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Keywords

The Safavid era marked a significant expansion of Shia culture in Iran,
leading to the establishment of numerous rituals and ceremonies honor-
ing the Imams. Among these, the birthday celebrations of the Imams have
gained prominence in recent centuries, becoming an integral part of Shia
customs and traditions. The holy shrine of Imam Reza in Mashhad serves
as a focal point for many of these religious ceremonies, which are conduct-
ed with meticulous attention to detail and specific protocols. Some of these
ceremonies trace their origins to initiatives undertaken during the Qajar
and Pahlavi eras, highlighting the cultural, sociological, and historical sig-
nificance of understanding their formation and the factors that influenced
their development. This research focuses on the birthday celebration of
Imam Reza in Mashhad, a pivotal religious observance for the Shia that
has witnessed remarkable growth in the past two centuries. The primary re-
search question seeks to identify the factors that transformed this birthday
ceremony into a grand Shia celebration during the Qajar era and the subse-
quent Islamic Revolution. The findings of the research reveal that the Qajar
dynasty, particularly through the initiatives of Naser al-Din Shah, Mozaffar
al-Din Shah, and officials stationed in Mashhad, played a crucial role in the
development of Imam Reza’s birthday celebration. During the Pahlavi era,
administrative discipline, executive instructions, the creation of dedicated
endowments, and media attention contributed to the expansion and wide-
spread observance of the birthday celebration in Mashhad.
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Introduction

The celebration of the birthday of Imam Reza (as) emerged as one of the cer-
emonial events in Qajar and Pahlavi society and subsequently transformed into
one of the most important celebrations for the Shiites of Iran. This celebration is
one of the most significant ceremonies of the Imam Reza Holy Shrine, held with
even greater splendor, and in recent decades has expanded beyond the shrine of
Imam Reza (as) to various locations throughout Iran. The organization of this
ceremony has been accompanied by ups and downs every year from the Qajar
period to the present day, adding to its grandeur. This cultural transformation and
the formation of customs and traditions related to it are attributed to the personal
initiatives and cultural policies of each respective era. This issue has received
less historical and social examination to date. Therefore, the present study aims
to investigate the factors and influential figures involved in the expansion and
establishment of the celebration of the birth of Imam Reza (as) at the Holy Shrine
and in the city of Mashhad, from the Qajar period to the Islamic Revolution,
through a historical perspective relying on documents and deeds.

Research Method

This study was conducted using historical research approaches and utilizing
documentary, printed, and library sources in a descriptive-analytical manner,
examining the influential factors on the expansion of the dimensions of the cel-
ebration of the birth of Imam Reza (as) from the Qajar period. In this research,
documents from the Central Library of Astan Quds and its publications were
utilized to document the formation process of each stage of this celebration in
the most sacred sanctuary of Iran.

Background of the Celebration of the Birth of Imam Reza (as)

The history of holding some religious ceremonies at the Imam Reza Holy Shrine
dates back to the Safavid period, but the celebration of the birth of Imam Reza
(as) is more reflected in the Qajar period documents. An old reference to this
celebration dates back to 1273 AH, which was likely the oldest mention of this
celebration, held on the 11th of Rabi’ al-Awwal until the late Qajar period. Since
1341 AH, it has been held on the 11th of Dhu al-Qa’dah. The organization of this
ceremony had a gradual and developmental process, with each of the Qajar and
Pahlavi kings and the custodians of the Astan Quds contributing to its splendor
through their initiatives and efforts. This celebration was held in the court and
the Astan Quds during the reign of Naser al-Din Shah, influenced mainly by his
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cultural initiatives. The initiatives of this king in holding the Salaam ceremony
in the court and later in the shrine of Imam Reza (as), and sending congratulatory
messages for the birth celebration, were the initial steps of this occasion. The
celebration, accompanied by illuminations in the sacred courtyards of the Holy
Shrine of Imam Reza (as), was one of the initiatives of Naser al-Din Shah. An-
other initiative was sending congratulatory messages via telegraph. This custom
later became an important tradition in the Astan Quds, continuing until the late
Pahlavi period. Officials also took actions to enhance such ceremonies.

Despite the celebration of the birth of Imam Reza (as) accompanied by the
recitation of a sermon, this ceremony was not officially recognized as a holiday
until the reign of Mozaffar al-Din Shah, especially in the year 1320 AH. This was
implemented upon the suggestion of Mirza Abbas Qoli Khan Sepehr to Mozaffar
al-Din Shah. At the same time, Haji Seyyed Hossein Naib al-Tawliyah Arab in-
vented the celebration of the birth of Imam Reza (as) in Mashhad since 1313 AH,
and every year he held a grand celebration at his personal residence and garden
with lighting, fireworks, hospitality, and poetry recitation, which continued until
1335 AH. Then his son continued to carry out the celebration.

Haji Mohammad Ali Qaem Magam Al-Towlih was another influential figure in
the celebration of the birth of Imam Reza (as). He was a member of the Sadat
Rezavi family and responsible for their endowments in Mashhad. In 1341 AH,
he gifted a five-thousand toman coin to the present servants at the celebration. He
then held this celebration at his home and garden, accompanied by illuminations
and hospitality, and gave Eyd coins to the guests. After he died in 1317 AH, his
son, Abutaleb Qaem Magam, continued to hold this ceremony until 1337 AH.
Since then, this tradition has continued among the Sadat Rezavi family.

One memorable aspect of the celebration of the birth of Imam Reza (as) was
the special gifts given on the day of the celebration. This practice could have
led to a wide reflection of its cultural impact. The gifts included plants, sweets,
silver coins, gold coins, gold and silver jewelry, and pages of the Holy Qur’an
inscribed by the Imams. Among the deputy custodians of Astan Quds, Mahmood
Badr encouraged the attendees by giving coins as gifts. Although giving material
and spiritual gifts existed before, Badr, starting from 1327 AH, began giving
gold and silver coins to the guests. This paved the way for the minting of com-
memorative coins for the birth of Imam Reza (as) from 1328 AH, continuing
until 1357 AH. The next deputy custodian, Ali Motamedi, also made an effective
move. He proposed including the celebration of the birth of Imam Reza (as) in
the row of official holidays, playing a significant role in expanding this celebra-
tion. One reason for this proposal was the prevalence of non-religious markets
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in those days. With Motamedi’s efforts from 1332 AH, government offices and
public institutions in Mashhad were closed on the day of the celebration.

The ceremonies at Astan Quds were held according to the instructions of the
custodians. Administrative discipline and adherence to regulations during the
Pahlavi period were one of the reasons for the stability of holding ceremonies.
In this period, detailed guidelines for celebrating the birth of Imam Reza (as) at
Astan Quds were written by Alaa al-Sultan, emphasizing the illuminations in
the courtyards. With the military’s control over the financial and administrative
structure of Astan Quds from the late Qajar period, such ceremonies were in-
fluenced by military conditions. The precise execution of the celebrations was
accompanied by military salutes. The venue of the celebrations was also moved
from the ancient courtyard to the new courtyard.

In addition to personal initiatives, endowments played an influential role in
spreading Shia culture. The most significant endowment specific to the birth
of Imam Reza (as) belonged to Movid al-Dawla, but the endowment of Banu
Kuchak Agha Afkham al-Sultanah Sanai had a profound impact on these cere-
monies. In 1334 AH, she endowed the villages of Magsudabad Radkan, Saifabad,
and Aliabad for the celebration of the birth of Imam Reza (as) and stipulated that
half of the endowments’ income be spent on the expenses of the celebration and
the feast on the celebration day. She emphasized that these ceremonies should
be held similarly to the celebration of the 3rd of Sha’ban, the day of the birth
of Imam Hussein (as), and that guests should be treated magnificently. This en-
dowment led to a wide presence of guests at the celebration, necessitating the
preparation of new guidelines to maintain order.

