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The Alids have always been considered a political opposition group with-
in the Abbasid rule. With the increase in protest movements during the
era of Imam Reza (AS), the Abbasid caliph Ma’mun attempted, through a
soft-power strategy, to both suppress these protest movements and elimi-
nate the spirit of protest and uprising against usurping governments from
society. Upon discerning this design, Imam Reza (AS) engaged in a three-
pronged confrontation: to thwart the implementation of Ma’mun’s plan,
to sustain the spirit of protest and uprising in society by introducing a
standard model for protest movements, and also to identify deviant protest
movements. This research essentially seeks to answer the question: How,
and based on what propositions and components, did Imam Reza (AS) pre-
serve and guide the protest movements endorsed by the Imamate current?
To answer this question, it seems necessary first to enumerate the types of
protest movements in the era of Imam Reza (AS) and then, in the second
stage, answer the main question. The findings of this article, which are
based on library research methods, historical sources, and data analysis,
will categorize the typology of protest movements into four types: Govern-
ment-seeking, Reform Movement, Deviation, and Method. Furthermore,
Imam Reza (AS) endeavored to sustain the spirit of protest in society and
transmit it to future generations of Shi’a by introducing the necessary com-
ponents of the standard model for protest movements.
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Introduction

The Problem

The Razavi era was full of protest movements that considered themselves con-
nected to Imam Reza (AS). After the fall of the Umayyads, when the Abbasid
branch of the Hashimi branch took power, the Alawites were always opposed
to the Abbasids. However, among the Alawites, the Hassani branch had a much
more aggressive approach towards the Abbasids. In such a situation, Ma’mun, as
the Abbasid caliph, tried to manage and suppress these protest movements after
overcoming the internal rivals of the Abbasid family. Ma’mun al-Rashid had two
paths ahead of him in the face of the protest movements.

1. Adopting a policy of repression
2. Managing protest movements

In order to achieve a peaceful caliphate, Ma’mun tried to manage all protest
movements with a Shiite approach in a soft and political way by proposing
the succession of Imam Reza (AS). In response to this policy, while managing
Ma’mun’s succession plan, he tried to neutralize Ma’mun’s goals by presenting
the correct model of protest. This research is actually trying to answer the ques-
tion of how and based on what components did Imam Reza (AS) preserve and
guide the protest movements approved by the Imamate? To answer this question,
it seems that we should first enumerate the types of protest movements in the era
of Imam Reza (AS) and then answer the main question in the second stage.

2. Method

The method used in this article is at two levels of data collection and data anal-
ysis. In the data collection stage, using documentary and library methods and
primary historical sources, historical statements were selected and collected in
the form of a file, and in the data analysis stage, the research was conducted by
analyzing and interpreting the historical statements.

3. Theoretical foundations

The approach of this research in analyzing Shiite political thought is based on
the following principles.

3.1. Preserving Shiite identity
3.2. Acute political struggle
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3.3. Supporting the principle of protest action
3.4. Supporting protest movements within the framework of

3.5. Observing the principle of taqiyyah

4. Types of protest movements

Protest movements of the Razavi era can be typified in terms of their nature and
origin, as well as their purpose and goal.

4.1. Typology of protest movements in terms of purpose and goal

4.2. Protest movement in terms of nature and origin

5. Planning for managing protest movements

To suppress the successive uprisings of the Alawites, Mamun summoned Imam
Ali ibn Musa al-Rida (a.s.) from Medina to Marw and forcibly made him his
crown prince. With a realistic understanding of the situation in society, he tried to
turn threats into opportunities in the position of a strong planner. First, he tried to
seize the position of the Imam in the Shiite school by granting the crown prince
to Imam Reza (a.s.) and manage the protest movements by sharing power with
the Alawites.

5.1. Realistic understanding of the situation

Perhaps the first point in the difference between Ma’mun’s planning and that of
the previous caliphs was that Ma’mun had a correct and accurate understanding
of the situation of the society compared to the previous caliphs. He knew very
well that important parts of the land of his caliphate were in the group of love of
the Ahl al-Bayt (a.s.).

5.2. Turning a threat into an opportunity

Ma’mun was well aware of the interest of the public opinion of the society
towards the Ahl al-Bayt (a.s.) and the Alawites. Therefore, by granting the po-
sition of governor to Imam Reza (a.s.), he tried to disarm the Alawites in their
rebellions and to increase the public opinion of the society and his supporters.

5.3. Seizing the personality of the Imam (a.s.)

He tried to seize the popular position and base of Imam Reza (a.s.) for his
caliphate and benefit from it. Granting the position of governor also brought
another result to the Abbasid caliphate, which was the invitation of the Imam
(a.s.) to his imamate; In a way, it was also considered an invitation to the Abbasid
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Caliphate.
5.4. Sharing power

Ma’mun tried to manage the protest movements against him by sharing power
with the Alawis. Therefore, the fact that the Alawis recognized the Abbasid Ca-
liphate was considered a great advantage for them. In this way, the independent
aspect of the title of Imamate of the Alis was lost forever.

6. Imam Reza’s measures to counter

Imam Reza, who had faced an intelligent and multifaceted design, tried to neu-
tralize Ma’mun’s soft design using methods.

6.1. Understanding Ma’mun’s design

The first action of Imam Reza, peace be upon him, was to explore the angles of
Ma’mun’s clever goals. The Imam devoted all his efforts to taking measures to
make Ma’mun hopeless in achieving his goals.

6.2. Taking advantage of opportunities

Although Imam Reza (AS) initially did not accept both the caliphate and the
governorship, when he was forced to accept this position with reluctance, he
tried to make the most of the political space provided. Therefore, by removing
the bottlenecks in the life of the Shiites, the foundations of Shiism were estab-
lished.

6.3. Explaining the position of the Imam

In Shiite thought, the appointment of the Imamate is a sacred position appointed
by God, but Al-Ma’mun tried to desecrate it; in addition to reducing its position,
he also confiscated this capacity in favor of the Abbasid Caliphate. Realizing
this issue, Imam Reza (AS) tried to distinguish the position of the Imamate in the
school of Ahl al-Bayt (AS).

6.4. Denial of sharing in power

Imam Reza (AS) spent all his efforts to deny his participation in the Abbasid
Caliphate. The Imam accepted the governorship on the condition that he would
not interfere in the dismissals and appointments and would not accept any re-
sponsibility.

