shi‘T cultural atmosphere,
the strengthening of justice-promotion as an important norm in governance
through the construction of distinct dichotomies in the governance procedure
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of the institution of Imamate and the institution of Caliphate in the life of Imam Rida (A.S.) had a
direct impact on the revival of the idea of justice-demanding among government officials, which
has manifested in the form of writing a code of conduct for a just governance procedure (during the
reign of Tahir) and civilizational governance (with two components of justice-orientation and knowl-
edge-promotion) during the reign of his son (‘Abdullah), is dealt with in this research.

Keywords:
Justice-oriented Sira of Imam Rida (A.S.); Abbasid Ma’miin; Justice; Khorasan; Tahirids;
Civilizational Governance.

1.Introduction

One of the oldest governance codes of conduct in post-Islamic Iran is the Justice-oriented
code of conduct of Tahir b. Husain, the founder of the Tahirid state of Khorasan (205-251
AH/820-865 AD). This text has been the subject of discussion and study by researchers
from various angles, one of which is the attempt to find the origin of this code of conduct,
and two different perspectives can be obtained from examining these studies:

First Viewpoint: The tradition of writing letters admonition common in
ancient Iran is the basis for the formation of this code of conduct

Based on this perspective, the practice of writing letters of admonition was one of the
common practices in Iran during the Sassanid era, which was also transferred to the Islam-
ic era of Iran, and the first letter of admonition in the Islamic era was written by Tahir b.
Husain, the founder of the Tahirid state of Khorasan (205-251 AH/820-865 AD). The main
extra-textual evidence of Tahir’s letter of admonition by the proponents of this view is the
proof of the Iranist tendencies observed in some of the actions of Tahir b. Husain (r. 205-
207 AH/820-822 AD) and sometimes his son ‘Abdullah b. Tahir (r. 215-230 AH/830-844
AD), such as proving to be belonging to Iranian lineage and boasting about it, being raised
in families among Iranian peasants, and relations with the Iranist Shu‘libiyya movement.
The main intra-textual evidence of this code of conduct is the similarity between its topics
and the letters of admonition of the Sassanid era, such as the belief in the ruling agency
representing Ahiira Mazda on earth, supporting religion, the protection of borders, pros-
perous development, and administering justice as the most important duties of the king or
sultan. The proponents of this view have also undermined the evidence that indicates this
dynasty’s inclination toward Arab-Islamic culture, such as the ties of allegiance between
this dynasty and the Arab Khuza’1 tribe that migrated to Khorasan, the boasting of Di‘bil
Khuza’1 about supporting this dynasty in his poems, the attribution of Arabic poems to
‘Abdullah b. Tahir, his opposition to the Iranian tales of Wamiq and ‘Adhra, and the lack
of clear support for the expansion of the Persian language, as seen in the policies of the
Samanid state (Sakha, Javad et al., 95-115, 1939; Allahyari et al., 16-29, 1389 sh./2010).
However, what distorts this view is that, firstly, the Sasanian Empire did not disappear
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in the semblance of a popular and oppressed system when it collapsed. Because neither
the Zoroastrian religion had its previous popularity in Iranian society (Zarrinkoub 1/ 159:
1355 sh./1976), nor the Sasanian government that propagated it (Ehsan Yarshater and oth-
ers, 269: 1380 sh./2001/). Otherwise, the Iranians would never abandon their religion and
government, and instead of seriously resisting the Muslim invasion, they would not wel-
come the invaders and did not rush to guide and help the invaders to bring about a quicker
collapse of the Sasanian government (Dehghanpour, Masoumi, 68-69: 1391 Sh./2012).
Secondly, Islam, as a religion with common features with Zoroastrianism on the one hand,
and enjoying simple and feasible instructions for the general public, and not being forced
to accept Islam by the order of Islam itself, which considered Iranians to be people of the
Book, did not put the lives of the general Iranians at religious risk so that they became hated
by the Iranians, and that they would dream of the return of the Sassanid and the Zoroastrian
religion. Thirdly, there is no historical claim in the sources from people like Tahir or his
son ‘Abdullah after their coming to power in order to revive the Sassanid system and its
supporting religion (Zoroastrianism). Fourthly, in principle, similarities cannot necessarily
be an example of imitation. Fifthly, before Tahir was born, the Khorasanis had experienced
the overthrow of the Umayyad Caliphate and the establishment of the Abbasid Caliphate,
rather than the revival of the Sassanid state, with an Islamic and Shi‘T slogan. Therefore,
the impressionability of Tahir and his children (Isfahani, 2/120: 1368-1374 Sh./1989-1995)
from Islamic and then Shi‘T culture in those historical circumstances in writing the gover-
nance code of conduct is very natural and requires no argument.

