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On the issue of the possibility of seeing God in some authentic hadith books of
the Imamiyah, There is a hadith attributed to Imam Reza (p.b.u.h) according
to which the association of seeing God with faith in him in this world and the
hereafter is considered forbidden. Shiite thinkers have listed this hadith as one
of the difficult and ambiguous hadiths and have tried to explain its meaning;
But the problems that are noticed in their explanations indicate their inaccura-
cy. According to the intellectual foundations of the theologians of the time of
Imam Reza (p.b.u.h), an innovative solution can be proposed based on the op-
position of “obligation to faith” and “occurrence of essential knowledge”. And
the conflict between “seeing God” and “believing in Him” can be seen as re-
lated to the mentioned opposition. According to the intellectual foundations of
the theologians of the time of Imam Reza (p.b.u.h), an innovative solution can
be proposed based on the opposition of “obligation to faith” and “occurrence of
essential knowledge”. And the conflict between “seeing God” and “believing
in Him” can be seen as related to the mentioned opposition. But this solution
is not without problems; therefore, as stated by some thinkers, the attribution
of this hadith to the Imam should be negated, at least in the way it appears in
the hadith sources; especially, its content is in conflict with some verses of the
Qur’an and some hadiths.

seeing God, essential knowledge, acquired knowledge, faith, obligation.
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Introduction

The issue of God’s visibility has always been one of the issues of interest to
the followers of Abrahamic religions. In the Islamic world, in the first decades
after the Hijra, this issue occupied the minds of Muslims. In this regard, many
narrations of ahl-ul-bayt (peace be upon him), especially Imam Reza (peace be
upon him), have reached us. And all the narrations indicate that it is impossible
to see God Almighty through the senses and imagination, but the vision of the
heart is possible (cf. Tavakoli, 2016: 69-85). One of the difficult-to-understand
narrations attributed to Imam Reza (peace be upon him) regarding the possibil-
ity of seeing God is the report of Muhammad bin ‘obaid on the writing that the
Imam (peace be upon him) wrote in response to his written question about God’s
vision. Based on the narration of Kulayni and Ibn babawayh, and based on the
description of most commentators, it can be translated as follows:

Muhammad bin ‘obaid says that: [ wrote a letter to Abul Hasan al-Reza (peace
be upon him). And I asked him about the vision and what the public and private
have narrated about it And I asked him to explain this issue to me. (In response
to my letter) the Imam wrote in his handwriting:

Everyone agrees on this and no one denies that the knowledge obtained through
seeing is a necessary knowledge; So if it is possible to see God with the eyes of
the head, the necessary knowledge belongs to God; Now, this necessary knowl-
edge is not outside of these two things: either it is faith or it is not faith; (A) If
the knowledge obtained by seeing is faith, then the knowledge that is acquired
in the world will not be faith, because this (acquired knowledge) is against it
(necessary knowledge) and in this case, there will be no believers in the world.
Because none of them have seen God Almighty; (A) If the knowledge obtained
by seeing is faith, then the knowledge that is acquired in the world will not be
faith, because this (acquired knowledge) is against it (necessary knowledge) and
in this case, there will be no believers in the world. had, because none of them
have seen God Almighty; (b) And if that knowledge resulting from vision is
not faith, in this case (according to the recording of “or disappears™): acquired
knowledge is not outside of two forms: Either it will disappear in the resurrec-
tion or it will not disappear. (According to the recording of “And it does not fade
away”): Acquired knowledge (with the occurrence of vision) will disappear in
the Day of Resurrection, while it is not possible to lose it in the Day of Resur-
rection, (so vision in the Day of Resurrection is also prohibited). This is a proof
that God Almighty cannot be seen with the eyes of the head, because the result
of (seeing with) the eyes is the same as we stated (Kulayni, 1986, Vol. 1: 96-97
and also see: Ibn babawayh, 1978: 109 -110).
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Assuming the authenticity of this narration issued by Imam Reza (peace be upon
him), an important question that can be asked is, what are the two opposing sides
in this narration? And does such a conflict include all possible divisions or not?
This narration, due to the special difficulty in its content, has made many thinkers
think and each of them in turn have tried to discover the two sides of the con-
tradiction raised in the narration; Some of them have introduced the sides of the
conflict as “necessary knowledge” and “acquired knowledge” (MIRDAMAD,
1982: 223), Some others have interpreted the contradiction as the existential op-
position of “sensory knowledge” and “rational knowledge” (SHIRAZI, 1987,
Vol. 3: 143-147). Some people have considered “weak knowledge” and “strong
knowledge” as two opposite sides (Astarabadi, 2008: 112-113). And some others
have spoken about the contradiction between the propositions that require the
acceptance of God’s sensory knowledge and the propositions that follow from
God’s intellectual knowledge (cf.: Faiz KASHANI, 1985, Vol. 1: 380-381).

I, in a separate writing, discussed and criticized the explanations of the com-
mentators of this narration (tavakoli, 2023: 12-26) and pointed out that none
of those explanations have the ability to solve this narration. Some of them are
either correct in terms of content but do not agree with the “appearance of the
narrative” or they are not without problems in terms of content. Based on the
method of historical analysis of the text, it is possible to present a new solution
regarding what the two sides of the conflict are, based on which the possibility
of seeing God is negated by focusing on the conflict between “faith” and “seeing
God”. Explanation: If the contradiction mentioned in the narration means the op-
posite of “assignment to acquired knowledge” and “necessary knowledge”, then
the meaning of the narration is as follows: Faith, in the sense of knowing God, is
a duty commanded by God, in this case, if knowing God through senses is possi-
ble and is considered as faith: First of all, such knowledge cannot be a matter of
command and obligation in this world, because if it is a result for the slave, the
obligation to study it, because it is a command to study, is a futile matter. And at-
tributing such a thing to God is abominable and as a result, it is forbidden. Also,
if we assume that it is not existent for the slave and the god have seen the com-
mand to believe in the command to seek, in this case there will be no believer in
the world, because no one has seen God; therefore, the faith commanded by God
is an acquired knowledge. Secondly, it will not be possible to see with the eyes
in the Resurrection, which is not the “place of duty”; Because if the believers
who knew God in this world with acquired knowledge, see God in the Resurrec-
tion, their previous acquired knowledge will be lost. If we assume that acquired
knowledge cannot be combined with essential knowledge, and as a result, one
lacks faith, then because the deterioration of faith is prevented, then essential
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knowledge will not be obtained in the Resurrection. It seems that this interpre-
tation is not acceptable like the interpretations of the predecessors; Because it is
neither compatible with the rational rules nor with the religious teachings. And
it seems that the failure of the commentators is mainly related to the inaccuracy
of the content of the narration. The narration attributed to Imam Reza (peace be
upon him) is in conflict with the verses of the Qur’an and other narrations of the
Ahl al-Bayt (peace be upon him). And therefore, attributing it to Imam, with this
structure, is not acceptable. Especially since it is in conflict with other narrations
that have reached us from Imam Reza (peace be upon him). Some Shiite thinkers
also believe that the narrator of this narration did not narrate it in the same way
as it was or that the copyists took possession of it (Jilani, 1998, Vol. 1: 325), and
some others believe that its original was forged and made by the Waqifite. Have
known (Astarabadi, 2008: 112; Majzoub Tabrizi, 2008, vol. 2: 126).