Since the proliferation of audiovisual equipment in Mashhad, new technology
has been used to reflect ceremonies. The first time the sermon of the birth of
Imam Reza (as) was recorded on radio was on the first of Mordad, 1332 SH.
Television entered Mashhad two decades later in 1350 SH and had a direct im-
pact on the reflection of these ceremonies. In that year, in addition to live radio
broadcasts, the ceremony of the birth of Imam Reza (as) was recorded for tele-
vision broadcast. Over a century and a half, from the time of Naser al-Din Shah
to the Islamic Revolution, various initiatives by the kings, some officials of the
Holy Shrine, and benefactors played a significant role in expanding the celebra-
tion of the birth of Imam Reza (as), transforming a simple ceremony into one of
the largest celebrations for the Shia community in Iran.
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If we consider the crisis as a combination of opportunity and threat, there
is no doubt that the issue of Imam Reza (as) ‘s guardianship has been one
of the crises he faced. And the management of this crisis by Imam Reza
PBUH demanded a comprehensive model and program in which the best
insights and methods of crisis management and control were considered,
which this article seeks to explain in response to what is crisis management
in the issue of guardianship in a descriptive way - Has done an analysis.
In this article, first, issues about crisis and crisis management are stated,
and in the second part, a search is conducted on crisis management in the
issue of guardianship in the life of Imam Reza. The results show that crisis
management in Imam Reza’s biography can be designed in three dimen-
sions: pre-crisis management, crisis management and post-crisis manage-
ment. In the first stage, measures such as: public warning in the event of a
crisis, planning, security and transparency have been taken. In the second
stage, measures such as: turning the crisis into an opportunity, timely de-
cision-making, enlightenment and information have been done, and in the
last stage, the optimal use of the situation arising from the crisis has been
taken.

In Imam Reza’s biography, in all these three stages, two main approaches
to this crisis can be deduced and extracted:

Explanatory jihad approach with the aim of disgracing Mamun and the
injustice of Bani Abbas and proving the legitimacy and legitimacy of the
Imamate and the province

Approach of punitive jihad with the aim of awakening and informing the
people.
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Introduction

The word “crisis” in the dictionary is a translation of the word “crisis”, which itself is derived from
a Greek medical word; But this word in Chinese language is composed of two symbols meaning
danger and opportunity. As crisis is also used to mean pressure, anxiety, calamity and violence; In
decision-making analysis, crisis is a kind of situation and kind of event.

Crisis in the term is a combination of opportunity and threat. Therefore, a crisis is like a deci-
sion-making moment in the conditions of lack of decision (conditions of impossibility of deci-
sion-making). This definition helps us to look at the crisis from the perspective of management
(decision-making) and consider each crisis as an area of decision and planning (combination of
opportunities and threats) away from conceptual and typological disputes. do. (Hosseinzadeh
1387:153)

Types of crisis

To separate and identify crises, it is better to categorize them and consider bases for their separa-
tion. For this purpose, various classifications have been made, which include:

A- Classification of crises in terms of their suddenness or gradualness: some crises arise suddenly
and all at once and have sudden effects on the internal and external environment of the organiza-
tion; These crises are called sudden crises.

In contrast to these crises, there are gradual crises that start from a series of critical issues and are
strengthened over time and continue up to a threshold level and then emerge.

b- Crisis classification from Parsons’ point of view: Parsons describes three types of crisis, which
are:

1- Urgent crises: These crises do not have any previous warning signs and organizations are not
able to research them and plan for their disposal.

2- Crises that appear gradually: these crises arise slowly and can be stopped or limited through
organizational measures.

3- Continuous crises: these crises last for weeks, months or even years; The strategies for facing
these crises in different situations depend on time pressures, extent of control and the magnitude of
these events. (Tabelli et al. 2011: 82)

C- Classification of crises from the point of view of “Mitraf™:

He uses two spectrums to classify crises; It is a range of being internal or external; that the crisis
occurs inside the organization or outside the organization; The other spectrum shows the techni-
cal-economic or socio-organizational nature of crises.

Crisis process

Perhaps it is possible to draw a process for the crisis that works as follows.

1. The crisis begins with a chaos, bewilderment, disturbance, confusion or anxiety; That is, chaos
creates a kind of internal and external chaos in structures, programs and behaviors.

2. The created chaos brings the existing situation into a difficult situation, and the difficult situation
brings the existing situation close to the point of danger, and the possibility of making a decision
is lost. (Taili et al. 1391: 5 1)

Dimensions of the crisis management model

According to the discussed topics, it can be seen that the common denominator of all crisis man-
agement models will be the provision and employment of various elements to control the crisis
before, during and after the crisis; As a result, crisis management can have the following three
dimensions:

A - pre-crisis management,

Before a crisis occurs, three key activities must take place:

1. Forming a crisis management team in the organization,

2. Creating a scenario that shows the worst possible situation,



43 Quarterly Scientific Journal of Farhang Razavi. Year 13, Issue 2, Summer 2025, Serial Number 50

3. Defining a standard operating procedure to carry out activities before a crisis occurs.
b- crisis management,

At the time of crisis, three main activities must be done:

1. Focusing on the dissemination of news and information that is desired by the public.
2. Specitying a person as the spokesperson of the organization,

3. Send messages and reports professionally in the media.

C- Post-crisis management.

After the crisis, two main activities must be done:

1. Identifying factors causing crisis for future use

2. Communicating with stakeholders to inform them of the results and effects of the crisis. (Mamar-
zadeh, Sarfarazi 1389: 30)

Crisis management conveys this implicit message that nowadays the principle is crisis and no sys-
tem is stable in equilibrium; Therefore, although organizations are not able to accurately predict
and plan for the future, they must be prepared to overcome many known and unknown threats

If we consider the crisis as a combination of opportunity and threat, there is no doubt that the issue
of Imam Reza (as) ‘s guardianship has been one of the crises he faced. And the management of
this crisis by Imam Reza PBUH demanded a comprehensive model and program in which the best
insights and methods of crisis management and control were considered, which this article seeks to
explain in response to what is crisis management in the issue of guardianship in a descriptive way
- Has done an analysis. In this article, first, issues about crisis and crisis management are stated,
and in the second part, a search is conducted on crisis management in the issue of guardianship in
the life of Imam Reza. The results show that crisis management in Imam Reza’s biography can be
designed in three dimensions: pre-crisis management, crisis management and post-crisis manage-
ment. In the first stage, measures such as: public warning in the event of a crisis, planning, security
and transparency have been taken. In the second stage, measures such as: turning the crisis into an
opportunity, timely decision-making, enlightenment and information have been done, and in the
last stage, the optimal use of the situation arising from the crisis has been taken.