6.5. Introducing the Standard Protest Movement

The most important part of this research is this axis. The Imam made a great
effort to both cleanse the Shiite school of deviant protest movements by intro-
ducing the standard model in protest movements, in contrast to Ma’mun’s plan,
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and to eliminate the spirit of uprising and protest; in contrast to Ma’mun’s plan
to eliminate the spirit of uprising and protest;

7. Conclusion:

Protest movements have always emerged as realities of social life. These move-
ments have greater power and influence when they arise from belief and ideolo-
gy. With the coming to power of the Abbasids, various groups and currents in so-
ciety launched protest movements against this political system. The era of Imam
Reza (AS) was the peak of the plurality and expansion of protest movements in
the Islamic world. Ma’mun Abbasi, considering the socio-political conditions of
the society he ruled, tried to manage the spirit of protest and uprising in society
by designing a precise plan. To achieve this goal, he tried to benefit from the
position of Imam Reza’s Imamate against Islam. Imam Reza (AS) also tried to
take measures to eliminate the spirit of protest from Ma’mun through multifac-
eted analysis. Imam Reza (AS) while confronting this design of Ma’mun, also
introduced the model of a standard protest movement and distinguished it from
deviant protest movements.
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Article Info Abstract
Article Type: The Razavi Holy Shrine Complex has developed during different periods,
Research Article which has caused its spatial complexity; many pilgrims do not have full

cognition of the space and movement directions of the complex, there-
fore, it is important to take advantage of the capabilities of the envi-
Article History: ronment qnd archit.ectural space for movement and navigation. For this
reason, this study aims to understand the spatial configuration of the com-
plex in order to better manage the programs inside the complex. In this
research, a Mixed-Method research has been used; at first, the subject
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time, a comprehensive map was prepared in an integrated manner and
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areas of behavior can improve the pilgrim’s movement system with the use of environment capa-
bility and spatial properties identified by space syntax through changes in the existing structure..

Keywords: Razavi Holy Shrine, Space Syntax, Spatial Configuration, Pilgrim Movement Sys-
tem, Natural Movement, Depthmap.

1.Introduction

Mashhad has a special position from the view of tourism and attracting religious tourists. The
Holy Shrine and its complex is the most significant religious places in Iran, which has many
indoors-outdoors and complex movement behavior takes place in it. On the other hand, the in-
terconnectivity among the environment, human and society is not hidden from anyone. Human
and society change and shape their environment and their behavior and experiences change un-
der the affected of the transformed environment (Farshidi, Mansouri, & Mirshahzadeh, 2023, p.
8). Therefore, the spatial configuration in the different courtyards and the connectivity between
them and the influence on the social behavior of the pilgrims are important issues, but they have
not been addressed much. Space Syntax is one of the most efficient contemporary methods that
is used for the morphology of space and is one of the most important instruments for analyzing
urban and architecture spaces that are used by urbanists (city planners) and architects. In this
study, we are looking to analyze the spatial configuration of razavi holy shrine and the connec-
tivity spaces between them in order to get a better understanding of the spatial physical charac-
teristics and movement behavior of pilgrims.

2. Methods

This study evaluates the various courtyards and the Holy Shrine outdoors using the space syn-
tax method and hybrid method has been used in it. Data collection in the form of documentary
method and field studies of the spaces was done by matching the latest maps taken from the
Holy Shrine which were available in “Astan Quds Razavi architectural Consulting and urban
planning Engineers” with the spaces accessible by the pilgrims. After this review, the maps of
the existing situation were simplified in an abstract form so that too many details do not cause
errors in the software. In the next step, the Holy Shrine complex was analyzed through depthmap
software with the parameters of “Integration”, “Connectivity”, “Spatial Depth” and “Choice”.
Through these analyses and by investigating the correlation of the parameters, the components
of “Accessibility” “Selectivity ” and “Legibility” were obtained, and the results of the maps and
numerical values were interpreted through logical reasoning. The proposed process can be seen
in summary in the below Figure.

3. Discussions and conclusion

In the figure below, the factors affecting the spatial configuration and their relationship with the
components affecting the movement of pilgrims in space are shown. The amount of different
concepts of “Integration”, “Spatial Depth”, “Connectivity”” and “Choice” examined in different
parts of Razavi holy shrine had significant differences. The component of “Integration” and
“Connectivity” had numerical values close to each other and had high values in peripheral spac-
es and lower values in more central spaces. Also, the concept of “Spatial Depth”, unlike the two
parameters of “Integration” and “Connectivity” had lower values in the peripheral spaces and
higher concepts in the more central spaces, which indicated the hierarchy of access and being
alcove of the central spaces. And finally comparing these three concepts with the “choice of
people” in which the important can be identified (including the path of Bab Ol-Javad to Sheikh
Bahaie Sanctuary and Goharshad Mosque courtyard and the Jomhouri courtyard) and also the
choice that goes from Sheykh Toosi Sanctuary to Hurr al-Amili and Enghelab courtyard but in
all other spaces, low values were obtained for choice. On the other hand, the components of
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“Legibility”, “Accessibility” and “selectivity” were analyzed and the “Legibility” component in
the spatial configuration of Razavi holy shrine had a suitable distribution, but the “Accessibility
“ component had relatively lower values in general spaces. And the “selectivity” component
had appropriate values in the central spaces of Razavi holy shrine, but it had lower values in the
peripheral spaces.

Ccomponent < Parameters <: Analysis Case study
Accessibility Integration Pivotal Razavi Holy Shrine
Legibility Spatial Depth Great Prophet
Courtyard, Qods
T Courtyard, Goharshad
Selecthlty Connectivity Mosque Courtyard,
. . Enghelab Courtyard,
Simulation Azadi Courtyard,
Choice or Jomhouri Courtyard,
Natural Ghadir Courtyard,
Kawsar Courtyard,
Movement Space syntax Hedayat Courtyard,

Imam Khomeini
Portico, up/down street
Sanctuary, Tea House-
/1_ Ghadir Courtyard, Besat
Courtyard and
\l' circulation spaces
Depthmap between these spaces

Software and entrances

Analytical results

Graphs Numerical Values

Figure: Research structural of study (Source: Authors).