In any case, the conflict of the narration with the verses of the Qur’an shows
that it cannot be considered as a “best debate” which is based on the facts of
the audience and based on the statement of Imam Reza (peace be upon him)
in this regard that: if the narrations contradict the Qur’an, they are denied (Ibn
babawayh, 1978: 111), its attribution to Imam Reza (peace be upon him) should
be declared rejected, or At least on the basis of other evidences and intellectual
contexts of that time as the narrator asked the Imam (peace be upon him) refer-
ring to them, it should be reconstructed.
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Keywords

Critical discourse analysis (CDA) emerged in the 20th century as an approach
to discourse analysis that examines the social and cultural functions of dis-
course. Various scholars have contributed to the development of this approach
including Dutch linguist Theo van Leeuwen who has discussed important theo-
retical issues in the field of CDA. Legitimation is one of his theoretical notions
which is based on four components, namely, authorization, moral evaluation,
rationalization, and mythopoesis. This theory is a suitable framework for the
analysis of legitimation in different texts. The present study uses this theoretical
framework to examine the debate of Imam Reza with two prominent Christian
and Jewish figures. The research method is descriptive-analytical and the aim
is to understand the method of legitimation as well as its effectiveness in Imam
Reza’s discourse. The significance of the study lies in the fact that the debate
between a major Islamic scholar, i.e. Imam Reza, and two prominent Christian
and Jewish figures unveils some truths about Islam, Christianity, and Judaism.
The findings show that legitimation in Imam’s debate is mostly manifested in
the authorization component which helps to resolve controversial issues such
as the prophethood of Prophet Muhammad, the prophethood of Jesus Christ,
slanders against Jesus Christ, and the lack of divinity of Jesus Christ. In fact,
by using a method that fits the religious beliefs of the audience, Imam Reza’s
legitimation in discourse has successfully led to the persuasion of the audience.

critical discourse analysis, van Leeuwen’s theory, legitimation, Imam
Reza’s debate, two prominent Christian and Jewish figures.
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Introduction

Criticism is a longstanding field of study which has given rise to a wide range
of terminology in the last century. One of these terms is ‘discourse analysis’
which is a very broad concept adopted by various disciplines. This has led to a
variety of definitions and approaches including structuralist discourse analysis,
functionalist discourse analysis, and critical discourse analysis (CDA). In spite
of some similarities, these three approaches differ in terms of using intralinguis-
tic and extralinguistic factors in their analysis. From among these approaches,
CDA “is aimed at interpreting the complex relationships among writing, speech,
social cognition, power, society, and culture” (Van Dijk, 2003: 184), “analyzing
texts and applications of language in social interactions” (Jorgensen & Phillips,
2019: 113), and “exploring the function of discourse in terms of social and cul-
tural issues such as race, politics, gender, and identity” (Paltridge, 2020: 289).

In CDA, therefore, extralinguistic factors like power and sociocultural issues
that affect the formation of discourse are investigated. CDA is associated with
names of thinkers such as “Fairclough, van Dijk, Wodak, Kress, and van Leeu-
wen” (Aghagolzadeh, 2013: 58). These theorists have developed theoretical
frameworks that have made major contributions to the field. One of the most
influential figures in CDA is Dutch linguist Teun van Leeuwen. His theory of
the legitimation of discourse is based on four key components, namely, authori-
zation, moral evaluation, rationalization, and mythopoesis (van Leeuwen, 2018:
212). These components are defined below:

“Authorization: legitimation by reference to the authority of tradition, custom,
law, and/or persons in whom institutional authority of some kind is vested;

moral evaluation: legitimation by (often very oblique) reference to value sys-
tems;

rationalization: legitimation by reference to the goals and uses of institution-
alized social action and to the knowledges that society has constructed to endow
them with cognitive validity.

mythopoesis: legitimation conveyed through narratives whose outcomes re-
ward legitimate actions and punish nonlegitimate actions.” (ibid.: 212).

These four components have different subtypes. The clearly stated principles
underlying van Leeuwen’s theory make it a proper framework for the investi-
gation of legitimation in different text types. The present study uses this frame-
work to examine the debate of Imam Reza, as a major Islamic scholar, with two
prominent Christian and Jewish figures, namely, Jathliq and Ra’s al-Jalut. This
study is significant in that it reveals the ability to debate of these three figures
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as well as their viewpoints on Islam, Christianity, and Judaism. The main aim is
to examine Imam Reza’s method of discursive legitimation and its efficiency in
persuading the audience.

Research Method

The method adopted in this study is descriptive-analytical. After stating the
problem, van Leeuwen’s framework of legitimation in discourse and its compo-
nents is explained. Next, those components of legitimation and their subtypes
are discussed for which we have found evidence in the mentioned debate be-
tween Imam Reza and the Christian and Jewish scholars. The selected compo-
nents include authorization (subtypes of personal authority, expert authority, and
role-model authority), moral evaluation (analogies), and rationalization (instru-
mental rationalization). Finally, the instances of these components in the text are
described and analyzed.

Conclusion

Below are the findings of our analysis of legitimation in the debate between
Imam Reza and the two prominent Christian and Jewish scholars:

- The most remarkable instances of legitimation in Imam’s discourse are man-
ifested in the component of authorization (personal authority, expert authority,
and role-model authority). Personal authority stems from Imam’s deep knowl-
edge of the debated subjects. Expert authority and role-model authority are due
to the fact that Imam Reza selects a method of debate proper to the audience’s
religious beliefs and makes reference to religious figures whom the audience
believes in.

- The prophethood of Prophet Muhammad, the prophethood of Jesus Christ,
slanders against Jesus Christ, and the lack of divinity of Jesus Christ are proved
by means of expert authority (with reference to the ideas of Christian scholars),
role-model authority (with reference to quotations from the prophets), analogies,
and instrumental rationalization.

- Utilization of a method that fits the audience’s religious beliefs, quotations
that create expert authority and role-model authority, rational arguments that cre-
ate personal authority, analogies, and rationalization increases the effectiveness
of Imam’s debate and helps to persuade the audience more effectively.
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Keywords

Eulogies for the Ahl al-Bayt (PBUH), particularly in praise of Imam Reza
(PBUH), have a long tradition in Persian literature, with prominent poets like
Sanai Ghaznavi, Khaqani Shirvani, and Jami having produced notable works
in this genre. One of the most renowned eulogies dedicated to Imam Reza
(PBUH) is an ode composed by Khaled Nagshbandi Shahrzuri, a celebrated
figure of 12th-century literature and mysticism, during his pilgrimage to Mash-
had. This ode gained widespread acceptance from the time of its creation.
This study first presents a brief overview of the poet’s life and works. Then,
using a descriptive-analytical method based on the criteria of layered stylistics,
the ode is analyzed across five layers: phonetic, lexical, syntactic, rhetorical,
and ideological. By identifying prominent and frequent features, the study ex-
plains the stylistic distinctiveness and the connections between the text’s form
and content.