Second Viewpoint: Tahir’s being influenced by the letter of Imam Ali
(A.S.) to Malik Ashtar in writing the code of conduct

This view is the exact opposite of the first view and considers Tahir b. Husain to be influ-
enced by the letter of Imam Ali (AS) to Malik Ashtar in writing the code of conduct. The
proponents of this view have sometimes tried to describe the atmosphere of Khorasan,
which was replete with Shi‘T beliefs a century before the presence of Imam Rida (A.S.) in
Khorasan, and which reached its peak in the two years of his presence as the crown prince
in Khorasan, and the influence of the Tahir dynasty from this atmosphere, in order to de-
scribe the writing of Tahir’s letter of admonition on the subject of governance as influenced
by their awareness and inclinations towards Shi’ism, which caused him to be aware of
and to imitate Imam Ali’s letter to Malik Ashtar, and to strengthen their view based on the
content of justice-promotion in both letters and the similar order of admonitions contained
in both texts (Akbari, 62-81: 1394 sh./2015). Sometimes, in comparing the text of these
two political letters of admonition, they have tried to show Tahir’s spiritual adaptation of
the letter of Imam Ali (A.S.) to Malik Ashtar, while expressing the differences in terms
of minor topics between them and also in terms of the quality of the Arabic used in these
two texts, by explaining the similarities between these two governance letters of conducts
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(Travanizadeh, 17-32: 1431 AH/1389 Sh./2010). Regarding this view, it is also worth-men-
tioning that to prove this view, mere similarity of the text is not enough, as it must be
proven that the letter of Imam Ali (A.S.) was available to Tahir at that time, because the
oldest writings and collections related to this letter date back to the fourth century (Dashti,
232-233: 1368 Sh./1989).

Third Viewpoint: Tahir’s being influenced by the sira of Imam Rida
(A.S.) in writing the justice-oriented code of conduct in governance
What is mentioned in this study as the third viewpoint and puts the researcher on the path
to proving it in view to further evidences, is Tahir and his son Abdullah’s (the two early
Tahirid rulers) being influenced by Imam Rida (A.S.), one in writing the code of conduct
for establishing a justice-oriented governance, and the other in setting up governance based
on the same code of conduct. That is because with the coming of Imam Rida (A.S.) to
Khorasan and the contrivance of conditional crown princeship, which was unknown in the
succession system until that era, and the theoretical and practical presentation of a style of
justice-oriented sira that emerged in contrast to the general method of governance of the
caliphs, it caused a mental break in the people and among a number of statesmen and pre-
sented a new image of a new method of governance that was in complete accordance with
human nature, Qur’anic policy-making, and Prophetic governance. This was while the
Imam (A.S.) did not interfere in any state affairs, but his ethics as the Abbasid crown prince
caused an important change in the social and political culture of Khorasan. Thereby, the
short-term impact of the Imam’s presence in Khorasan (201-203 AH/816-818 AD) and its
medium-term impact on the new way of establishing the Tahirid government in Khorasan
can be seen only two years after the martyrdom of Imam Rida (A.S.). The Tahirid Dynasty’s
relationship with the Shi‘Ts before and after the coming of Imam Rida (A.S.) to Khorasan
and the emergence of contradicting dualities between the institution of caliphate-Imamate
during the crown princeship of Imam Rida (A.S.) were evident in the culture of achieving
political power, the political culture of governance, the purpose of establishing government
in Islamic culture, and the governance that emerged from it, and led to the emergence of
Tahir b. Husain’s justice-oriented code of conduct and the foundation of regional indepen-
dence-secking with the establishment of the Tahirid government and the emergence of the
civilizational governance of the Tahirid ‘Abdullah (215-230 AH/830-844 AD).
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1. Introduction

This study explores the foundational principle of proportionality between crime
and punishment within Islamic criminal law, focusing specifically on a key nar-
ration attributed to Imam al-Rida. Although proportionality is widely recognized
across legal systems as a core component of justice, its application within the
hudid system—where punishments are fixed and divinely mandated—remains
a subject of debate. This research argues that proportionality is not only compat-
ible with Islamic penal theory but is also embedded within the teachings of the
Imams, particularly in the case of fornication and theft.

2. Research Problem
The central research problem addressed in the article is:

Can the principle of proportionality between crime and punishment be mean-
ingfully identified in Islamic hudid penalties, despite their seemingly fixed and
inflexible nature?

While many scholars acknowledge proportionality in ta‘zir (discretionary pen-
alties), a common assumption is that hudid punishments—because they are pre-
determined—Ileave no room for proportional reasoning. The article challenges
this assumption by analyzing Imam al-Rida’s explicit explanations for the pun-
ishments of non-marital fornication and theft.

3. Background and Theoretical Foundations
3.1 Lexical and Jurisprudential Significance of Proportionality

Classical Arabic lexicons describe tanasub (proportionality) as similarity, rela-
tional harmony, and suitability. Contemporary jurists view it as a direct expres-
sion of justice—granting each individual what he or she deserves.

3.2 Qur’anic foundations
Several Qur’anic principles establish proportionality:

* Retaliation in kind (i‘tida’ bi-mithl) — “Whoever transgresses against you,
retaliate with the like of what he has done.”

* Equivalent punishment (mu‘aqaba bi-mithl) — Punishment must never exceed
the offense.

* Recompense of evil with its like (jaza’ sayyi'a mithluha) — Emphasizes equal-
ity between act and sanction.
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* Penal reciprocity (jaza’ wifaq) — Divine punishment itself is proportionate to
moral wrongdoing.