Depth The possibility of the presence and movement of
= \ pilgrims and the satisfaction of users S
(=] N
b= o . 5
s Accessibility Ability to use space g
) / z
9 I . Safe and convenient access and paying attention g
51 ntegration to the width of the paths i 2
= s &
N . . . ~ . .
g Simple navigation and no confusion when moving 2 g
@»n Q w
- s 2 £
| Legibility Creating cognitive maps of routes | =
b1 .. 2 8b
2 Connectivity 2E
= Clarity of space perception by pilgrims | ‘;D
g =
b1 4 Diversity in movement paths and the existence §
2 . .
' .. of multiple choices =

= A Selectivity P g

Choice s . =

The possibility of wide movement

Figure: Factors affecting the spatial configuration and its connectivity with the
influence components on the movement and presence of pilgrims (Source: Authors).
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The issue of divine will, like many of God’s attributes, has always been
the subject of debate and controversy among philosophers, theologians and
orators. In the discussion that will is one of the divine attributes, there is no
doubt or disagreement, and everyone considers it to be one of the attributes
of divine perfection, but the difference of opinion is in the truth of will. The
topic of discussion in this research is a famous hadith of Imam Reza, in
which he explains the truth of divine will and the difference between it and
human will. In this hadith, Imam Reza considers the divine will to mean
“creation of action” and the human will as “inner song” and the result of
previous thoughts and mentalities, and briefly explains their difference. In
fact, when we are faced with the content of this hadith, we are faced with
two main issues: the difference between the will of God and the will of
man, and the attribute of essence or the attribute of the act of God’s will.
In this research, we have explained the hadith of Imam Reza regarding the
difference between the will of God and the will of man, and the attribute of
essence or the attribute of action of God’s will.
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Introduction

The question of Divine Will has been one of the most profound and debated top-
ics in Islamic theology, philosophy, and hadith sciences throughout history. Like
many divine attributes, the nature and reality of God’s will have sparked ongoing
discussions among scholars, including philosophers, theologians (mutakallim-
un), and hadith specialists (muhaddithun). While there is unanimous agreement
that will (irada) is an essential and perfect attribute of God, the precise under-
standing and interpretation of this attribute, especially in contrast to human will,
remain a matter of extensive scholarly divergence. These differences arise partly
due to the complex metaphysical nature of will and partly due to the varied her-
meneutical and philosophical frameworks employed by scholars in their inquiry.

Divine Will, as a concept, occupies a crucial place in the Islamic intellectual
tradition because it directly pertains to God’s sovereignty, omnipotence, and the
manner in which the divine interacts with the created world. Philosophers have
debated whether Divine Will is an inherent essential attribute (sifat dhatiyyah)
of God or rather an attribute manifested through divine action (sifat fi’liyyah).
Theologians have explored the implications of Divine Will for human freedom,
causality, and the problem of evil, while hadith scholars have investigated the
authenticity and interpretation of narrations related to Divine Will.

Within this rich scholarly tradition, the Quran and the narrations of the Ahl
al-Bayt—the purified progeny of the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH)—serve as
primary sources of authoritative guidance. The Ahl al-Bayt are considered by
many Muslims, particularly within the Shi’a tradition, as the ultimate interpret-
ers of divine knowledge and the true expositors of the Quranic message. Their
narrations provide invaluable insights that supplement and sometimes clarify the
sometimes ambiguous or contested philosophical discussions.

A particularly significant hadith, narrated from Imam Reza (PBUH), stands out
as a key text in this field. In this hadith, Imam Reza succinctly distinguishes be-
tween Divine Will and human will. He states that Divine Will essentially means
“the creation of action” — that is, God’s will is inherently efficacious and di-
rectly brings about the existence of acts and events. In contrast, human will is
described as “an internal inclination” (ahang-e darooni), which arises from prior
deliberations, thoughts, and mental processes. This distinction is fundamental as
it clarifies the ontological and functional differences between the two types of
will and highlights the unique and active nature of Divine Will compared to the
passive and contingent nature of human volition.

In this research, we engage with two core questions derived from the content of
this hadith: first, what is the precise difference between Divine Will and human
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will? And second, should Divine Will be classified as an essential attribute (sifat
dhatiyyah) or as an attribute of action (sifat fi’liyyah)? These questions have
critical implications for understanding God’s essence and attributes, the nature
of causality, and the problem of human free will.

To answer these questions, the study employs a descriptive-analytical method-
ology. It first briefly outlines the diverse opinions of classical and contemporary
scholars, examining the philosophical and theological debates surrounding Di-
vine Will. Then, through a close linguistic and semantic analysis of the hadith’s
key terms and phrases, the study elucidates the implications of Imam Reza’s
teaching. Finally, it uses rational arguments and corroborative textual evidence
to support the interpretation presented.

The science of Tawhid, or the knowledge of divine unity and attributes, is one
of the most elevated fields of Islamic knowledge. Among the topics that have
provoked much debate in this discipline, Divine Will occupies a central place
due to its implications for God’s omnipotence and the nature of the created order.
Recognizing this, our study seeks to clarify the concept by analyzing a well-
known hadith from Imam Reza (PBUH) to address the doctrinal and philosoph-
ical confusions that have historically surrounded this issue.

One of the primary objectives of this research is to present a clear exposition of
Imam Reza’s teaching on Divine Will, emphasizing its fundamental difference
from human will. Understanding this difference not only helps to resolve some
intellectual puzzles but also provides a foundation for answering theological ques-
tions concerning divine omnipotence, human agency, and moral responsibility.

The necessity of this research stems from several factors. First, despite the ex-
tensive literature on Divine Will in Islamic thought, there remains no definitive
consensus. The plurality of interpretations often leads to confusion, especially
for students and scholars attempting to reconcile philosophical reasoning with
revealed texts. Second, since human reason alone is limited in its capacity to
apprehend metaphysical realities fully, recourse to authentic Quranic and hadith
teachings is essential. The narrations of the Ahl al-Bayt are particularly valuable
in this regard, as they represent the most reliable and insightful explanations of
complex theological matters.

Before engaging in the content analysis of any hadith, establishing its authen-
ticity and reliability through rigorous isnad (chain of transmission) examination
is indispensable. This research carefully investigates the sanad of the hadith at-
tributed to Imam Reza (PBUH) to ensure the validity of the textual basis for
analysis.
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The methodology adopted is descriptive-analytical, involving systematic con-
tent analysis. It includes defining and explaining the key terms used in the had-
ith, comparing various scholarly interpretations, critically assessing incorrect or
weak opinions, and concluding with an interpretation supported by both reason
and textual evidence.

Areview of previous studies reveals a wealth of scholarly work on Divine Will,
including commentaries on classical sources such as Usul al-Kafi and Kitab al-
Tawhid. Scholars like Aqwam Karbasi (2020), Allah Badashti (2020), Fakhar
Noughani and Rabii (2020), and others have provided valuable insights into Di-
vine Will’s philosophical and theological dimensions. However, most of these
works treat the hadith in question only briefly or as supplementary evidence
rather than a primary subject of investigation.

This study’s originality lies in its focused and in-depth analysis of Imam Reza’s
hadith, providing a coherent exposition of his view on the distinction between
Divine and human will. By doing so, it fills a gap in the existing literature and
offers a clear framework for understanding the unique nature of Divine Will as
portrayed in Islamic tradition.

Ultimately, this research advances the understanding of Divine Will as an ac-
tive, creative, and essential divine attribute, fundamentally distinct from the
passive and contingent human will. This clarification aids in resolving theolog-
ical disputes about God’s sovereignty and human freedom and enriches Islamic
metaphysical discourse by highlighting the epistemological and ontological dis-
tinctions between these two types of will.