The findings suggest that the following elements play the most significant role
in the ode’s stylistic prominence: the prosodic meter in the phonetic layer; re-
ligious lexicon and combinations in the lexical layer; the passive voice in the
syntactic layer; rhetorical questions in the rhetorical layer; and content based
on fundamental religious concepts in the ideological layer.

Imam Reza (PBUH), Eulogy, Khaled Nagshbandi, Layered Stylistics.
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Introduction

Devotion and admiration for the exalted character of Imam Reza (PBUH) are
not limited to his Shia followers. Among them, scholars and men of letters have
bowed their heads in sincerity before his spiritual persona by composing poems
and eulogies. As the radiant countenance of the eighth Imam (PBUH) inspires
every person of taste to strive for creating valuable literary works, numerous
poets have endeavored to present the virtues and merits of this divine figure.
While depicting his physical and spiritual attributes in the form of poetry, they
have also reflected the oppression and rightful claim of the Imam (PBUH) in
their verses. Therefore, it can be concluded that composing panegyrics for Imam
Reza (PBUH), besides expressing feelings of devotion and love for him, has also
served as a means of defending his Imamate and guardianship.

Among these insightful and eloquent individuals is Khalid Shahrzuri, the mas-
ter of the Nagshbandi Sufi order. While traveling to India to seek knowledge
from Shah Abdullah Dehlawi, he was profoundly touched by the aura of Imam
Reza’s (PBUH) shrine in Mashhad. Inspired by this experience, he composed a
magnificent ode in praise of the Imam’s personality and holy shrine, seeking his
blessings. This ode, considered one of the most beautiful panegyrics centered
on Imam Reza (PBUH) and currently adorning his shrine, has been praised by
connoisseurs but has not yet been examined from a stylistic perspective.

This article begins with a brief biography of Sheikh Khalid Naqshbandi and
presents his ode, explaining the circumstances surrounding its composition. Sub-
sequently, employing a descriptive-analytical approach within the framework of
layered stylistics, we delve into the stylistic features of the poem across its five
layers.

Khalid Nagshbandi was a prominent figure in the Nagshbandi Sufi order. He
was born in 1193 AH in the town of Qara Dagh (present-day Sulaymaniyabh,
Iraq). He received his early education from his father, Ahmad ibn Hussain, and
later traveled to Sulaymaniyah to continue his studies.

The year 1222 A.H marked a turning point in the spiritual life of this Sufi, who
was deeply devoted to the Ahl al-Bayt. While en route to India, he had the oppor-
tunity to visit the holy shrine of Imam Reza (PBUH) in Mashhad. Deeply moved
by the sacred aura of Imam, he composed a remarkably beautiful and valuable
ode, the stylistic features of which constitute the primary focus of this study.
This panegyric, composed in the form of a relatively long qasida, embodies pro-
found mystical concepts such as seeking intercession from the Infallible Imams
(PBUT). It is particularly noteworthy because its author was a renowned Sunni
scholar. Khalid Nagshbandi’s eulogistic qasida, addressed to the holy presence
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of Imam Reza (PBUH), possesses numerous aesthetic merits that place it among
the finest examples of religious poetry.

Numerous pieces of evidence indicate that, according to the criteria and char-
acteristics of traditional stylistics, Khaled Nagshbandi is a poet of the Return
period. His odes sometimes resemble the style of the Seljuk period and the Iraqi
style, replete with literary devices, especially allusions. At other times, they lean
towards the Khorasan style, characterized by simplicity and minimal use of liter-
ary devices and figures of speech. However, most of his imitations are from poets
of the Iraqi style, and the themes of his poetry revolve mainly around the virtues
of the Prophet of Islam (PBUH), love, and mysticism.

In layered stylistics, the relationship between form and content in a text is con-
sidered a significant topic. This approach emphasizes identifying the structure
and meaning of different layers within a text, viewing a literary and artistic work
as a systematic system. In this system, all elements are interconnected as layers.
To better understand these connections, the analyst must identify the patterns and
roles of each layer, providing an in-depth analysis of the text. The writer’s art and
skill are evident in each layer individually and in how they harmonize with the
overall text and content. In this method, the obtained frequencies are accompa-
nied by meaningful analysis, revealing the connections between elements, text,
and context. Consequently, alongside a precise analysis of the work’s aesthetics,
its stylistic prominences also become apparent. With this introduction, to achieve
the mentioned objectives, the style-forming factors in the studied ode are exam-
ined under five layers: phonetic, lexical, syntactic, rhetorical, and ideological.

The phonetic analysis of style considers the sound patterns and pronunciation
style in spoken and written language. In the studied ode, the phonetic character-
ization is directly related to its prosodic meter.This meter is suitable for express-
ing mystical and spiritual concepts and aligns perfectly with the celestial atmo-
sphere of the poet’s mind, overwhelmed by awe and wonder upon witnessing the
shrine of Imam Reza (PBUH). Another advantage of this poem at this layer is the
elevation of the tone in the opening verse through the use of rhetorical questions.

In Khaled Nagshbandi’s poetry, numerous marked words appear with a fre-
quency characteristic of the “Ayini” style (religious poetry). Furthermore, the
poet utilizes concrete and tangible words to convey abstract concepts. These
words, related to pilgrimage, the epithet “Shams al-Shumus” (Sun of Suns), and
the Infallible Imams (PBUH), contribute to the stylistic identity of the studied
ode.

One of the most significant criteria in literary aesthetics is the creative power
and ingenuity of poets in crafting words and novel combinations. The poet’s
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utilization of fresh combinations elevates the poem, distinguishing it from others
and fostering stylistic distinctiveness. In the studied ode, one can observe novel
combinations such as “Nubavah-ye Hadiqa” (literally, “the newborn of the gar-
den”) instead of “fruit and result”; “Khwabgah” (literally, “sleeping quarters”)
instead of “tomb”; and “ zahr dadeh” (literally, “given poison”) instead of “poi-
soned.”

Syntactic structures reflect the writer’s perspective and mindset. By examining
syntactic variables, one can gain considerable insight into the creator’s mental
characteristics. The use of compound sentences, which creates a form of rhetori-
cal amplification, stems from the poet’s descriptive mindset. In the second half of
the ode, leading up to the “Takhallus” (pen name verse), we encounter fourteen
verses with suspended meaning (Moqof-ol-Ma’ani), forming a single, lengthy
sentence. Within this structure, the poet beautifully describes the attributes of the
fourteen Infallibles (PBUH) in each verse. The tense of the ode’s verses is entire-
ly in the present, signifying the poet’s heartfelt closeness and mental conviction
in the expressed themes.

At the rhetorical layer, the employment of figures of speech such as metaphor-
ical attribution (personification), conscious ignorance (Tajahul-i A’rif), simile,
metaphor, and allusion serves to express the poet’s awe in the presence of the
holy shrine of Imam Reza (PBUH) and reveals his religious and devotional
mindset.