In Imam Reza’s biography, in all these three stages, two main approaches to this crisis can be
deduced and extracted:

Explanatory jihad approach with the aim of disgracing Mamun and the injustice of Bani Abbas and
proving the legitimacy and legitimacy of the Imamate and the province

Approach of punitive jihad with the aim of awakening and informing the people. Crisis manage-
ment in the life of Imam Reza (as) can be classified into three dimensions of pre-crisis manage-
ment, crisis management and post-crisis management. crisis”, “planning and targeting”, “security”
and “transparency”. In the second stage, the managerial actions of Imam (as) such as “turning a
crisis into an opportunity”, “taking a timely decision” and “enlightening and informing” were car-
ried out, and in the last stage, Imam (as)’s managerial actions included such things as “laying the
foundation for consolidation” The epistemological foundations of Shiism are “providing the proof
of the Ahl al-Bayt’s (pbuh)” and “providing the victory and scientific superiority of the Imam and
the regret and failure of Mammon”.The model of crisis management from the perspective of Imam
Reza (peace be upon him) in the issue of velayat

A- Pre-crisis management

One of the dimensions of the crisis management model is pre-crisis management, which the ex-
amination of Imam Reza’s management measures and actions at this stage can help to explain this
model; With this aim, before the crisis, it is said that Raja [bn Dahhak and Yaser Khadim submitted
a letter from Ma’mun to Hazrat Reza (peace be upon him). In his letter, Ma’mun had called the
Prophet to Marv to accept the government or the oath of governorship and asked him not to leave
the letter on the ground and leave for Ma’mun’s seat in Marv (Irfan Manesh 231:2389 1389).
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“Enjoining Good and Forbidding Evil,” as two important divine obliga-
tions emphasized by the prophets, Imams, and the righteous, held a spe-
cial place for Imam al-Jawad (as). Although the era of this noble Imam
in Shiite history—marked by the martyrdom of Imam al-Rida (as), the
uprisings of the Alawites, the spread and geographical expansion of
Shiism, the increasing power of Ma’mun, and the Abbasid caliphate’s
new political maneuvers, which ultimately strengthened their rule—
was a period of great difficulty, Imam al-Jawad (as) actively promoted
the enjoining of good and the struggle against various political, social,
and moral corruptions in accordance with the circumstances of his time
and place. Now, the question is: What methods did Imam al-Jawad (as)
employ in fulfilling these two obligations? To answer this question, all
relevant hadiths and reports concerning “enjoining good and forbid-
ding evil” in the conduct of Imam al-Jawad (as) have been collected
and methodologically analyzed in a descriptive-analytical manner. The
compiled narrations are then examined in the section on “Methods of
Applying Enjoining Good and Forbidding Evil in the Conduct of Imam
al-Jawad (as).”
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Introduction

Enjoining what is good and forbidding what is evil as two important divine
duties that have been the focus of prophets and imams, had a special place with
Imam Javad (as). Although the life of this noble Imam in the history of Shi-
ism - due to the martyrdom of Imam Reza (as), the uprisings of the Alevis, the
influence and geographical expansion of Shiism, the increase in the power of
Ma’mun and the greater power of the Abbasid Caliphate - experienced diffi-
cult conditions. But Imam Javad (peace be upon him) followed the fight against
various political, social and moral corruptions according to the conditions and
situations of time and place. Ibn al-Reza (peace be upon him) says about the
importance of these two divine duties: Enjoining the good and forbidding the
evil are the two creations of God, whoever helps them, God will help him, and
whoever abandons them. He is humiliated in front of God (Ibn Babouyeh, 1362,
Vol. 1: 42). He also calls religious scholars to guide people from deviations and
in a letter to Saad al-Khair, he emphasizes the special role of scholars in this
matter. (Kilini, 1407, Vol. 8: 56) And further, he blames the scholars who ignore
these two divine duties and writes: “If the scholars do not benevolent and do not
give advice, they will be traitors.” Majlesi, 1403 AH, vol. 1, p. 138. 1, p. 138. 1,
p-138. 1,p. 138. 1, p. 138. 1, p. 138. 1, p. 138. 1, p. 138. 1, p. 138. 1, p. 138. 1, p.
138.1,p. 138. 1, p. 138. 75: 361) Also, Imam Jawad (peace be upon him) empha-
sizes on commanding good and forbidding evil from oppressors, and regarding
accepting it from believers, he says: “A believer needs three qualities: success
from God, an inner preacher and accepting the advice of those giving advice.

Although books and articles have been written about the life of Imam Javad
(peace be upon him). However, so far no work has been compiled in the specific
field of the article, rather the authors of works related to Imam Javad (peace be
upon him) have dealt with the general aspects of his life. For example, Mrs.
Marzieh Mohammadzadeh has studied the life of Imam Javad Mohammad Bin
Ali (as) in her book. Also, among the articles presented in the conference on
the life and times of Imam Javad (as) - which was held in Qom in 2014 - is the
article Imam Javad (as) and the Shia Sects written by Mohammad Ali Chalangar.
and the article on Imam Javad (as) and the use of communication techniques
in crisis management of deviant sects written by Mohammad Reza Barani and
Hoda Shabanpour, as well as the article by Ghalian Asr of Imam Javad (as) and
interaction with them; But in these articles, the authors have not addressed how
Imam Javad (as) dealt with the deviant sects of his time. Therefore, in none of the
published works and articles, the methods of enjoining good and forbidding evil
in the biography of Imam Javad (peace be upon him) have not been examined in
a way that includes all cases. Therefore, in an article, it is necessary to analyze
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the methods of enjoining good and forbidding evil in the life and words of Imam
Javad, peace be upon him, and to answer this important question that the ways
and methods of enjoining good and forbidding evil according to Imam Javad
What is Salam Allah Alaihi? That is, what methods did Imam Javad (peace be
upon him) use in performing these two duties? In response to this question, in
this article, all hadiths and narrations related to enjoining good and forbidding
evil in the biography of Imam Javad, peace be upon him, have been collected and
analyzed with a descriptive-analytical method.

The result is that during his short life, Imam Javad (peace be upon him) gave
importance to divine duty, including commanding good and forbidding evil,
which is reflected in his words and letters. He has important words about the
importance of enjoining what is good and forbidding what is evil, which encour-
ages Shia scholars to avoid neglect and the necessity of enjoining what is good
and forbidding what is evil in society, especially among Shiites. Also, he had a
clear and verbal stance against the deviant sects of that time such as Wagqfiyyah,
Ghalyan and Fathiyeh, and on one hand he guided them and on the other hand he
forbade the Shiites from communicating with them.

Imam Javad (peace be upon him) has mentioned in hadiths the importance of
enjoining good and forbidding evil and its examples. Also, that Imam Hammam
performed these two divine duties with 4 methods of description, letter writing,
rejection and indifference, and shouting and protesting. Statistically, 3 cases of
explanation, 6 cases of writing letters, 5 cases of rejection and indifference and
1 case of protest were identified. Therefore, the method of letter writing with
(40%) is at the top of the practical methods of Imam Javad (peace be upon him)
in enjoining good and forbidding evil. The method of neglect and rejection with
(33%) and the method of explanation with (20%) are in the next ranks. The
method of protest with (7%) shows the lowest rate of using the method of en-
joining good and forbidding evil by them, which shows the importance of letter
writing method compared to other methods in performing these two duties.

Regarding the subjects of these six ways, it should be said: 5 cases are famous
examples that he commanded and 9 cases are forbidden cases that Imam Javad
(peace be upon him) forbade. The famous things that Imam emphasized in these
six methods are: 1. Helping others and untangling and solving other people’s
problems; 2. Obligation of piety and concealment of belief for Shiites; 3. Poetry
for Ahl al-Bayt (as); 4. Visiting and mentioning Ahl al-Bayt (as); 5. Leaving
extra food in the desert for animals. The vices that Imam Nahi has forbidden:
1. Forbidden music; 2. Following the Wagqifian sect in congregational prayer; 3.
Following the decrees and fatwas of the Abbasids; 4. Demonstrations, make-up
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and excitement of women; 5-8. Following the sects of Waqfiyyah, Zaidiyyah,
Ahl al-Tjasm and Ghalian; 9. Giving fatwa without knowledge. Therefore, the
frequency of examples in the methods of enjoining good and forbidding evil is
as follows: famous 36%; negative 64% (Chart No. 2); Also, 67% of the 9 vices
of Imam Javad, peace be upon him, are far from deviant ideas and beliefs, and
33% are from other vices (Chart No. 3).