Such understanding not only rooted in authentic Islamic teachings.enhances
academic knowledge but also provides believers with clearer insights into di-
vine action and human responsibility, fostering a more coherent and consistent
worldview
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Keywords

The extended narration of Imam al-Rida (A) in Marv stands as one of the
most profound and comprehensive hadiths concerning the status of Imam-
ate. The central question of this article is a critical reassessment of the
prevailing scholarly view, which treats the attributes of the Imam’s knowl-
edge—such as being divinely gifted, present (hudiiri), infallible, capable
of increase, detailed, actual, and certain—as parallel and independent fea-
tures. This study argues that these are not separate or coexisting attributes;
rather, the Imam’s knowledge is fundamentally and essentially a gifted
knowledge (‘ilm mawhiibi), a simple and unifying quality from which all
other traits emanate. The divine gift (hibah ilahiyah) serves as the founda-
tional epistemic principle that gives rise to both the quantity and quality of
the Imam’s knowledge.

Specifically, this divine bestowal renders the Imam’s knowledge detailed
and augmentable in terms of quantity, and infallible, certain, immediate,
and actualized in terms of quality. Consequently, a revised classification is
proposed: instead of referring to a set of plural attributes, the term “gifted
knowledge” should be adopted as a singular, essential description, with
its characteristics reorganized into quantitative and qualitative categories.
This article, employing an analytical method based on Imam al-Rida’s nar-
ration and related interpretive hadiths, first establishes divine giftedness as
the essential and simple quality of the Imam’s knowledge. It then seeks to
answer the core question: How does divine gifting impact the quantitative
and qualitative dimensions of the Imam’s knowledge?

Gifted Knowledge, Imam al-Rida (A), Imam’s Knowledge, Quantity and
Quality of Knowledge.
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Introduction

In Shi‘'T theology, the epistemological status of the Imam occupies a central and
elevated position. The Imam is not merely a jurist, scholar, or political leader,
but a divinely appointed figure endowed with a unique form of knowledge that
transcends the bounds of ordinary human cognition. This knowledge is neither
acquired through study nor derived from empirical experience or rational de-
duction; rather, it is an extraordinary type of divinely bestowed knowledge that
sets the Imam apart from all other human beings, including the most learned
mujtahids. It is a form of epistemic access that is immediate, certain, infallible,
and continually expanding—all without the intervention of conventional peda-
gogical processes.

Classical hadith literature and theological discourse offer numerous descrip-
tions of this special knowledge, often listing its traits as discrete and independent
attributes. However, this study proposes a revision of that approach. Instead of
treating qualities such as infallibility, certainty, intuitive immediacy, and detail as
parallel properties, it argues that they are all derivations of a single ontological
foundation: the divine giftedness (mohibat) of the Imam’s knowledge. This di-
vine act of bestowal is not merely a mode of transmission,; it is the very substance
and source of the Imam’s epistemic authority.

The distinction between gifted and acquired knowledge is thus not inciden-
tal—it is essential. Whereas acquired knowledge is fallible, partial, and subject
to process and error, gifted knowledge is holistic, immediate, and immune to
mistake. Among the textual sources, the narration of Imam al-Rida (A) in Marw
stands out as the most comprehensive articulation of this doctrine and forms the
cornerstone of the present inquiry.

Methodology

This study follows a descriptive-analytical method, grounded in a conceptual
examination of key Shi‘T hadiths. The research is rooted in a close reading of the
extended narration of Imam al-Rida (peace be upon him) in Marw, with special
attention to key expressions such as: the knower who does not err, the source of
knowledge, ever-growing knowledge, inspired, supported, infallible, and guid-
ed,exclusively endowed with knowledge.

The analysis reconstructs a coherent and integrated model of the Imam’s knowl-
edge, using deductive reasoning to demonstrate that all epistemic features of the
Imam derive from the divine act of bestowal (hibah). A comparative approach
is also employed to highlight the epistemological distinctions between acquired
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and gifted knowledge.

Discussion and Conclusion (Edited — Reduced by ~208 words)

A close examination of the narration from Imam al-Rida (A) reveals a foun-
dational theological and epistemological insight: the Imam’s knowledge is not
attained through human effort, study, or acquisition but is entirely a divine gift.
This divine bestowal is not one trait among many; it forms the essence from
which all other features of his knowledge emerge.

Phrases such as ‘alim 1a yajhal (“a knower who is never ignorant”), alhamahu
al-‘ilma ilhaman (“he has been divinely inspired”), and min ghayr talab wa 1a
iktisab (“without pursuit or acquisition”) signal a form of knowledge that tran-
scends human epistemology. Unlike ordinary knowledge, which is gradual and
mediated, the Imam’s knowledge is immediate, infallible, and implanted by God.
This directness grants him certainty, presence, and grasp of intricate details be-
yond human reach.

Attributes like infallibility, certainty, immediacy, comprehensiveness, and
growth are not independent traits but consequences of divine bestowal. Without
this, such features would be incoherent. Acquired knowledge is inherently prone
to error and lacks immediacy.

While classical scholarship often treats divine gifting as one among many traits,
this paper argues it is the epistemic foundation. This reorientation clarifies why
the Imam’s knowledge is flawless and unique.

The narration from Marv articulates this clearly. It describes the Imam as di-
vinely inspired, protected from error, and ever-increasing in knowledge through
grace. His knowledge belongs to a sui generis category shared only with the
Prophet Muhammad (PBUH).

The concept of istikmal (capacity for increase) underscores the dynamic nature
of this gift. The Imam’s knowledge expands through ongoing divine favor—re-
flecting continuity, not prior deficiency.

Moreover, the Imam is the custodian of divine knowledge. As described in Zi-
yarat Jami‘a Kabira, he is the “treasurer of God’s knowledge” and “repository of
His wisdom.” Theologically, while God retains ultimate knowledge, He bestows
portions upon selected individuals—chief among them, the Imam.

This exclusivity highlights another essential feature: the Imam’s knowledge is
non-acquisitional, given min ghayr talab—without effort. Such a gift is essential
for the perfect human who must guide others through divine understanding.
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As the Quran is ever-living and contains guidance for all time, its custodian
must likewise be perpetually present. The Imam, bearing this knowledge, fulfills
that role, as the Quran itself states its verses reside in the hearts of its bearers.

In conclusion, the Imam’s knowledge stands apart due to its divine giftedness.
This principle explains its infallibility, certainty, immediacy, detail, and growth.
The Imam is not simply a scholar or prophet but a divinely chosen bearer of
sacred knowledge, whose epistemic status rests on God’s ongoing grace and be-
stowal.
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Introduction

In the evolving domain of contemporary literary criticism, semiotics has es-
tablished itself as a dynamic and transformative approach, enriching textual
interpretation by uncovering layers of meaning beyond the superficial. Among
the pioneering figures in this field, Michael Riffaterre stands out for his innova-
tive theoretical contributions, which have redefined the analysis of poetry. His
model posits that poetry is not merely a conveyor of explicit messages but a
complex web of signs, symbols, and concealed significations that demand an
interpretative strategy surpassing conventional linguistic analysis. By engaging
with Riffaterre’s framework, readers are invited to traverse the semantic depths
of a poem, discovering its underlying structural and thematic coherence.