In each examined layer, stylistic prominence and distinctiveness contribute to
elucidating the poem’s ideological layer. Khaled Nagshbandi utilizes the full ca-
pacity of Persian language and literary devices to emphasize his religious beliefs
and convictions.

The findings of this analysis indicate that, both quantitatively and qualitatively,
the lexical layer plays a more significant role in stylistic distinctiveness than other
layers. By meticulously selecting epithets and descriptions related to Imam Reza
(PBUH), alongside artful allusions to the attributes of other Infallible Imams
(PBUH), the poet expresses emotions and sentiments indicative of love for the
Ahl al-Bayt (PBUH) while elucidating a worldview founded upon the universal
guardianship of the Infallible Imams (PBUH).
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Keywords

The conduct and practices of the Infallibles, particularly Imam Ali ibn Musa
al-Ridha (PBUH), play a fundamental role in shaping the behavioral and
verbal models for Shia Muslims. Examining the content of the debates and
discourses of the Infallibles has a significant impact on intellectual growth,
awareness, and the strengthening of the beliefs of the Muslim community. This
can also serve as a basis for attracting people, including fair-minded opponents
and audiences. This article, based on three key areas—principles, methods,
and the style of the Infallibles’ debates, specifically those of Imam al-Ridha
(PBUH)—employs a textual analysis approach. The study demonstrates how
the sacred figures, particularly Imam al-Ridha (PBUH), engaged in debates,
how they based their arguments on the foundations of Quranic verses and the
Prophetic tradition, how they utilized rational reasoning, which of the three
methods—proof, good admonition, or the best argument—they most frequent-
ly employed, and which rhetorical style they preferred. According to research
conducted in the Kitab al-Hujjah section of Al-Kafi, particularly concerning
the necessity of following the Divine Proof, Imam al-Ridha’s (PBUH) debates
are ranked third after the debates of Imam al-Sadiq (PBUH) and Imam al-Bagqir
(PBUH).

Debate, Infallibles, Ridha’s Debates, Divine Proof, Kulayni.
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Introduction
The Necessity of Following Divine Authority in Imamate

The topic of Imamate raises the question of whether it is divinely appointed
or elected. Divine authorities, whether prophets or imams, are appointed by God,
and their status is not earned or given by others. Sheikh Kulayni emphasizes that
the authority of both prophethood and imamate comes from God, suggesting that
divine guidance must be followed because obeying divine authority is equivalent
to obeying God .

Kulayni’s book *Al-Kafi* contains numerous hadiths regarding the divine ap-
pointment of imams, reflecting the deep belief in this divine selection within
Shia thought. Imam Reza argues that God has determined the authority of the
imam and emphasizes that it is through divine command that such positions are
established .

Key Characteristics of the Imams’ Arguments

The infallible imams, particularly Imam Reza, often used the Quran, the Sun-
nah, and rational principles in their arguments. They employed various rhetor-
ical techniques to engage with the incorrect policies of their time, educating
the people about recognizing and following divine authority and the Wilayah
(leadership) of the imams .

Foundations of the Arguments

Quranic Verses: The Quran serves as the foundational document of Islamic
teachings, and the imams frequently cite its verses as rational evidence to sup-
port their claims about divine authority .

Hadiths: The Sunnah, which includes the sayings and actions of the Prophet
Muhammad and the imams, is also a significant source of Islamic jurisprudence
and belief, reinforcing the necessity of following the imams as divine represen-
tatives .

Rational Principles: Reason is considered a crucial tool in understanding faith,
and the imams encouraged its use. They viewed rationality as a divine gift that
leads to the recognition of truth and understanding God’s commands .

Methods of Argumentation
The imams utilized various methods, including:

- Rational Discourse: Engaging in logical discussions to convey their messages
and address doubts .

- Moral Teachings: Using ethical and moral arguments to guide people toward
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understanding their responsibilities to God and the imams .

- Clear Communication: Distinguishing between different styles of communi-
cation (such as direct statements and parables) to effectively impart their mes-
sages .

Imam Reza frequently highlighted the necessity of divine authority, urging peo-
ple to adhere to the teachings of the imams as a reflection of obedience to God.
He emphasized that divine leadership is essential for maintaining the integrity of
faith and guiding the Muslim community .

Rhetorical Excellence: The text highlights the eloquence and rhetorical skills
of the Imams, underscoring that their ability to communicate was a divine gift.
They utilized various rhetorical devices and techniques, such as warnings and
admonitions, to guide and educate their audiences effectively.

Warning and Exhortation: The text also emphasizes the use of warnings and
admonitions in the Imams’ teachings. They utilized strong language to convey
the gravity of ignoring divine guidance, asserting that deviation from the path of
the Imams leads to ruin.

In summary, the Imams employed a blend of logical reasoning, compassionate
exhortation, and rhetorical skill to effectively convey their messages about the
necessity of following divine authority and the prophetic mission .

The text discusses the concept of guidance and warning in Islamic teachings,
particularly as articulated by the Imams. It emphasizes the equal significance of
those who warn and those who give glad tidings, with references to sayings of
Ali and other Imams regarding the consequences of straying from divine guid-
ance. The text highlights the notion that separation from God’s representative
leads to destruction, citing Imam Bagqir and Imam Reza’s views on the impor-
tance of adhering to the divine authority .

Moreover, it outlines various rhetorical techniques used by the Imams, such as
glad tidings (tabshir), simile (tashbih), and oaths (qasm), as means to motivate
and educate the faithful. These techniques served to emphasize the significance
of following the Imams and to elucidate their roles as essential guides in the faith

In conclusion, the article presents an analysis of 986 hadiths from *Usul al-
Kafi*, noting that Imam Sadiq narrated the most hadiths related to divine guid-
ance, followed by Imam Bagqir and Imam Reza. It underscores the Imams’ efforts
in raising awareness and clarifying Islamic principles, particularly the necessity
of following the rightful Imams. The discourse in these hadiths serves as both a
defense of beliefs and a guide for contemporary religious and political dialogues,
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advocating for a connection between theological discussions and the everyday
lives of people. The text calls for a revitalization of the understanding of divine
truths in modern contexts, emphasizing the need for awareness and engagement
with the teachings of the Quran and the Imams .
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Keywords

According to the unanimous hadith of SAQALAIN, Muslims pay spe-
cial attention to ETRAT In the meantime, Sistani who are famous for
possessing some human qualities such as belief in God, chivalry and par-
tiality to ETRAT(a.s.) have had significant interest and connections with
Imam Reza(a.s.). Investigation and analysis of the reports related to that
Imam(a.s.) show that at least three people from Sistani or Sistani descent
- Abu Khaled Sejestani, Muhammad bin Faraj Rokhaji and Mokhawwal
Sejestani - were among the companions of Imam Reza(a.s.). Interest in
Imam Reza(a.s.) in later periods has also been manifested in the behavior
and speech of some Sistani elites such as Ibn Abi Dawud Sejestani, Ibn
Hebban Bosti and Sana’i Ghaznavi. Ibn Abi Dawud and Ibn Hebban Bosti,
who thought and acted in the religious context of Sunnah, had a narra-
tive relationship with Imam Reza(a.s.). In the meantime, if Ibn Hebban
has made any notable statements about that Imam(a.s.); In other places, he
has compensated for his insolence by mentioning his frequent experience
of visiting Imam Reza(a.s.) and his narrative need after visiting. The fa-
mous mystic and poet, Sana’i Ghaznavi, has also mentioned the religious
position of ETRAT, especially Imam Reza(a.s.), in a long ode while using
verses and HADITHS.
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Introduction