Therefore, first of all, the prohibition of evil in relation to what is good, due to
the existence of various deviations in the Islamic society of that day, had a spe-
cial place with the Imam; Secondly, the prohibition of following deviant sects
in the biography of Imam Javad (peace be upon him) has a double importance;
Because the tendency of the Islamic society towards deviant sects creates the
ground of distance from the truth and imamate. Therefore, seminaries and elite
society should pay more attention to deviant sects.
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One of the most crucial pillars of a good life is genuine happiness and con-
tentment. This study aims to explain the prerequisites for achieving happi-
ness in the best life, based on the teachings of Imam al-Reza (as). The re-
search method is descriptive-analytical and relies on library sources. Based
on a narration from Imam al-Ridha (as) that defines the best life as making
the lives of others good and pleasant, the study explores the requirements
for achieving this noble social relationship within Ridawi teachings.

The findings show that in the words of Imam al-Ridha, the best life is one
where we make the material and spiritual lives of others pleasant. This
principle is evident in his conduct. Achieving such a life requires a balance
between hope and fear and depends on several factors:

* A Monotheistic and Eschatological Perspective: True belief in God and
the afterlife, achievable only through complete intellectual and practical
devotion to the divine authority (the Imam), alongside sincere action.

* Self-Sacrifice: Which demands asceticism, contentment, and abandoning
selfish desires.

* Kindness and Problem-Solving Attitude: While preserving others’ dig-
nity.

« Skills Such as Anger Management: Which can only be realized through
patience with people, forgiving others’ mistakes, and good character.

» Comprehensive Planning Skills and Lawful Daily

* Recreation.

According to Ridawi teachings, aiding others—especially believers—
brings about divine help and unseen support from unexpected sources. This
leads to lasting happiness in both this world and the hereafter. Therefore,
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based on these teachings, through divine-centered and Imam-centered action, detachment from
worldly attachments, and acquiring happiness-related skills, one can bring comfort to oneself and
others and achieve the best life.

Enjoining good (Amr bil Ma’ruf), Forbidding evil (Nahy anil Munkar), Imam al-Jawad (as), Con-
duct (Sirah), Hadiths (Narrations).

Kywords:
Imam al-Reza (as), Ridawi Teachings, Happiness, Best Life.

Introduction

One of the most crucial pillars of a good life is genuine happiness and contentment. This study
aims to explain the prerequisites for achieving happiness in the best life, based on the teachings of
Imam al-Reza (as).

The central research question is: “What is the manifestation of the best life in the sayings and ac-
tions of Imam al-Reza (as), and what are the requirements for achieving happiness in such a life?”
The study employs a descriptive-analytical method and relies on library research. Based on a nar-
ration from Imam al-Reza (as), who defines the best life as improving the lives of others, the study
investigates the prerequisites and elements necessary for such a noble social connection within the
framework of Ridawi teachings.

Imam al-Reza (as) emphasizes coexistence accompanied by joy and the effort to bring joy to oth-
ers. In a narration, Ali ibn Shu’ayb reports:

“I visited Imam al-Reza (as). He asked me, ‘O Ali! Who lives the best and most pleasant life?’ I
replied, ‘My master, you know better than I.” The Imam said, ‘O Ali! The one who makes the lives
of others good and pleasant lives the best life. And who lives the worst life?’ I replied again, ‘You
know best.” He said, ‘The worst life belongs to the one who does.

not improve others’ lives through his own. O Ali! Treat God’s blessings with care, for they are
fleeting and do not return to those from whom they depart. O Ali! The worst of people is one who
denies others what has been granted to him, eats alone, and mistreats his servants.””

This teaching was embodied in the Imam’s own life. [brahim ibn Abbas narrates:

“I never saw Imam al-Reza (as) speak harshly to anyone, interrupt anyone, or leave a request un-
fulfilled when it was within his means. He never stretched out his legs in front of others or leaned
back while others were sitting. He never insulted or cursed any of his servants, never spat in front
of anyone, and never laughed loudly but only smiled. When alone, he would invite all his ser-
vants—including gatekeepers and stablemen—to his table. He slept little and worshipped much,
fasting frequently. He gave charity in secret, especially at night.”

Even during his final illness, as narrated by Yasser the servant, when only seven stops remained
before reaching Tus, the Imam fell ill. Despite his weakness, he ensured that all his staff and ser-
vants ate well and asked about each one personally. He even made sure the women were fed. Only

afterward did he faint from weakness, and mourning erupted throughout the city.
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This scene demonstrates that even on the verge of death, the Imam was deeply concerned about
others’ comfort—regardless of whether they were close followers or not. For him, improving the
lives of others extended beyond material comfort to include spiritual welfare, even when oth-
ers were unaware of his goodwill. He even appointed someone to awaken the servants for night
prayers.

The words and actions of Imam al-Ridha (peace be upon him) in explaining a good and prosper-
ous life can be traced back to his monotheistic perspective and thought. As researchers in Islamic
psychology have inferred from Islamic teachings, happiness and a good life can only be achieved
through a monotheistic way of living, based on a firm belief in all the names and attributes of God,
His lordship, divine decrees, and adherence to the cause of God to establish individual and social
monotheism while negating fictitious and satanic social classes.

According to the narration of Abdullah ibn Salat, from a man of Balkh who said: “During the jour-
ney of Imam Abu al-Hasan Ali ibn Musa al-Ridha to Khorasan, I accompanied him. One day, he
invited everyone to the table, and his servants, both black and non-black, came and sat at the table.
I said to him: May I be sacrificed for you, wouldn’t it be better to set a separate table for them? He
replied: Be silent! The God of all is one, and the mother is one, and the father is one (therefore there
is no difference), and the reward of each person is based on their actions.”

It is clear that this belief and monotheistic faith will only make the livelihood of others good
and joyful if it is accompanied by a committed faith and completely righteous actions. As Imam
al-Ridha (peace be upon him) stated: “Monotheistic faith is indeed the recognition and heartfelt
belief, verbal acknowledgment, and practical behavior.” The flow of individual and social mono-
theism in legislation and execution can only be realized through connection and allegiance to
the divine authority, which is this complete connection, a complete attachment to a center called
Wilayah (guardianship) or the driving force of society in absolute obedience to his thoughts and
commands while negating dependence on tyrants.

As Imam al-Reza (as) mentions in the luminous Hadith of “Silsilat al-Dhahab,” he introduces
Wilayah as a condition and indeed a prerequisite for entering the fortress of monotheism: “Imam
al-Ridha narrated from his ancestors from Imam Ali who said: I heard the Prophet say: I heard that
God Almighty says: The word ‘There is no god but Allah’ is My fortress; whoever enters it will be
safe from My punishment. And when the mount of the Prophet moved, he said: With its conditions,
and I am one of its conditions.”

Belief in the Hereafter is also a guarantee for implementing this approach and improving the lives
of others, as Hassan ibn Ali al-Washaa narrated from Imam al-Ridha who said: “Whoever relieves
the troubles of a believer and brings them joy, God will alleviate their worries on the Day of Res-
urrection.” He also said: “One of the best ongoing charities (i.e., charities that continue to benefit a
person after death) is helping a needy person.” In this luminous statement, the Imam recommends
relieving the difficulties in the lives of others based on belief in the Hereafter and emphasizes on-
going charities, which are the treasures of the Hereafter.

The findings reaffirm that the best life, in Ridawi thought, is one where we improve others’ lives
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materially and spiritually. This goal requires a balance between fear and hope and is achieved
through:

* Theological Insight and Belief in the Hereafter: Attained through full allegiance to the divine
leader and sincere action.

* Selflessness: Demanding detachment from desires.

* Cheerfulness and Willingness to Help: While preserving the dignity of others.

* Emotional SKills (e.g., Anger Management): Achieved through patience, forgiveness, and good
morals.

* Planning and Lawful Entertainment: Balanced, daily, and constructive.