Riffaterre’s theory delineates two principal modes of poetic engagement: heu-
ristic reading and retroactive reading. The heuristic approach involves an initial,
surface-level interaction with the text, where the reader deciphers its apparent
meanings and linear narrative. This stage is characterized by a direct encoun-
ter with the poem’s explicit content, where linguistic and rhetorical elements
are processed at face value. However, the true interpretive journey begins with
retroactive reading, wherein the reader revisits the text to uncover its latent se-
miotic dimensions. This deeper analysis hinges on identifying non-literal com-
ponents—such as accumulations, descriptive systems, and intertextual connec-
tions—that collectively reveal the poem’s intricate architecture. Through this
dual process, the text’s semantic richness is fully unveiled, allowing for a more
profound appreciation of its artistic and intellectual depth.

Da’bal Khuza’i’s Ta’iyyah serves as an exemplary case study for the applica-
tion of Riffaterre’s model. As the most extensive and thematically dense surviv-
ing work of this poet, the Ta’iyyah is a masterful composition that intertwines
religious devotion, elegiac sorrow, and historical tragedy. Dedicated to the Ahl
al-Bayt (the Prophet’s Household), the poem’s 124 verses encapsulate the an-
guish of their followers amid systemic oppression while also expressing unwav-
ering faith and hope for divine justice. By subjecting the Ta’iyyah to Riffaterre’s
semiotic analysis, previously obscured layers of meaning emerge, demonstrating
how the poem’s structural and thematic elements coalesce into a unified artistic
vision.

1. Heuristic Reading: Surface Meaning and Initial Engagement

The heuristic reading of the Ta’iyyah reveals its immediate thematic concerns:
it is a lamentation and eulogy for the Ahl al-Bayt, articulated through elevated
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metaphorical language and impassioned rhetoric. At this stage, the poem’s overt
focus on praise and mourning is unmistakable. The poet employs grandiloquent
descriptions to exalt the spiritual and moral stature of the Imams, while simulta-
neously lamenting their suffering and the injustices inflicted upon their devotees.
Lexical choices emphasizing nobility, sacrifice, and martyrdom dominate the
text, creating an atmosphere of reverence and sorrow.

However, this preliminary reading only scratches the surface. While the heu-
ristic approach captures the poem’s explicit content, it does not account for
the deeper semiotic strategies that govern its construction. To fully grasp the
Ta’iyyah’s complexity, one must transition to retroactive reading, where the in-
terplay of signs and symbols becomes discernible.

2. Retroactive Reading: Uncovering Hidden Structures

Retroactive reading dismantles the poem’s apparent linearity, exposing its un-
derlying semantic networks. Two key concepts in Riffaterre’s framework—accu-
mulations and descriptive systems—prove instrumental in this process.

A. Accumulations in the Ta’iyyah

Accumulations refer to clusters of signifiers that orbit a central thematic or emo-
tional axis, collectively expanding the poem’s semantic field. In the Ta’iyyabh,
two dominant accumulations emerge:

1. The Accumulation of Praise for the Ahl al-Bayt

This network of signs glorifies the Imams’ divine status, employing meta-
phors of light, purity, and intercession. Phrases extolling their wisdom, justice,
and proximity to God recur throughout the poem, constructing an idealized im-
age that transcends historical particularity. The poet’s devotion is palpable, as he
intertwines personal reverence with collective Shiite veneration.

2. The Accumulation of Oppression and Tragedy

Counterbalancing the praise is a pervasive sense of grief, articulated through
imagery of blood, tears, and exile. The poet chronicles the Ahl al-Bayt’s persecu-
tion, framing their suffering as both a historical reality and a metaphysical strug-
gle. This accumulation extends beyond mere lamentation; it serves as a conduit
for communal catharsis, binding the poet’s personal anguish to the collective
memory of Shiite martyrdom.

B. Descriptive Systems: Suffering as a Unifying Motif

Descriptive systems in Riffaterre’s theory are not mere sequences of words but
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structured representations of the poet’s worldview. In the Ta’iyyah, Da’bal Khu-
za’i constructs a descriptive system that merges individual and collective suffer-
ing. The poem’s sensory and emotional imagery—tears that “scorch the cheeks,”
wounds that “never heal”—transforms personal grief into a universal experi-
ence. Through this system, the poet assumes the role of a communal mourner, his
voice echoing the sorrow of generations.

3. Structural Network: From Despair to Hope

Riffaterre’s notion of the structural network elucidates how semantic elements
interact within the poem’s architecture. The Ta’iyyah’s structure is dialectical,
oscillating between despair and hope. Initially, the poem immerses the reader
in an atmosphere of loss, but gradually, motifs of redemption and intercession
emerge. The concluding verses, while still tinged with melancholy, gesture to-
ward divine justice, positioning the Ahl al-Bayt as mediators of salvation. This
structural progression underscores the poem’s theological and existential dimen-
sions, affirming faith as an antidote to historical trauma.

Conclusion: Semiotics and the Revelation of Hidden Depths

By applying Riffaterre’s model, the Ta’iyyah emerges not merely as an elegy
but as a multilayered discourse on faith, suffering, and resilience. Heuristic read-
ing captures its surface rhetoric, while retroactive reading exposes its intricate
semiotic design, where accumulations and descriptive systems converge into a
cohesive whole. This dual approach transcends conventional analysis, revealing
how the poem’s linguistic and thematic elements interact to produce its profound
emotional and intellectual impact.

Ultimately, Riffaterre’s framework demonstrates that poetry is a dynamic inter-
play of concealment and revelation. The Ta’iyyah, through its semiotic richness,
becomes a testament to the enduring power of Shiite devotion, bridging histori-
cal anguish with eschatological hope. This interpretive method not only enriches
our understanding of Da’bal Khuza’i’s work but also reaffirms semiotics as an
indispensable tool for unlocking the latent potentials of literary texts.
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The Ash’arites consider the existence of intentions and ends to be com-
pletely ruled out in divine actions, but the judiciary believes that the Shari’a
rulings are subject to real interests and corruptions. The important question
that arises here is whether the interests and corruptions necessarily lie in
the belonging of the duties or whether the principle of the duties must be
expedient and corrupt, even if the belongings of the duties have no criteria?
Celebrities have presented the argument in a way that confirms the first
aspect. On the contrary, some believe that the task should include criteria.
This criterion can be in the possession of the command and prohibition or
the command and prohibition itself. Another question is whether there is
no distinction between worship and transaction in the statement that the
human intellect is not able to understand the criteria of the rulings in or-
der to generalize and assign the rulings based on the apparent causes and
suspicious discoveries? In this research, which has been done analytically,
an attempt has been made to provide an answer to these two questions by
considering the appropriateness of the news of Muhammad ibn Sinan from
Imam Reza PBUH, assuming the authenticity of the document, and regard-
less of other rational and narrative arguments.
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rules of criteria”, “Rules of transactions”.