* Even cancellation of treaties (nabdhu ‘ala sawa’) — Responses must remain
balanced and non-excessive.

These principles reflect a moral, philosophical, and legal commitment to pre-
venting excessive punishment and maintaining harmony between offense and
response.

3.3 Prophetic and Imamic practice

The practice of Imam ‘Alf is frequently cited: he instructs his family not to
retaliate excessively against his killer and to limit retaliation to a single blow—
demonstrating strict proportionality. Such guidance provides ethical grounding
for proportionality as a principle in Islamic criminal justice.

4. Methodology

The study employs a descriptive—analytic method, combining:

* textual analysis of Qur’anic verses and their classical commentaries
* examination of legal and jurisprudential literature

« isnad (chain) analysis of the narration attributed to Imam al-Rida

 comparative evaluation of the philosophical reasoning presented in the nar-
ration

Although the reliability of the chain is contested due to the presence of Muham-
mad ibn Sinan, the study follows the methodological approach of major jurists
who consider the narration acceptable based on corroborating practice (‘amal
al-mashhtir) and internal coherence.

5. Core Text: The Narration of Imam al-Rida

The narration found in ‘Uyun Akhbar al-Rida and ‘Ilal al-Shara’i’ contains
Imam al-Rida’s responses to questions about the reasoning behind two major
hadd punishments:

1. Fornication by an unmarried person (zina' ghayr muhsan) — punishment:
flogging

2. Theft under specific qualifying conditions — punishment: amputation of the
right hand

The Imam articulates the underlying rationale for each punishment, revealing
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the logic of proportionality embedded in divine legislation.

6. Analysis
6.1 Proportionality in the punishment of fornication

Imam al-Rida states that the physical act of fornication involves the entire body
in experiencing illicit pleasure. Therefore:

* the punishment must directly target the body

* flogging constitutes a proportional response because it mirrors the embodied
nature of the offense

* the punishment serves dual purposes: personal correction and public deter-
rence

The Imam indicates that alternative penalties—such as fines or imprisonment—
lack proportional relevance, because they do not correspond to the bodily dimen-
sion of the offense.

This explanation reflects several layers of proportionality:
1. Equivalence of domain

— bodily pleasure vs. bodily punishment.

2. Graduation of penalties

— harsher penalties for rape or adultery by married offenders indicate propor-
tional variation based on severity.

3. Integration of moral and social harm

— fornication has broader social consequences compared to offenses like drink-
ing or gadhf, thus requiring a more severe corporal penalty.

6.2 Proportionality in theft punishment

Imam al-Rida explains that the right hand is typically:

* the primary instrument of theft

* the most beneficial limb for human activities

* symbolically associated with agency and trustworthiness
Therefore, amputating the right hand:

* directly corresponds to the method of the crime

« nullifies the illicit advantage sought by the offender

* deters both the criminal and the community by visibly manifesting the conse-
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quence of violating others’ property rights
The Imam’s reasoning demonstrates proportionality through:
1. Instrumentality
— the hand that committed the offense endures the punishment.
2. Functional correspondence

— theft aims at wrongful acquisition; amputation deprives the offender of the
very tool used to pursue unjust gain.

3. Strict limitations

— the hadd applies only when numerous legal conditions are met; most theft
cases are addressed through ta‘zir, showing a graded and nuanced penal system.

7. Findings
The analysis yields several key findings:
7.1 Proportionality is not limited to discretionary punishments

Contrary to common assumptions, proportionality is demonstrably present
within the philosophy of hudiid, even though their quantitative measures are
fixed.

7.2 Imam al-Rida provides explicit rationales
His explanations directly link:

* nature of the act <> nature of the punishment
* bodily pleasure <> bodily pain

« illicit gain <> loss of functional capability

These provide jurisprudential foundations for proportionality within fixed pen-
alties.

7.3 Qur’anic and rational principles support proportionality

The narration aligns with Qur’anic doctrines on equivalence and justice, show-
ing harmony between textual foundations and legal philosophy.

7.4 Proportionality enhances legitimacy and practical effectiveness
By matching punishment with the offender’s motives and conduct:
* deterring crime becomes more effective

* public confidence in the justice system increases
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* the punishment reflects moral coherence and divine wisdom

7.5 The narration contributes to modern legal discourse

It provides historical and doctrinal support for contemporary discussions on:
* human rights

¢ Islamic penal philosophy

« interpretive frameworks for understanding hudtid in modern contexts

8. Conclusion

This study demonstrates that proportionality is not an external or modern im-
position upon Islamic law but an intrinsic component of its moral and legal
architecture. Through the teachings of Imam al-Rida, the research reveals that
even the most fixed punishments in Islamic law rest upon deliberate, meaningful
correspondences between crime and penalty. Zina and theft—two major hadd of-
fenses—are shown to embody proportionality both in rationale and application.

The findings encourage a deeper appreciation of Islamic criminal law as a sys-
tem grounded in justice, reason, and moral balance. They also open avenues for
integrating classical jurisprudential insights with contemporary criminal justice
frameworks, highlighting the enduring relevance of Imam al-Rida’s teachings
for the theory and practice of proportional punishment.
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