Achieving the best life is accompanied by divine support, often from unexpected sources, leading
to sustainable happiness in both this world and the next. In conclusion, Ridawi teachings propose
that through a God- and Imam-centered life, detachment from worldly attachments, and acquisi-

tion of happiness-related skills, one can enjoy a pleasant life and bring joy to others as well.
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Souvenirs are interpreted as reminders of travel experiences, and buying
souvenirs and taking blessings is one of the main components of pilgrim-
age. As a tangible symbol of the pilgrimage, souvenirs are a possibility to
expand the sanctity and blessing of the pilgrimage. This research seeks to
investigate what goods and with what motivation pilgrims buy as souvenirs
during their trip to Mashhad, and to what extent they are satisfied with
their shopping experience, and what types of objects pilgrims tend to buy
as a blessing. Take to your city. The distinguishing feature of this research
is to address the role of the special feature of “being blessed” in pilgrims’
souvenirs. Therefore, the typology of souvenirs and blessed gifts that pil-
grims take to their city was also discussed. This research was conducted by
survey method and 580 pilgrims were randomly selected during Nowruz
1401. The research tool was a researcher-made questionnaire and the ques-
tionnaires were completed by interview method. The interviewers were
stationed at the four entrances of the Holy Shrine in order to consider the
diversity of the sample. The findings showed that the souvenirs bought by
the pilgrims can be classified into three major groups: local food, religious
items, and consumer items. Of course, the share of local food is more in
the souvenir basket of pilgrims. They were satisfied with their souvenir
shopping experience in Mashhad (in terms of product and seller character-
istics). Pilgrims are more satisfied with the stores and products related to
Astan Quds Razavi. For the majority of pilgrims, the feature of “blessing”
of souvenirs is very important, and they bought more religious goods as a
blessing. Pilgrims receive gifts in the shrine as a blessing, which is sacred
and precious to them. These gifts were classified into three groups (blessed
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foods, religious-cultural items and parts of the holy place). Pilgrims are more inclined to receive
blessed food, especially “Ghazaie Hazrat” as a blessing. What is clear is that economic problems
in recent years have affected the buying behavior of pilgrims, and pilgrims are more accepting of
cheap goods. At the end, suggestions for future studies regarding the purchase of blessed souvenirs
are provided.

Keywords:

souvenir, blessing, pilgrim, shrine of Imam Reza (as), Mashhad.

1.Introduction

Souvenirs are often special goods of memorable moments of visited places or travel expe-
riences that may record positive memories of the trip. In addition to their economic value,
tourists get to know the culture and history of a place through souvenirs. For this reason, it
is important for manufacturers and sellers to identify the buying behavior of tourists and their
preferences. Tourist destinations are increasingly willing to increase shopping opportunities
for tourists, because shopping itself is a tourist attraction. In religious tourism and pilgrimage,
souvenirs are one of the main components of pilgrimage. It seems that the purchase of material
objects is an integral part of pilgrimage rituals, which turns the pilgrim’s intangible spiritual
experience into something “tangible”. Souvenirs are a way to spread holiness to others and
relatives who have not made the pilgrimage and allow family and friends to share in the pil-
grim’s sacred experience.

Mashhad is the most important religious city in Iran, where the most important sacred place
in Iran, namely the shrine of Al1 ibn Miisa al-Reza (Arabic: Ll (o sa 0= (=), the eighth
Imam of the Shiites, is located. The economy of Mashhad relies on religious tourism. Cur-
rently, there are many shops around the shrine of Imam Reza to buy souvenirs and daily needs
of pilgrims and citizens, and buying and selling souvenirs is a significant part of Mashhad’s
tourism turnover. Souvenirs are an important part of the pilgrims’ journey, and souvenir items
are constantly diversifying, and even blessed souvenirs seem to be embodied in new goods and
forms. Therefore, the continuous recognition and monitoring of pilgrims’ souvenir buying be-
havior provides useful information for planning, marketing and managing purchases, budgets
and opportunities for producers, sellers, retailers and investors. This issue is of double im-
portance for institutions in charge of the matter, including the Tourism and Cultural Heritage
Organization and Astan Quds Razavi (A broad institution that manages the shrine of Imam
Reza and various organizations belonging to it). Therefore, this research aims to investigate
the issue of what goods pilgrims buy as souvenirs and blessings during their trip to Mashhad.
What souvenirs do they consider blessed? For whom and with what motive do they buy bless-
ed souvenirs? The distinguishing feature of this research is to deal with the special feature of
“being blessed” in pilgrims’ souvenirs. Therefore, the typology of souvenirs and blessed gifts
that pilgrims take to their city was also discussed. The distinguishing feature of this research
compared to the researches that have been done is that in addition to the behavior of buying
souvenirs, it emphasizes on souvenirs and blessed gifts, which have not been investigated in
previous researches.

2.Method
This research was conducted by survey method and 580 pilgrims were randomly selected during
Nowruz 1401. The research tool was a researcher-made questionnaire and the questionnaires were
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completed by interview method. The interviewers were stationed at the four entrances of the Holy
Shrine in order to consider the diversity of the sample. A wide range of questions related to the
pattern of buying souvenirs, blessed souvenirs, satisfaction with the product (in terms of price,
authenticity, quality and design), satisfaction with the seller (pleasantness, fairness and honesty),
favorite blessed gifts were asked from the respondents.

3.Discussions and conclusion

Our participants consisted of 48% females and 52% males, of which 38% were under 30 years
old, 29% between 30 — 40 years old, 17% between 40 — 50 years old, and 15% had more than 50
years old. Furthermore, 54 percent of participants had non-academic education, and 46 percent
had an academic background. 80% of the respondents are married, and 20% are single. About 79%
of pilgrims travel with family, while 7% travel alone and 14% with relatives or friends. For most
respondents (97%), the pilgrimage was the most vital motivation to travel to Mashhad, and only
11% had pilgrimage-tourism (Ziyarat-Siyahat).

Findings show that three types of shopping behavior have been observed:

* Local edible: In this type of shopping, local food is most abundant (such as saffron, barberry, rock
candy, chickpeas, and raisins).

* Religious items: refers to a group of items that are traditionally used in religious rituals, such as
Mehr (turbah), Tasbih, Chador (kind of veil for praying), and Janmaz (praying cloth).

» Consumables: This group of souvenirs such as clothes, shoes, home appliances, etc. is purchased
to meet daily needs in routine life.

pilgrims are more eager to buy local edible such as (rock candy, saffron, barberry, chickpeas and
raisins, etc.). Then religious items have had the largest share in the pilgrims’ shopping. Con-
sumables related to the daily life needs of pilgrims are in the third place in pilgrims’ shopping.
Since about half of the pilgrims are from the low-income strata of Iranian society, only 1% have
bought handicrafts as souvenirs, because handicrafts are relatively expensive and almost luxu-
rious souvenirs. It is not considered an essential need of the low-income group. The prevalence
of corona and economic inflation in recent years in Iran has strongly influenced the purchasing
behavior of pilgrims. Pilgrims were satisfied with the experience of buying their souvenirs in
Mashhad (in terms of product and seller characteristics). Pilgrims believe that the souvenirs
bought near the shrine are more sacred. For this reason, 77% of the pilgrims bought their sou-
venirs from the shops around the shrine. More than half of the pilgrims (52%) bought souvenirs
from Astan Quds Razavi stores. Their main reasons for buying from Astan Quds Razavi stores
were the store’s belonging to Imam Reza’s shrine (29%), proximity to the shrine (27%) and its
quality products (22%).