Cite this The Author (s): Moazzeni Bistgani, H (2024).A Reflection on the Subordination of Legal Rulings
to Benefits and Corruptions: A Case Study of the Report of Mohammad ibn Sinan from Imam al-Rida (as) :
Quarterly Scientific Journal of Farhang Razavi. Year 13, Issue 3, Autumn 2025, Serial Number 51 — (167- 193)-
DOI:10.22034/farzv.2021.271694.1611

Publisheder: Unversity of Tehran Press



https://orcid.org/0009-0003-5128-9836

A Reflection on the Subordination of Legal Rulings to Benefits and Corruptions ... 168

Introduction

Background and Significance

A central issue in Islamic theology and jurisprudence concerns the relationship
between divine commands and their purposes. The Ash‘arites (al-Asha‘ira) deny
that God’s actions—including legislation—are tied to purposes (aghrad) or final
causes (ghayat). For them, goodness (husn) and evil (qubh) are determined sole-
ly by divine designation: “al-hasan ma hassanahu al-shari* wa’l-qabth ma qab-
bahahu.” By contrast, the ‘Adliyya—a label encompassing the Imamiyya and the
Mu‘tazila—argue that rulings correspond to real benefits (masalih) and harms
(mafasid) inherent in actions. This claim reflects their theological commitment
to divine justice, which presupposes that God’s legislation is never arbitrary but
always grounded in objective realities.

The implications of this dispute reach far beyond theology into usil al-figh
(legal theory). If rulings are bound to real purposes, then jurists must ask: where
are these purposes located, and to what extent can human reason discern them?
The answers determine the possibility of extending or restricting rulings and, by
extension, the scope of legal dynamism.

Research Questions
This study addresses two interrelated questions:

1. Are benefits and harms located in the object of divine rulings, or can they
instead lie in the very imposition of the command, even if the object itself lacks
inherent value?

The majority opinion within the ‘Adliyya emphasizes that the object of a rul-
ing must embody benefit or harm. Yet some voices maintain that the command
itself may embody benefit, regardless of the object’s nature.

2. Does human reason’s inability to discern the purposes of rulings apply equal-
ly to ritual worship (‘ibadat) and transactions (mu‘amalat)?

While jurists generally deny reason’s capacity to uncover legal rationales
except in explicitly stated (manstis al-‘illa) or definitively derived cases (tan-
gth al-manat al-qat ‘1), the functional differences between ‘ibadat and mu‘amalat
suggest the need for further nuance.

Methodology

To explore these questions, this study sets aside broader rational and textual ar-
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guments and focuses instead on the narration of Muhammad b. Sinan from Imam
al-Rida (‘a). By assuming its authenticity for the sake of argument, the analysis
interprets its content to determine whether it supports the view that benefit lies
in the object of rulings or in the command itself. The report is also examined
for its implications regarding reason’s role in discerning purposes in ‘ibadat and
mu ‘amalat.

This approach is both hermeneutical and analytical, seeking to extract meaning
from a specific text rather than relying on general theological principles.

Findings
Three main conclusions emerge from this analysis:
1. The narration favors locating benefit in the object of rulings.

The structure of the report strongly links divine rulings to real-world ben-
efits and harms. This supports the mainstream ‘Adliyya stance that rulings are
grounded in objective realities, not arbitrary divine will. The Figh al-Rida further
corroborates this interpretation, emphasizing that rulings are not mere tests of
obedience but instruments of genuine welfare.

2. Reason’s incapacity is limited to ‘ibadat.

In ritual matters, where benefits are hidden and eschatological, human reason
cannot reliably identify purposes. Only explicit or definitively established causes
may guide extension or restriction of rulings. Speculative reasoning (‘ilal mus-
tanbata zanniyya) carries no authority here.

In mu‘amalat, however, the situation differs. These laws largely pre-existed
Islam and were ratified (imda’) with limited modification. Their purposes—such
as regulating contracts, preventing harm, and ensuring fairness—are worldly and
transparent. Since human reason helped shape them originally, it can also play a
role in their continuation and adaptation.

3. Legal implications.

In ‘ibadat, legal reasoning must remain confined to explicit textual evidence,
preserving the transcendence and inscrutability of worship. In mu‘amalat, by
contrast, jurists may legitimately use conjectural reasoning to extend rulings to
new contexts or suspend them when their purposes are no longer realized. This
allows law to respond flexibly to changing social realities while maintaining
fidelity to the principle that rulings are grounded in benefit and harm.
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Conclusion

This study confirms the ‘Adliyya conviction that divine rulings are never arbi-
trary but reflect real benefits and harms. The narration of Muhammad b. Sinan
supports the view that these are located in the object of rulings, not merely in the
act of command. Moreover, the study establishes a critical distinction: while rea-
son is incapable of discerning divine purposes in ‘ibadat, it retains a constructive
role in mu‘amalat.

The broader implications for legal theory are significant. Recognizing this dis-
tinction enables a more balanced approach: preserving strict textual adherence
in ritual law while allowing reason greater authority in transactional law. This
dual approach reflects both the transcendence of worship and the practical ra-
tionality of social dealings, aligning law with divine justice and human welfare
alike.
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This research investigates and analyzes the features of good governance
in the biography of Imam Reza (AS). Considering the importance of good
governance and its role in the realization of social justice, the present
research aims to identify and examine the characteristics of good gov-
ernance by analyzing the texts and sources related to the biography of
Imam Reza (a.s.). The findings of the research show that although Imam
Reza (a.s.) was not in direct control of the government, he emphasized
on observing social rights and resolving disputes. Also, transparency and
public participation were among the characteristics of good governance
in the life of Imam Reza (a.s.), which helped to realize social justice
and strengthened public trust. In addition, respect for human rights and
human dignity is also one of the principles of good governance. This
principle means preserving basic human rights and freedoms, respecting
cultural and religious diversity, and adhering to the principles of human-
ity. These measures strengthen human values, promote trust and create
a dynamic and stable society. Therefore, reflecting on the importance of
paying attention to people’s needs in promoting welfare and social justice
from the perspective of Razavi’s way of life and Islamic governance,
helps us to find the best solutions and policies. To meet people’s needs
and to promote welfare and social justice.
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1. Introduction

Good governance is recognized as one of the basic pillars of sustainable de-
velopment and realization of social justice in different societies. In this regard,
examining historical and religious patterns can help us better understand this
concept. The biography of Imam Reza (a.s.) as one of the prominent figures in
the history of Islam, is full of teachings and principles that can be considered as a
suitable model for good governance. Although Imam Reza (a.s.) lived in certain
political conditions And it was not under the direct control of the government,
but it always emphasized the observance of social rights, transparency and pub-
lic participation. These characteristics not only helped to strengthen public trust,
but also became the basis for the realization of social justice. In this research,
the characteristics of good governance in the biography of Imam Reza (a.s.) are
investigated and an attempt is made to analyze the texts and related sources, the
principles and His teachings in the field of government and social justice should
be identified and explained. This research can help us find effective solutions to
respond to people’s needs and promote social welfare.