According to the unanimous hadith of SAQALAIN(Muslim, No date, Vol. 7:
123 and Kolini, 1363, Vol. 1: 294) Muslims pay special attention to ETRAT(a.s.)
Shia, considers Imam Reza to be ETRAT and innocent And Sunnis, although
they do not think like Shia, yet to him and the narration of Her, They have rel-
atively more attention. In the meantime, the Sistanis Who are famous for pos-
sessing some human qualities such as belief in God, chivalry, and partiality to
ETRAT And they have a background in voluntary acceptance of Islam, refus-
al to follow the Umayyads order in insulting Imam Ali, and taking the lead in
seeking avenge for Imam Hussain (Ibn Hebban, 1973, Volume 2: 255, Hemawi,
1979, Volume 3: 190 and Unknown, 1935: 100), They have had significant in-
terest and communication with Imam Reza(a.s.). Review and analysis of reports
related to that honorable Imam(a.s.) show that at least three people from Sistan
or Sistani descent were among the companions of Imam Reza(a.s.). One of them
is Abu Khaled Sejestani. The little information available about this companion
of Imam Reza(Tusi, 1994: 370) shows that he also narrated from Imams Sadiq
and Kazem(a.s.).(Sadouq, 1983: 277 and 284 and Sadougq, no date: 352) The
evidence indicates that he was one of the companions of Imam Kazem(a.s.) and
he turned to WAQF after his martyrdom And then, using the science of astrono-
my, he separated from the WAQEFIS and joined Imam Reza(a.s.). Muhammad
bin Faraj Rokhaji is another companion of Imam Reza(a.s.) and of Sejestani
descent. Some reports say: During the attack of Maan bin Zaideh on Rokhad, a
district in Sistan, a group of people, including Muhammad’s grandfather and fa-
ther, were taken captive by him.(Balazori, 1957, Vol. 2: 494; Hamavi, 1995, Vol.
3: 38 and Ibn Athir, 1994, Vol. 5: 201). Faraj Rokhaji and his son, Omar became
one of the courtiers and great secretaries of the Abbasids.(Hemavi, 1979, Vol.
3: 38 and Masoudi, 1988, Vol. 4: 19) And Muhammad, unlike them, although
he sometimes occupied a post in the Abbasi system, but he was in touch with
four imams, Kazem, Reza, Javad and Hadi(a.s.) until the end, he stayed on the
course of VELAYAT and at some times played special roles in the relationship
with the Imams(a.s.). (Yaqoubi, no date, Vol. 2: 485, Najashi, 1995, 371, Khoui,
1992, Vol. 18: 137, Tabari, 1992: 410 and Hosseini Qazvini, 1998, Vol. 1: 40).
He, who has confirmed SEQE, is in the ASNAD of eleven narrations from the
books of ARBAA(Tusi, 1994, 364, 367 and 377, Hali, 1996, 239 and Khoei,
1992, Vol. 18: 136). Muhawwal or Mukhawwal Sejestani is another Sejestani
friend of Imam Reza(a.s.) who is apparently known only through the narration
of the arrival of Ma’mun Abbasi’s agent to Medina to bring the Imam(a.s.) to
Marv. Mohawwal Sejestani, who seems to be the exclusive narrator of sum-
moning and transferring imam(a.s.) to khorasan, had a conversation with imam
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Reza(a.s.) and then pursued & reported imam’s statement about his martyrdom
in khorasan & burying next to Harun.(Saduq, 1984, Vol. 2: 234)The interest in
Imam Reza (a.s.) in later periods has also been manifested in the behavior and
speech of some Sistani elites such as Ibn Abi Dawud Sejestani, Ibn Hebban Bos-
ti and Sana’i Ghaznavi. Abu Bakr Abdullah bin Abi Dawud Sejestani is one of
the high ranking Sunni scholars in the fields of the Qur’an and Hadith, who is
best known for his book “Al-Masahef”.(Zahabi, 1962, Vol. 2: 433 and Heydari
Nasab and Bayat Mokhtari, 1979, 32-9). He has stated from Imam Reza(a.s.)
that the Messenger of God (pbuh) said: “Faith is the knowledge of the heart, the
confession of the tongue, and the action of the body.” (Ibn Babowayh, 1984, Vol.
1: 204). Although some Sunni scholars have insulted him, but the word of his
trustworthiness prevails among the Sunnis Most of the Shia scholars remained
silent about him, and some sheikhs such as Sadouq and Tusi have narrated from
him. Only some contemporary shia scholars of theology have called him inel-
igible and perhaps a NASEBI.(Amini, 1977, Vol.10: 146 and Heydari Nasab
and Naghizadeh, 1982, 127-144).Abu Hatim Muhammad bin Hibban is known
as a muhadith ,hafiz, scholar, historian, geographer and author Author works.
(Zahabi, 1992, Vol. 16: 92) He, who thought and acted in the context of Sunnah
religion, had a narrative relationship with Imam Reza(a.s.). He said: ... I heard
from Ali bin Musa(a.s.) that he narrated from Jabir through his forefather that the
Prophet(pbuh) judged with an oath along with a witness.(Ibn Hebban, no date.
Vol. 1: 160). Ibn Hibban Bosti is known for excess in opinions and conflict in ac-
tions.(As an example: Heydari Nasb and Bayat Mokhtari, 2016: 63-89 and Hey-
dari Nasb and Bayat Mokhtari, 2019: 32-9). Once, when it seems that he was in a
period of scientific immaturity, he said critical and insolence words about Imam
Reza(a.s.) and wrote: Ali bin Musa Reza narrates amazing news from his father.
Abusalt and others have narrated from him. It is as if he was delusional and mis-
taken. Ibn Hibban then quoted eight narrations from the Imam (a.s.) which are
baseless in his opinion.(Ibn Hebban, no date, Vol. 1: 106). Nevertheless, he who
has lived in Khorasan and especially in Nishabur for many years is one of the Ahl
al-Sunni muhaddith who seems to have emerged as a promoter of Ahl al-Bayt
(a.s.) culture during his scientific maturity. Abu Hatam Bosti sometimes praised
Imam Reza(a.s.) and considered his hadith(a.s.) to be authentic. He wrote the fol-
lowing about his repeated experience of visiting the Imam(a.s.) and defecating
in his court: Ali bin Musa died due to the poison that Ma’mun Abbasi gave him
in Tus. ... His tomb is located in Senabad, outside Noghan, famous and shrine,
next to Harun’s grave. | visited that tomb many times. During my stay in Tus, I
never had any difficulty to visit Ali bin Musa - may the blessings of God be upon
his grandfather and upon him - and ask God to remove that difficulty, except that
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it was answered and that problem It was removed from me. This is something
that I experienced repeatedly and my request was answered. May God to die us
with the love of Mustafa and his family, may God’s blessings and peace be upon
the Prophet(Pbuh) and all his family.(Ibn Hebban, 1973, Vol. 8: 456) Majdod bin
Adam Sanai of Ghaznavi (545 AH), is one of the famous mystics of the 6th cen-
tury, among those of Sejistan who were interested in Imam Reza(as). In addition
to using verses and traditions, he has mentioned the religious position of ETRAT,
especially Imam Reza(a.s.), with thirty-eight verse odes, and because of this in-
terest, some have considered him a Shia.(Qomi, no date, Vol. 2: 323). Sana’i’s
poem with the title “In Praise of the Eighth Imam Ali bin Musa Al-Reza(a.s.)...”
begins as follows: There is a shrine for religion in Khorasan - It makes your dif-
ficulty easy in MAHSHAR.(Sanaei Ghaznavi, 2001: 451, poem number 204).
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The Promotion of Virtue and the Prevention of Vice is one of the most im-
portant religious duties, indeed, the very foundation of their establishment,
the continuous social reform, and the constant guardianship of society against
various afflictions and threats. Today, this duty is at the center of social and do-
mestic media attention. However, the numerous tensions and conflicts reported
in domestic and foreign media regarding its implementation indicate that both
society is not fully aware of the status and importance of this issue, and its ex-
ecutors need more study, deeper understanding, and serious training in terms of
implementation methods and ethical requirements. One of the rich sources for
understanding this issue is the scientific and practical conduct of Imam Reza
(p.b.uwh). Having examined the narrations attributed to Imam Reza (p.b.u.h)
and collected the relevant materials on the methods and ethical requirements
of this duty, the author has endeavored to present a comprehensive research on
the viewpoint of that esteemed Imam to the esteemed readers, through accurate
categorization, fluent translation, and necessary explanations. According to the
Razavi knowledge, the activism of one who enjoins good and forbids evil,
utilizing various methods, is manifested in three stages: the heart, speech, and
action, and is embodied in the belief of the enjoiner and the forbidder and the
scientific and practical awareness of the addressee. Morality and wisdom are
the foundation of this duty. And the necessity of wisdom is the presence of cer-
tain qualities in the soul of the Promotion and the Prevention, and a framework
for their actions. And the more these factors are manifested, the more effective
and lasting this duty will be.
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Introduction