Pilgrims are more satisfied with the stores and products related to Astan Quds Razavi. Therefore,
Astan Quds Razavi, as the custodian of the shrine of Imam Reza (as), has been able to gain the
trust and satisfaction of pilgrims and is currently one of the prominent investors in the souvenir
industry in the pilgrimage city of Mashhad. For the majority of pilgrims, the feature of “bless-
ing” of souvenirs is very important, and they bought more religious goods as a blessing. Due
to the great importance of buying Blessed souvenirs for pilgrims 76% of them bought sacred
souvenirs and, 23% did not buy sacred souvenirs (until the day of completing the questionnaire).
Pilgrims receive gifts in the shrine as a blessing, which is sacred and precious to them. The
blessed gifts that pilgrims prefer to receive during their visit to the shrine were divided into three
major groups: blessed food and edibles, religious items, and parts of the holy place. Pilgrims are
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more inclined to receive blessed food, especially “the food of Hazrat’s guesthouse™ as a blessing.
What is clear is that economic problems in recent years have affected the buying behavior of
pilgrims, and pilgrims are more accepting of cheap goods. In fact, buying expensive and unique
souvenirs such as handicrafts or luxury goods is not seen much. Therefore, most of the pilgrims
bought from these stores due to their devotion to the Imam and their trust in the ingtitution of
Astan Quds Razavi.
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The pilgrimage to sacred places is considered one of the highest forms of
worship and an exceptional opportunity for the purification of the soul and
the spiritual training of the pilgrim. It also serves as a renewal of the cov-
enant with the divine saints on the path of the sacred goal of monotheism.
Religious studies on pilgrimage indicate that visiting the family of infalli-
bility and purity (peace be upon them) has certain conditions under which
true pilgrimage gains meaning and leads to the growth and advancement of
both the individual and the Islamic community along three axes: self-cul-
tivation, transformation of others, and civilization building. This research
employs a descriptive-analytical method, examining both the documentary
and interpretative aspects of the narration “‘Aarifan bi Haqqih,”)Knowl-
edge of the Rights of the Imam) attributed to Imam Sadiq (peace be upon
him) regarding the pilgrimage to Ali ibn Musa al-Ridha (peace be upon
him), It demonstrates that this narration is sound in terms of its chain of
transmission. To fully comprehend the blessings of visiting the infallible,
one must acquire true knowledge of the Imam. Understanding his rights
entails believing in his obligation to be obeyed, recognizing him as God’s
proof over creation, and acknowledging him as the intermediary of divine
sustenance, among other aspects.
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Introduction

In Islamic jurisprudence, pilgrimage (ziyarah) is a devotional act that involves
visiting the holy leaders of the faith or their graves to express affection, respect,
and to gain spiritual blessings. This practice has numerous material and spiritual
benefits, which is why the Imams (peace be upon them) have encouraged their
followers and lovers to engage in this sacred act. Religious and social studies on
pilgrimage show that visiting the Imams (peace be upon them) intersects four
relationships: the bond with the Imam, which results in guardianship (wilayah);
the connection with the believing pilgrims and residents, which yields Islamic
brotherhood; the severing of ties with enemies, which results in disavowal (ba-
ra’at); and the restoration to the realm of human perfection, which leads to guid-
ance and education. Due to its special significance, this devotional act requires
thorough and comprehensive examination to further convince those eager for
pilgrimage. Among the hundreds of narrations in the pure teachings of the Ahl
al-Bayt (peace be upon them) regarding the pilgrimage to Imam Reza (peace
be upon him), there is a famous narration concerning the understanding of the
Imam, derived from the precious words of Imam Sadiq (peace be upon him).
The primary sources of this narration are “Uyun Akhbar al-Ridha” and “Man La
Yahduruhu al-Faqih” by Sheikh Saduq (may God have mercy on him), and other
hadith sources have quoted from these two valuable books. This narration proves
what is meant by the understanding of the Imam’s rights in the pilgrimage to
Imam Reza (peace be upon him) and the ways to attain the promised rewards in
visiting him. Through examining the texts of Imam recognition (ziyarah texts),
we realize that a pilgrim must necessarily grasp the meanings to discover the
intended significance in order to achieve knowledge of the Imam. Here, we have
explored several meanings:

Belief in the Imam’s Obligation to Obey: The first meaning of understanding
the Imam, which is essential for grasping the intended significance, is to follow
the Imam, recognizing him as one whose commands must be obeyed. In the act
of pilgrimage, one must honor the exalted position of the Imamate and follow
the Imam in all social, cultural, political, and intellectual matters, making their
opinions and desires one’s own.

Belief in the Imam as God’s Proof to Creation: One of the fundamental princi-
ples of Imamate and guardianship is the belief in the necessity of having a divine
proof (hujjah) in every era. According to this belief, God has always chosen
worthy individuals as His proofs over the people from the beginning of creation
until the Day of Judgment, and humans will never be free from the need for these
proofs.
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Recognizing the Imam as the Mediator of Divine Sustenance: One of the doc-
trinal foundations for Shia Muslims is the belief that the Imams (peace be upon
them) serve as intermediaries for the sustenance of all beings in the world, and
that God distributes sustenance among His creatures through their blessed pres-
ence. A question may arise in the minds of readers, as the Quran repeatedly states
that providing sustenance is an act exclusive to God, with no one else designated
as a provider: (Hud, 6) “There is no creature on earth but that its sustenance is
due from God, and He knows its dwelling and its resting place...” (Dhariyat,
58) and in other verses of the Holy Quran where God is described solely as the
provider.

Certainty in the Everlasting Life of the Imam: According to the beliefs of the
followers of the esteemed Prophet of Islam (peace be upon him) and the Imams
(peace be upon them), our leaders are not those who have merely taught some-
thing and left behind effects; rather, they are always present and have a special
watchful eye over those seeking the path of truth and virtue. This perspective
regarding the infallibles (peace be upon them) pertains to their sacred and inner
status and is unrelated to the concepts of living or deceased, present or absent.

Recognizing the Imam as the Upholder of Divine Religion: One of the im-
portant missions of the Imams (peace be upon them) in every era is to revive
the Quran and keep the teachings of the Sharia alive by implementing them in
society. After the Prophet Muhammad, the Imam is the explainer of the religion
and the promoter of divine laws. Consequently, according to our Shia belief, the
sayings, actions, and approvals of each Imam hold the same authority as those of
the Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him), and just as the Sunnah of the Mes-
senger of God (peace be upon him) is considered one of the sources for deriving
legal rulings, the Sunnah of the Imam holds the same position.

Belief in the Imam’s Intercession: Intercession means that a creature acts as a
mediator between the Almighty God and other creatures to bring about goodness
and eliminate evil in this world and the Hereafter. Intercession is a firmly estab-
lished belief among Muslims, both Shia and Sunni, with numerous narrations
from the infallibles (peace be upon them) addressing this matter, dispelling any
ambiguity or doubt.

Recognizing the Imam as the Mediator for Forgiving Sins: Among the teach-
ings that pilgrims must pay attention to is that the Imams are intermediaries for
the forgiveness of the sins of the servants.

Belief in the Imam’s Divine Knowledge: One of the prominent characteris-
tics that can be attributed to the Imams (peace be upon them) is their divine
and boundless knowledge, which the pilgrim must adhere to on the path to un-
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derstanding the Imam. In most Islamic sects (such as Shia, Mu’tazila, Ash’ari,
Maturidi, and Zaydi), it is established that one of the necessary conditions for
holding the position of Imamate is mastery over all matters in various areas of
society; because the Imam must, like the esteemed Messenger of Islam (peace be
upon him), possess extensive knowledge and profound awareness to guide and
instruct thepeople, correctly interpret and explain the religion, and manage the
government and society, thereby protecting the dignity of these matters in the
best possible way.

Certainty in the Imam’s Generosity and Divine Grace: The Ahl al-Bayt (peace
be upon them) are the roots of dignity and the providers of the sustenance of ex-
istence, and the conduct and manner of these sacred beings in their interactions
with others is always one of kindness.