2. Research problem

Considering the importance of good governance and social justice in Islamic
philosophy, the role of Imam Reza (a.s.) as one of the pure imams and heirs of
knowledge and knowledge, as an outstanding example of good governance and
special attention to social justice, is very important. During the Imamate of Imam
Reza (a.s.), which was accompanied by the height of the Bani Abbas caliphate,
important historical developments took place, which provided the basis for con-
flict between Islamic lands and other nations. This article examines and analyzes
the features of good governance in the biography of Imam Reza (AS). Authentic
historical sources, traditions of Ahl al-Bayt (AS), and scientific articles in this
field have been used to collect information. The main questions of this research
include the characteristics of good governance in the life of Imam Reza (AS) and
what are the effective factors in paying attention to people’s needs and promoting
welfare and social justice in good governance? is Emphasizing the importance of
Razavi’s way of life and its implementation in Iranian society, this research deals
with its impact through a descriptive and analytical review.

3. Research methods

Qualitative research and text analysis methods have been used to investigate
the characteristics of good governance in the biography of Imam Reza (AS).
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This research includes the following steps: Collection of sources: At this stage,
authentic texts and sources related to the biography of Imam Reza (AS) were
collected. These sources include historical books, narrations, and scientific arti-
cles that examine various aspects of his life and teachings. Text analysis: After
collecting the sources, the texts were carefully analyzed. This analysis included
identifying and extracting the characteristics of good governance from various
texts and examining the impact of these characteristics on social justice and so-
cial rights. Comparison and matching: In this step, the identified features were
compared and matched with the principles and criteria of good governance in
other scientific and religious texts. This work helped to better understand how to
realize good governance in the life of Imam Reza (AS). Data analysis: The data
obtained from the analysis of texts and comparisons were qualitatively analyzed.
This analysis led to the identification of key patterns and principles in the life
of Imam Reza (AS). Conclusion: Finally, the results obtained from the research
were presented in a coherent and organized manner and the effect of these char-
acteristics on the realization of social justice and public welfare was investigated.

4. Discussion and conclusion

In this section, the results obtained from the research and analysis of the char-
acteristics of good governance in the biography of Imam Reza (AS) are dis-
cussed. The results of this research indicate several key principles that can be
used as a guide for realizing good governance and social justice in contemporary
societies. Observance of social rights: One of the prominent characteristics of
good governance in the life of Imam Reza (a.s.) was the emphasis on observing
social rights and resolving disputes. He always paid attention to the importance
of respecting the rights of individuals and different groups in society, and this
helped to strengthen public trust and create a stable society. Transparency and
public participation: Imam Reza (AS) emphasized the importance of transpar-
ency in government affairs and public participation. These features allow people
to participate in the decision-making process and feel that their voices are heard.
This not only helps to strengthen public trust, but also lays the foundation for the
realization of social justice. Respect for human rights and human dignity: The
results of the research show that respect for human rights and human dignity was
one of the basic principles of good governance in the life of Imam Reza (AS). He
emphasized on preserving the basic rights and freedoms of people and respect-
ing cultural and religious diversity, which helps to strengthen human values and
create a dynamic and stable society. Attention to the needs of the people: Imam
Reza (AS) always paid attention to the needs of the people and tried to provide
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solutions to meet these needs. This approach helps to promote social welfare
and realize social justice and can be used as a model for contemporary policy
makers. The results of this research show that the teachings of Imam Reza (AS)
can be considered as a suitable model for realizing good governance and social
justice in contemporary societies. According to these principles, it is possible to
help improve social and economic policies and improve people’s quality of life.
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Religious poetry has held a special place in the literature of Muslim na-
tions from time immemorial; however, it should not be neglected to ana-
lyze these types of works using new critical approaches, as this leads to a
deeper exploration of the layers and hidden content within the work and a
more comprehensive understanding of the poet and his literary production.
The present study seeks to examine the poems “Al-Haram Al-Mani’” by
the late Gherawi Isfahani and “Sham’e Welayat” by the Sahebkar-which
both focus on Imam Reza and were composed in the second half of the
14th century-within the framework of the American school of comparative
literature and the critical discourse analysis approach based on Norman
Fairclough’s theory. Some of the findings indicate that in the poem “Sh-
am’e Welayat”, at the level of description, the main actor is the poet him-
self and the main undergoer is Ma’moun. The poem employs hierarchical
classification schemes and shows a clear alignment and harmony between
the vocabulary and the ideology underpinning the text. It draws upon the
themes of “Ziyarat-e Jame’ah Kabirah” and is largely based on personal
experiences. Above all, this poem aims to influence the cognitive structure
of the audience and focuses mainly on the intellectual growth of the fol-
lowers of the Imam In contrast, the poem “’Al-Haram Al-Mani’” presents
a broader situational context and has a firmer historical structure compared
to “Sham’e Welayat”. It addresses both the virtues of Imam Reza and nar-
rates his life history and hardships. Furthermore, through intertextuality
and by employing the story of Prophet Moses allegorically, it attempts to
establish the superiority of Imam Reza. This poem criticizes the inconsis-
tencies between domination, its behaviors, and actions with the traditions
from the time of the Prophet to reveal the negative face of domination
clearly to all. The poet, in this endeavor, relies more than on any other
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source on the Quran and narrations from the infallible Imams to persuade his audience and uses
declarative and positive sentences extensively—likely to have a stronger impact on society, gover-
nance, and the future of humanity.

Keywords: Fairclough discourse analysis, Razawi poetry, Gherawi Isfahani, Thabihollah
Sahebkar.