the Promotion of Virtue and the Prevention of Vice means compelling peo-
ple towards Virtues deeds and preventing them from Vices actions. An act that
is considered Virtue from the perspective of reason or religion is known as
‘ma’ruf’, and an act that is considered Vice is known as ‘munkar’. This duty is
one of the most important religious commandments, indeed, the very foundation
of their establishment, the continuous social reform, and the constant guardian-
ship of society against various afflictions and threats. The right of individuals
in a society to supervise each other’s social behavior arises from their intercon-
nected destinies. The Quran has mentioned the establishment of this duty as one
of the noble attributes of believers and as a prominent characteristic of Islamic
governance. Today, this duty has become the focus of societal and academic at-
tention. However, the numerous tensions and conflicts reported in domestic and
foreign media regarding its implementation indicate that society must be further
acquainted with the status and importance of this issue. Moreover, through sys-
tematic education, its executors must be given a deeper understanding of this
duty in terms of implementation methods and ethical requirements. One of the
richest sources for understanding this topic is the scientific and practical life of
Imam Reza. This research endeavors to delve into this tradition, to gather the
narrations related to its methods and ethical and executive requirements, and by
means of precise categorization, fluent translation, and necessary explanations,
to present a comprehensive research on the viewpoint of that exalted Imam to
the esteemed readers.

In terms of its objective, this research is applied, and in terms of its execution,
it is a descriptive library-based study. According to Razavi knowledge, the ac-
tivism of the Promotion of Virtue and the Prevention of Vice, is manifested in
three successive stages: the heart, speech, and action. This is achieved through
the believer’s own conviction and the scientific and practical awareness of the
audience. The belief of the promotion and prevention necessitates that he or she
be pleased in their heart with obedience to God and grieved by disobedience to
Him. This inner joy or sadness inevitably has external manifestations (such as
not greeting, leaving, or not cooperating) and in this way, it conveys to the re-
cipient that he approves of their good deeds, is displeased with their bad deeds,
and wishes for them to stop. The verbal stage emphasizes the awareness of the
wrongdoer, as they may sometimes be ignorant and need to learn, sometimes
have a superficial understanding and need deeper knowledge, sometimes make
mistakes in identifying the specific error, sometimes be negligent, or sometimes
be led astray by worldly desires and greed. In all these cases, awareness can
free them from ignorance, superficial understanding, mistaken judgment, negli-
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gence, or improper inclination and introduce them to the beautiful face of truth.
Awareness can be achieved through various methods, including: advice, analysis
and explanation, stating worldly benefits and harms or otherworldly rewards and
punishments, stating the result and outcome of actions, warning, guidance and
counseling, explaining the wisdom behind rulings, persuasive arguments, dia-
logue, and debate. In the third stage, the promotion and prevention, relying on
constructive behaviors, strengthens the practical dimension of awareness in the
recipient and, through various methods (such as: offering suitable alternatives,
encouraging the honest and thanking the benevolent, a different approach to chil-
dren, and constructive criticism of those in charge), demonstrates the practical
application of this duty. The intertwining of laws and ethics in the verses of the
Quran and the life of Imam Reza, as well as the repetition and explanation of
the word ‘aql’ (reason) in many narrations attributed to him regarding the Pro-
motion of Virtue and the Prevention of Vice, indicates that ethics and wisdom
are the foundation of this duty and neglecting them will not only diminish the
impact of this duty but will also create tension with others and cause them to
turn away from religion. According to Razavi knowledge, the foundation of all
religious teachings, especially the Promotion of Virtue and the Prevention of
Vice, is based on wisdom and must be carried out wisely. A wise person pos-
sesses qualities that shape their religious character and organize their speech
and behavior. Wisdom in carrying out this duty requires certain qualities within
the Promotion and Prevention, as well as a framework for their actions. These
qualities include: knowledge and skill, being exemplary, being well-groomed
and observing hygiene, politeness in speech and behavior, patience, gentleness,
controlling anger, forgiveness, fairness, friendship with people, avoiding harm,
having a pleasant demeanor, and being optimistic about one’s fellow believers.
The framework includes: considering the level of understanding and knowledge
of the audience, respecting the conditions and circumstances of the individual,
preventing conflict, avoiding arguments, not interfering in lawful and permissi-
ble matters, and respecting the boundaries of society. The more these qualities
are manifested in the promotion and prevention, the more effective and lasting
this duty will be. Based on this, the promotion and prevention must correctly
identify the Virtue and the Vice as not to do the opposite; that is, they must
not invite to the Vice or discourage from the Virtue, which is itself a mistake.
The effectiveness of this awareness depends on sufficient skill to know how to
perform this duty through speech and behavior. The most effective method of
inviting to virtue and forbidding vice is for the promotion and prevention to be
a role model; that is, by his actions, he invites to virtue and forbids vice. For,
positive and sublime self-transformation is the key to changing others, and every
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reformer must himself be righteous and just in order to be able to reform others.
Otherwise, a quality that is not rooted in one’s soul will not have a lasting ex-
ternal manifestation. According to Razavi knowledge, while verbal invitation is
necessary and has its place, the impact and significance of actions are far greater
and more influential. This realization has led to the exceptional manifestation of
exemplary qualities in the practical lives of the Imams, particularly Imam Reza,
making them a practical model and a reliable example for people and followers.
Important tools for invitation and as a sign of being exemplary in the promotion
and prevention are politeness in speech and conduct, and patience in the face
of the difficulties of carrying out this duty. With this foundation, the promotion
and prevention reaches a level of understanding in thought and calmness in
behavior that prevents them from being harsh in speech or violent in behavior
towards others. While controlling their anger, they deal with others with toler-
ance, gentleness, fairness, and forgiveness. With a pleasant demeanor, friendly
and humble behavior towards others, they sow the seeds of friendship and love,
spreading an atmosphere of equality and brotherhood, and preparing others to
listen to and accept well-meaning and compassionate advice. According to Re-
zavi knowledge, the the promotion and prevention must carry out this duty with
utmost wisdom. This means speaking about religious teachings in a way that is
appropriate to the level of understanding and comprehension of the audience,
and considering their circumstances and conditions, without placing a burden on
them that is beyond their capacity. Additionally, to prevent conflict, disputes, and
potential mistakes, they should minimize the factors that could lead to them and
avoid arguments and disagreements, even when they are right. the promotion and
prevention guards the boundaries of society against the normalization of sins
but does not create prohibitions or obstacles for actions that reason and religion
deem lawful and permissible.
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Keywords