Recognizing the Imam as the Best of Creation: The view of Shia theologians
regarding the understanding of the Imam is that the “Imam” must have supe-
riority over other creatures to attain the rank of “Imamate.” Superiority, in the
words of the Imami theologians, is used in two senses: first, superiority in the
attributes of human perfection, such as knowledge, justice, courage, piety, and
similar qualities. This means that the Imam must excel in the characteristics that
are conditions for Imamate. Second, superiority in worship and benefiting from
divine rewards.
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One of the key aspects of Islamic lifestyle is the mode of interaction
among members of society. The concept of “Wilaya” (Guardianship)
possesses the potential to offer a novel design for social communication
systems. The primary focus of this article is to introduce the essence
and hierarchical levels of Wilaya as a foundation for redefining commu-
nication systems across various societal strata.

Organized through a descriptive-analytical methodology, the findings
of this research demonstrate—based on Quranic verses and narrations,
particularly the teachings of Imam al-Rida (as)—that the realization
of believers’ Wilaya serves as a constitutive condition for attaining the
Wilaya of the Infallibles (as). This dimension of Wilaya, which has
hitherto been overlooked in communication and lifestyle studies, re-
veals that one of the indicators of proximity to the Imam is the suc-
cessful establishment of communicative dimensions with fellow Shia
believers.

This principle forms the basis for regulating relationships within fami-
lies and among believers. Unlike Western communication models root-
ed in individualism, indifference, and competition over interests, this
paradigm fosters greater social responsibility among community mem-
bers. Moreover, it facilitates selfless service and affection toward others
without pretense or expectation, imbuing all social interactions with a
sacred and Wilaya-oriented approach.

The innovative contribution of this article lies in its unique perspective
on the concept of Wilaya and its novel application in redesigning life-
style paradigms.
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Introduction

Islamic lifestyle, as one of the pillars of Islamic civilization, is founded upon specific epistemo-
logical, ontological, and axiological principles that stand in contrast to Western lifestyles. One of
the key concepts in Islam that can serve as the basis for designing a social communication system
is “Wilayat” (Guardianship). This article employs a descriptive-analytical method, drawing upon
Quranic verses and narrations—particularly the teachings of Imam Reza (as)—to examine the role
of Wilayat in redefining Islamic lifestyle.

Definition of Wilayat

Linguistically, Wilayat signifies proximity, support, and authority. However, in Islamic terminolo-
gy, it refers to a profound intellectual, emotional, and behavioral bond between humans and:

1. Allah (Divine Wilayat): The alignment of human cognition, inclinations, and actions with divine
will—adopting a theocentric worldview, divine love and aversion as ethical benchmarks, and be-
havior in accordance with God’s commandments.

2. The Infallibles (as) (Wilayat of the Ahl al-Bayt): Harmonizing one’s beliefs, affections, and
conduct with the divinely appointed guides (Prophets and Imams).

3. The Faithful (Wilayat of the Believers): Strengthening unity in thought, emotion, and action
among believers. This entails intellectual coherence, mutual compassion, and synchronized behav-
ior to form an impenetrable front against external corruption.

Believers in a society under divine authority possess a unified and coherent thought based on a
monotheistic worldview. Their hearts are very close to each other, and for this reason, they share
common loves and hates. Similarly, in practice, they act in a unified and coordinated manner with
each other. Any behavior that causes a rift in the front of believers is considered inappropriate
and contrary to divine authority. Such a bond is even stronger than kinship and genetic ties. It is
possible for an individual to benefit from blood and kinship ties but, due to the lack of a true bond
in the realm of thought, inclination, and behavior, not have attained the reality of divine authority.
These three levels of Wilayah (Wilayah of Allah, Wilayah of Divine Guardians, and Wilayah of
Believers) have a vertical, existential connection with each other. This means that the Wilayah of
the guardian (including prophets, imams, and successors) is an existential prerequisite for ascend-
ing to the Wilayah of Allah, and until someone passes the test of the guardian’s Wilayah success-
fully, they will not attain the Wilayah of Allah. To reach the Wilayah of Allah, believers must have
realized the truth of the Wilayah of Divine Guardians in their thoughts, hearts, and behavior. Simi-
larly, reaching the Wilayah of the Imam (peace be upon him) will also pass through the realization
of the Wilayah of Believers. In other words, the Wilayah of Believers is an existential prerequisite
and a condition for the objective realization of the Wilayah of the Imam (peace be upon him), and
until a person has realized the aspects of the Wilayah of Believers, they will not be able to find a
way to the Wilayah of the Imam. This interpretation of Wilayah has been less considered by Shia
thinkers so far. Regardless of the importance of this new perspective, various results are derived
from it in different fields, which are mentioned in this article. In Shia hadiths, including the sayings
of Imam Reza (peace be upon him), numerous phrases indicate this very principle, establishing a
kind of correlation between a believer’s relationship with other believers on the one hand and their
relationship with the Imam on the other. To the extent that success in realizing Wilayah among
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believers is a sign of reaching the Wilayah of the Imam (peace be upon him).

The prerequisite for this perspective is a new attitude in the faithful lifestyle: In this attitude, the
faithful consider serving other faithful as a prelude to their spiritual growth and getting closer to
their Imam. Similarly, a faithful person considers concern for other faithful, respect for them, and
striving for the material and spiritual growth of individuals in society as their duty and does not
demand any wage or reward for doing so. Because they believe that these matters are the ground-
work for their growth. They consider their growth dependent on the growth of others. This attitude
is completely in contrast to the Western lifestyle. The Western lifestyle is based on indifference,
self-interest, and individualism.

Paying attention to this meaning of Wilayah has effects on the social lifestyle: 1. The faithful
individual has not limited the boundary of their existence to their own person and has extended it
to other human beings as well. The theory of Wilayah causes individuals to expand the scope of
their existence from their own existence to other believers; because they have realized that reach-
ing Wilayah of Allah, which is one of the main goals of their creation, passes through the path of
Wilayah of the Infallibles, and the prerequisite for reaching the Wilayah of the Infallibles is the
fulfillment of Wilayah among the believers. As a result, they consider any service and perfection
to others as service to themselves. As a result, they do not see kindness to others as losing their
own interests. This attitude is the opposite of individualism and self-interest in the modern Western
lifestyle.

2. Since they consider the growth of others as their own growth, they are never tired of serving
and respecting the faithful, but rather are eager for it. A community that makes this interpretation
of Wilayah its roadmap, not only does not feel hardship and aversion from serving and respecting
other believers, but rather finds eagerness for it. The more the eagerness and affection of indi-
viduals for their Imam, the more eagerness they find for serving and respecting other believers.
Strengthening this attitude opens a new path in improving the faithful lifestyle. This means that the
intensification of love for the Ahl al-Bayt (peace be upon them) leads to the improvement of rela-
tionships among the faithful at the levels of spouses, family, relatives, and other layers of society.
3. Belief in this aspect of the theory of Wilayah causes the faithful to consider serving and loving
others as a factor in their growth and perfection. The wealth, time, and resources spent on this path
will not be a loss, but rather a gain. For this reason, the faithful have no expectations in return for
their love for others. For example, spouses, family members, society, etc., when loving each other,
the only thing they have in mind is getting closer to the Infallible Imam (peace be upon him) and
attracting divine mercy. The other side of this relationship also considers gratitude towards the
faithful not merely a human matter or a conventional preference, but a factor in their closeness to
the Imam, and based on this, they will have more gratitude towards others. Even if the other party
is negligent in showing gratitude, the other party will not feel discouraged.

Comparing this approach with the self-interested view of Western thought reveals the superiority
of the Islamic attitude. In Western thought, a person does good to others in the hope of receiving
mutual love and respect, and where they are certain that these services will not bring them any
benefit, they will not take such action.