This research conducts a comparative study of two Razawi poems “Al-Haram
Al-Mani’” by Gherawi Isfahani and “Sham’e Welayat” by Thabihollah Sahebkar
employing Fairclough’s Critical Discourse Analysis theory. Both written in the
second half of the fourteenth century, reveal the similarities and differences in
the mental frameworks of the two poets through their praises of Imam Reza Both
focus on events from the period of Imam Reza. Using Fairclough’s discourse
analysis theory, this research examines the hidden mechanisms in these poems
and their relation to the contextual knowledge of the audience and Secondary
questions address descriptive features, intertextuality, situational context, and
the dominant discourse and its societal impact. Previous studies have also com-
pared Razawi poems and It’s aim is to identify the intellectual and literary com-
monalities between these poets in their poetry dedicated to Imam Reza and to
present them as intellectual models for the Islamic community and The research
is influenced by the American school of comparative literature, which emphasiz-
es comparison without the necessity of historical symmetry and It also employs
a descriptive-analytical method and analyzes the ideology embedded in texts.
Norman Fairclough uses a model for text analysis: description, interpretation,
and explanation. The description level concerns the external context of the work,
lexical relations, and meanings, including three main axes: vocabulary, grammar,
and textual structure. This level examines experiential, social, and expressive
values involved in the formation of the text. The vocabulary section analyzes
types of expressions, semantic relations, and ideological vocabulary; the gram-
mar section explores dominant participants and sentence types. This research
examines the two poems at these three levels. The aesthetic features and types of
connections are significant, and in the structural part, topics such as sequences
and extensive structures are considered.

In describing the discourse features of the two poems, the description level in
“Al-Haram Al-Mani’” covers vocabulary, grammar, and textual structures. Ex-
periential values begin with the word “Reza,” referring both to the Imam’s name
and the concept of contentment. Gherawi Isfahani portrays Imam Reza as having
accepted divine tests “with contentment.” References to Ma’moun with words
like “woe” and “betrayal” establish hatred toward the enemies of Ahl al-Bayt and
indicate his fate after the Imam’s martyrdom and The vocabulary used in this text
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affects not only the lexical dimension but also the overall structure of the text. At
first, Imam Reza’s qualities and sufferings are praised and likened to the Prophet
Muhammad (peace be upon him). Later parts prepare for criticism of those re-
sponsible for the Imam’s martyrdom and openly curse Ma’moun. Key terms such
as “Al-Haram Al-Mani’” and “his grave” refer to the place of the Imam’s body.
The contrast between vocabulary related to the Imam and to Ma’moun depicts
the concept of good versus evil and Angels act as intermediaries to strengthen the
audience’s feelings toward the Imam and the injustice done to him.

The poet praises and honors Imam Reza in his verses, preserving his dignity using
formal vocabulary. The comparison of the Imam’s characteristics to the Prophet
points to their ideological alignment. In “Al-Haram Al-Mani’,” consisting of 15
verses, most sentences are declarative, with only two being interrogative or sup-
plicatory. This emphasis on positive expression and specific discourse structures
clearly shows that the poet seeks to honor Imam Reza and curse Ma’moun Abba-
si. Dividing the poem, the poet seeks a special message and depicts a hierarchy
of power, using mainly third-person pronouns to narrate the historical story from
his perspective. The poem is not merely a literary work but contains historical
elements encouraging reflection. The frequent use of the conjunction “and” over
“then” indicates the poet’s effort to maintain clarity. The change in subjects and
their roles involves the participation and diversity of agents, but the poet mainly
criticizes Ma’moun as the principal actor. Ideological metaphors also convey
specific goals to the audience and the poet uses interrogative and supplicatory
references, indicating that love for Imam Reza dominates him, transforming him
into a receptive agent. Ultimately, his transformative process is explained to the
audience, reflecting the depth of his thought and internal transformation and the
poet’s self-affirming receptivity distinguishes him from purposeful agents. His
positive descriptions confirm the ideology governing his thoughts. In expressing
his good state, the poet speaks from deep within, using first-person singular rath-
er than plural pronouns to share his personal experience.

The poem “Al-Haram Al-Mani’” refers to Imam Reza’s virtues and exalted sta-
tus and discusses the glory of his shrine and Ma’moun Abbasi’s efforts to ex-
tinguish his guiding light. The poet elaborates on the features of Imam Reza’s
conduct and highlights its importance for the audience. The poem’s theme in-
cludes Imam Reza’s virtues and sufferings, founded on narrations and Quranic
verses. In the first two verses, the poet mentions Imam Reza’s contentment and
the origin of his name. He also alludes to the Prophet’s Ascension (Mi’raj) and
proximity to God. The poet uses the story of Prophet Moses as a metaphor to
demonstrate Imam Reza’s superiority, recounting the Imam’s high rank. Moses
and Muhammad are compared in terms of prophethood, indicating the superiori-
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ty of Muhammad’s prophethood over others. The Twelve Imams (peace be upon
them) from their lineage share this virtue. The poet refers to Imam Reza’s ethical
virtues and regards him as the Prophet’s representative. Imam Reza’s shrine is
known as the site of angels’ prostration, mentioned in narrations. It is also a place
frequented by angels for descent and ascent, emphasizing the Imam’s greatness
and nearness to God.

The explanation phase describes discourse as part of a social process, repro-
ducing background knowledge through interpretation and explanation to clarify
the connection between text and society. Everyday life is shaped by social ac-
tions founded on shared human rationality. The discourse of religious texts like
“Al-Haram Al-Mani’” introduces Imam Reza and critiques the discordance of
his contemporary government with prophetic tradition. This discourse urges the
Imam’s devotees to spread prophetic traditions in society through knowledge
gained from him. Likewise, the poem “Sham’e Welayat” emphasizes establish-
ing a connection with the Ahl al-Bayt and benefiting from their guidance, calling
the audience to abandon worldly habits and emulate their conduct.

The dominant discourse of the poems presents the Ahl al-Bayt, particularly Imam
Reza, as the essence of creation and highlights their superiority. Approaching
them enhances human worth, and lowly desires should be shunned. The Arabic
poem offers a documented narrative featuring Imam as the agent and Ma’moun
as the recipient, while in the Persian poem, all roles are attributed to the Imam.
Both poems center Imam Reza, with various allusions. The Arabic poem uses
narrations and the Quran for persuasion, while the Persian poem is based on
personal experiences. Their effects differ.

Social and political changes significantly influence scientific fields like psy-
chology and cognitive sciences and help develop individuals playing effective
roles in society. The Arabic poet mainly uses positive declarative sentences to
act as a narrator of historical events. In “Sham’e Welayat,” alignment between
vocabulary and ideology is evident, with Imam as the main character. The most
significant sources for “Al-Haram Al-Mani’” are three historical and Quranic
narrations, and for “Sham’e Welayat,” themes from “Ziyarat al-Jami’ah al-Kabi-
rah,” indicating rich content in both. “Al-Haram Al-Mani’” more strongly affects
society’s future and governance, whereas “Sham’e Welayat” mainly influences
the audience’s intellectual structure.
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