Razavi’s spiritual management consists of components. The purpose of the
research is to identify and describe the components of spiritual management
in the words and behavior of Imam Reza (AS.) by using the Quran and tra-
ditions, which is used to strengthen the role of spiritual management of a
manager in guiding employees in an organization and developing the organi-
zation. The research method is based on the study of documents in a descrip-
tive and analytical way In search of an answer to this question, what are the
components of spiritual management in the biography of Imam Reza (AS)?
To answer the research question, his hadiths were extracted, categorized and
analyzed. The findings of the research indicate that the components of spiri-
tual management are: vision, altruistic love, faith in work, meaningfulness in
work, membership in the organization, organizational commitment, continu-
ous improvement. To realize these components, features such as right-orient-
ed, justice, compassion, humility, conscientiousness, empowerment, consul-
tation, appreciation, loyalty, respect for rights, supervision and forgiveness
have been identified. The achievement of this research is that the extraction
of these components and their explanation in a methodical manner provides
the basis for the awareness of spiritual management in the life of Imam Reza
and the implementation of these components can provide a basis for a better
understanding of the concepts of spirituality and management in organiza-
tions and the concept of spiritual management for Explain operationalization
in organizations based on the needs of Islamic society.
Spirituality management,spirituality,management,continuous improve-
ment,Jmam Reza(AS).
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Introduction

Background and purpose: In Islam, spirituality and management are two sides
of the same coin they can not be seen a part from each other. Islamic spiritu-
ality is based on religion, which is the final result of strengthening spirituality
means the belief in monotheism, resurrection, and morals. The source of Islamic
spirituality is the verses of the Holy Quran the verbal and practical life of the
prophet and the infallible imams Islamic management, science, art and method
of employing suitsble people and material facilities in a justice-oriented environ-
ment, to achieve goals that are influenced by the value system of islam. One of
the special management in islam is spiritual management. Spiritual management
provides the spiritual survival of the organization’s members by using values,
beliefs and behaviors that are required to motivate oneself and others. Spiritual
management in the eyes of Imam Reza (AS) in it is formed under the principle
of monotheism.The purpose of the research is to identify and explain the compo-
nents of spiritual management in the words and behavior of imam reza (AS) by
using the Quran and traditions, which is used to strengthen the role of spiritual
management of a manager in guiding employes in an an organization and its de-
velopment. Method and Materials: this study has investigated the components of
spiritual management in the sireh of imam reza (AS) by using the documentary
method and using the descriptive - analytical method .Findings: spiritual man-
agement in the view of imam reza under the principle monotheism is formed and
has components such as righteousness, piety, altruism ,meaningfulness, faith in
work, commitment ,performance and continuous improvement and consultation.
Conclusion: this research can provide a badid for a better understanding of the
concepts of spirituality and management in organizations and explain the con-
cept of spiritual management for operationalization in organizations based on the
needs of Islamic society.

By examining the systems of authoritative scientific journals, the background
of the research showed that no research has been done on this specific topic.
Therefore, in this article, the theoretical foundations were first discussed and
the main terms of research such as life, management, Islamic management, spir-
ituality, Islamic spirituality, spiritual management were explained. In the fol-
lowing, Fry’s theory of spiritual management was explained and the difference
between spirituality in Fry’s theory and Razavi’s life was examined. The basics
of spiritual management in Razavi’s and Western management systems in terms
of four bases, which include cognitive existence basics, epistemological basics,
anthropological basics, value basics Cognitive was investigated.In the topic of
data analysis, the components of spiritual management, which include the seven
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components mentioned above, were examined.Such as the perspective compo-
nent, which includes indicators such as monotheism and justice. The compo-
nent of altruistic love that includes indicators such as kindness and humility. The
component of belief in work, which includes the index of conscientiousness. A
meaningful component in the work that includes the empowerment index. The
component of membership in the organization, which includes the index of con-
sultation, appreciation. The component of organizational commitment, which
includes the loyalty index, and the component of continuous improvement and
organizational performance, which includes indicators such as compliance with
rights, supervision of works, and forgiveness.In the topic of Imam Reza’s (AS)
management methods in the course of his rule, he deals with the interaction of
Imam Reza (AS) with the three Abbasid caliphs in his time, and also refers to
Imam Reza’s (AS) behavior in accepting the fiefdom and its conditions, and the
simple way of life He expresses them in the course of government.The damages
of Imam Reza’s spiritual management, which included the activity and coopera-
tion of individuals with the oppressive system and the fight against deviant sects
during his time, were analyzed and investigated. Therefore, the components of
spiritual management and the relationship of those components with each other
were examined, and solutions for the Islamic society, which were derived from
the spiritual management of Imam Reza’s life, were presented.Also, the method
of Imam Reza (AS) in his way of governing during the time of the Abbasid ca-
liphs included propagating and promoting the teachings of Islam and educating
students and responding to the opposition and doubts of the people with rational
and correct arguments. They even prevented people from cooperating with the
oppressive apparatus.