4. They consider indifference towards others as causing distance from God and the Prophet, and
for this reason, cultural and social indifference has no place in Islamic society. All social behaviors
acquire a sacred and divine nature. That is, a person has a divine view in their relationship with
their spouse and children, relatives and kin, colleagues, neighbors, and other segments of society.
This approach also changes the political system. Because the political ruler of society considers
himself spiritually a servant of the community and considers serving them his religious duty. The
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people also consider indifference to cause distance from God and the divine guardians, and for this
reason, they are concerned about cooperating with the political ruler. Their relationship is not like
the relationship between a sultan and his subjects, but like the relationship between two brothers
or two members of one body.
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Keywords

The present study examines and analyzes the current status of chastity and
hijab among the citizens of Mashhad, especially the youth, and the mech-
anisms of its promotion in the context of Razavi culture. This study was
conducted with a qualitative approach and grounded theory method, and
information was collected through semi-structured interviews. The results
of the data analysis are presented under a central category entitled “De-
centralization against the focal placement of elements of Razavi culture
in the collective world of Iranians”. The conditions for the creation of this
phenomenon are: the expansion of exclusivity against the generalization
of Razavi culture, selective confrontation against integration in the appli-
cation of the fundamental elements of Razavi culture, the predominance of
propagandism against eloquence in the education of Razavi culture mis-
sionaries. The strategies that can be adopted by social actors against the
central phenomenon include: maximum attraction against maximum rejec-
tion, participation-oriented approach against command-oriented approach
and creative approach against stereotypical approach. In the end, these con-
frontations have resulted in consequences including: the loss of authentic
cultural links in the society against their recovery, separation against the
increasing integration of the religious and customary aspects of children’s
life, the inability to face cultural challenges against finding opportunities
for these confrontations. . Also, in explaining the category of Razavi’s cul-
ture, the concepts of dialogue, love and respect have been used as the main
keywords.
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Introduction

Chastity and hijab, as religious and cultural values, play a crucial role in preserving and honor-
ing personal and social identity, maintaining spiritual and ethical values, and reinforcing social
discipline. Chastity involves the ability to control internal desires and maintain ethical integrity,
which is consistently reflected in behaviors and the regulation of personal attire (hijab). Despite
the universality and deep-rooted religious beliefs surrounding chastity and hijab in Iran, and their
proximity to timeless sources of knowledge such as the illuminated shrine of Imam Reza (PBUH),
these concepts have undergone significant changes. These changes do not harmonize with the
structures of religious and Iranian-Islamic cultural frameworks, which complement each other.
Given the challenges in this area and the cultural gap created by widespread communication tools
and global information networks, leveraging the teachings of Razavi culture, derived from the
practical and scholarly tradition of Imam Reza (PBUH), can be an appropriate strategy to trans-
form threats into new opportunities, especially in Mashhad. Therefore, this research addresses how
the capacities of Razavi culture can be utilized to promote hijab and chastity effectively in contem-
porary times and what foundational pillars cultural policymaking in this regard should be based
upon. In essence, this study not only emphasizes the necessity of greater familiarity among citizens
with Razavi culture and its various dimensions but also strives for policymakers and stakeholders
concerned with preserving the integrity of Iranian-Islamic culture to achieve a deeper understand-
ing of Razavi culture and utilize its capacities in organizational planning.

Methodology

Considering the research objectives aimed at identifying and formulating the conditions and
mechanisms for promoting chastity and hijab based on the elucidative power of Razavi culture, a
grounded theory approach was employed. Data processing in this method was conducted through
thematic analysis and interpretation using Strauss and Corbin’s three-stage coding (open, axial,
and selective coding). The target population of this study included general investigations covering
Mashhad residents and pilgrims to the shrine of Imam Reza (PBUH), while specialized analyses
encompassed artists, university professors in relevant fields, media experts, and lifestyle special-
ists. Sampling was determined using purposive sampling techniques. Data collection tools con-
sisted of open-ended interviews and observations, totaling 32 interviews conducted with Mashhad
residents.

Discussion and Conclusion

The central phenomenon in this study is the focal positioning versus decentralization of the el-
ements of Razavi culture in the collective life of Iranians. The Razavi culture stems from the
traditions of Imam Reza (PBUH), his household, and the Quran, forming the core of the Islamic
lifestyle. The city of Mashhad is considered the primary center for cultural and religious activities
related to this culture; thus, it should not be limited merely to pilgrimage matters. To expand the
Razavi culture throughout Iran and the world, it must be presented as universal values in an inte-
grated and direct manner, extending beyond the borders of Mashhad.

One of the existing conditions influencing the formation of the central concept is the expansion
of exclusivity versus the generalization of Razavi culture. Nowadays, the teachings of Razavi
culture are confined to the religious community, with only a portion of them applied in their social
lives and public arenas, while other segments of society remain unaware of the comprehensive
and universal teachings of this culture. Conversely, it is necessary to generalize the important and
fundamental aspects of these teachings, such as love and compassion, emphasis on the culture of
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constructive critical dialogue on disputed issues, combined with respect and preservation of human
dignity and values, which play a strategic role in culture, to all social realms.

Another existing condition is the selective engagement with the fundamental elements of Razavi
culture. This selective approach to the teachings of Razavi culture, which encompasses a wide
range of social, ethical, educational, and political issues, leads to a partial understanding of this
culture. To address this problem, the fundamental elements of Razavi culture should be presented
in an integrated and complete manner so that their comprehensive functions in social life are prop-
erly demonstrated.

The final condition is the dominance of preacher-oriented training in educating the propagators of
Razavi culture. Nowadays, using speakers who merely rely on verbal preaching is less effective.
It is better to choose propagators who lead by example through their behavior and are capable of
responding to various questions logically. In Razavi culture, priority is given to behavioral pro-
motion over verbal promotion. A selective approach and reliance on negative aspects of religiosity
and coercive measures lead to maximum exclusion rather than maximum attraction. This approach
not only fails to attract people with moderate or low religiosity but also reduces the number of
religious individuals. Imam Reza’s (PBUH) social conduct focuses on love, dialogue, and mutual
respect, and efforts should be based on these principles to attract the general public, not exclude
them. This method provides a fundamental solution for cultural planning and aligning citizens with
the cultural visions of society.

An exclusivist view of Razavi culture leads to a prescriptive approach where one side sees itself
as superior to others. In contrast, a participatory approach emphasizes collaboration and active and
voluntary involvement of the general public in social activities, ensuring that everyone is on an
equal footing and fostering a sense of responsibility and belonging to the group. A stereotypical
approach in promoting culture is repetitive and inflexible, attracting a limited audience, whereas
a creative approach for today’s young and aware generation, using new ideas and models, opens
the door to dialogue and can be more effective and cost-efficient. Negative approaches result in
the loss of authentic cultural bonds and the creation of religious and cultural anomalies in society.
Conversely, strengthening credible and rich cultural bonds, such as Razavi culture, preserves col-
lective cohesion and identity and manages interactive challenges within and between generations.
Moreover, with the feeling of being rejected by the bearers of authentic religious culture or even its
claimants, there is a risk of questioning the authentic cultural bonds of society and creating a divide
between secular and religious life for the children. In religious culture, worldly and otherworldly
lives are inseparable, and this divide leads to hidden secularism, which is not recognized by Islam.
Rejection by the bearers of authentic culture sets the stage for cultural failure, and integrating sec-
ular and religious life is essential to prevent cultural and social conflicts in society. Ultimately, the
deliberate or various degrees of unintentional decentralization of Razavi culture in portraying the
ideal social life of Iranians results in a lost valuable opportunity to effectively address many micro
and macro cultural challenges. In contrast, balanced and knowledgeable attention to the elements
of Razavi culture provides precious opportunities to address cultural issues and challenges.
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