Using Theory which includes seven components of spiritual management this
research has been analyzed in a biographic and analytical way. In this research
the opinion of imam Reza ( AS ) about spiritual management in a country society
or organization has been discussed and the traditions of Imam Reza ( AS ) and
the infallible Imams ( AS ) and the verses of the Holy Quran have been used and
there are examples in this regard. It has been mentioned that the indicators of
spiritual management in the view of Imam Reza ( AS ) and Fry are the same ac-
cording to those seven components but they are different in the examples that are
based on religious values. Defferences in management especially spiritual man-
agement in the islam and the West which express the values and beliefs of these
two views have been compared and reconciled. The present research seeks the
question of what are the components of spiritual management in the life of Imam
Reza ( AS ) and these components exist in Fry theory. Each of the mentioned
components has several sub components the foundation of all of them is mono-
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theism and righteousness and based on spirituality in any work especially in
organizations or societies or the organizations or societies or the government sys-
tem it leads to the advancement of the organization goals based on pre planned
ideals . That is the goal of spiritual management in organizations. Which Imam
Reza practically implemented in his life regarding justice encouraging punish-
ment of people determining rights clearly expressing the appropriate behaviors
and methods of implementing those cases even referring to the ruler of the time
and the basis of all implementation of those limits and the things mentioned
above are believing in God and having a heart felt belief in God.
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Keywords

Intercession and appeal is one of the important religious topics, which undoubt-
edly has its origin in the Qur’an and Sunnah. Rashidreza, with his intellectual
efforts, interpretation and interpretation of some Quranic concepts, the Prophet’s
(PBUH) and Companions, considers the prayers of Muslims to be heretical, in-
tercession as the dominance of the intercessor’s will over the will of God, the cre-
ation and worship of the intercessor, and the prayer as a negation of God’s will.
Considering the position of Rashid Reza and his views among Sunnis, it seems
necessary to evaluate his intellectual foundations and analyze his approach, es-
pecially in the interpretation of al-Manar. This research, which was written with
a descriptive-analytical method, has investigated the function of Razavi’s news
from three aspects. First of all, considering the position and authority of Imam
Reza (A.S) in explaining the beliefs of the Imamiyyah, many of Razavi’s (A.S)
news can be used in the position of dispelling doubt - not removing doubt. In
other words; The correct explanation of beliefs based on religious infallible ref-
erence texts leaves no room for many doubts.Second, many of Razavi’s (PBUH)
reports are based on solid intellectual rules or the interpretation of Qur’anic vers-
es, which will be accepted by all religions regardless of whether he (PBUH) is
infallible or not. Thirdly, Imam Reza (A.S) has played the role of a narrator in
many of his news stories, narrating news from the Prophet (S.A.W); Therefore,
for Sunnis also - due to the lack of infallibility for Imam (A.S) - the opinion
of considering him (A.S) as truthful will be valid. In this regard, the results are
the extreme rationalism of Rashid Reza, the imposition of his mentalities on the
verses and narrations, and the following contradictions. It causes his divergence
from the book and tradition and his style, contrary to the belief in returning to
the beliefs of the early Muslims and the essential criteria of interpretation from
Almanar’s point of view.

“Traditions and Sirah Razavi”, “Rashid Reza”, “Intercession and appeal”, “Book
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Introduction

Intercession and appeal is one of the critical religious topics, which undoubtedly
orginates in the Qur’an and Sunnah. Rashidreza, with his intellectual efforts, in-
terpretation and interpretation of some Quranic concepts, the Prophet’s (PBUH)
and Companions considers the prayers of Muslims to be heretical, intercession
as the dominance of the intercessors will over the will of God, the creation and
worship of the intercessor, and the prayer as a negation of God’s will. Consider-
ing the position of Rashid Reza and his views among Sunnis, it seems necessary
to evaluate his intellectual foundations and analyze his approach, especially in
the interpretation of al-Manar.

This research, which was written with a descriptive-analytical method, with
a comparative , and original view, Rashid Reza’s opinions, thoughts and inter-
pretive style with the function of Razavi’s news - at least as one of his accepted
subjects, based on his belief in the return According to the beliefs of advanced
Muslims (companions and followers) - it has been investigated from three as-
pects. First of all, considering the position and authority of Imam Reza (A.S) in
explaining religious issues, many of Razavi’s (A.S) news can be used in the po-
sition of dispelling doubt - not removing doubt. In other words, The correct ex-
planation of beliefs based on religious reference texts leaves no room for many
doubts. Second, many of Razavi’s (PBUH) news are based on solid intellectual
rules or the interpretation of Qur’anic verses, which will be accepted by all reli-
gions regardless of whether he (PBUH) is infallible. Thirdly, Imam Reza (A.S)
has played the role of a narrator in many of his news stories, narrating news from
the Prophet (S.A.W) Therefore, for the Sunnis also, based on the lack of belief
in the infallibility of the Imam (A.S), it will be valid to consider him (A.S) as
truthful. Rashid Reza’s indifference to the correct meaning of the verses and its
interpretation based on the context of other verses and the lack of logical use of
traditions and traditions of the Prophet (PBUH) in creating his intellectual ori-
gin, based on the negation of recourse and intercession and the rejection of Shia
and Sunni beliefs with Relying on the rational and Quranic evidence in the four
proposed axes and evaluating them based on the news and the practical life of
Imam Reza (A.S) and his teachings according to their authority and truthful nar-
rator - regardless of the Prophet’s (A.S) innocence - in explaining the theological
beliefs based on the verses The Qur’an and strict intellectual rules in dispelling
doubts are briefly as follows:

A- From Rashid Reza’s point of view, customary intercession means the mas-
tery of the intercessors will over the divine will, and it is necessary to accept
intercession, change the knowledge and divine will. B- By carrying the meaning
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of intercession and resorting to prayer, Rashid Reza considered the narrations
related to intercession to be similar , and in this way, these narrations either lack
rational meaning and should be left to God, or according to the application of
interpretation, it should be applied to prayer. Carried in front of God

C- Rashid Reza under the noble verse “And worship Allah and do not associ-
ate anything with Him.” (Nisa’, 36) He considers the lowest level of shirk to be
bowing and prostrating to other than God, and the highest level of shirk is sup-
plication, intercession , and recourse.

D- Rashid Reza, by stating the types of guardianship, considers any attention
and appeal to divine saints as leaving the path of monotheism and the guard-
ianship of God and entering the guardianship of the devil and tyrants. In the
criticism of these opinions based on the news and biography of Razavi (PBUH),
it can be said:

* The statement that intercession is the mastery of the intercessor’s will over the
divine Will; is the

The statement that intercession is the dominance of the intercessor’s will over
the divine will is an alignment of human will with divine will. This is because,
according to the monotheistic perspective and the interpretation of Imam Reza
(PBUH), the exalted essence of God is “willing without compulsion, wanting
without effort.” The noble verses regarding intercession serve as evidence for
the affirmation of intercession and indicate that it is both related to the origin of
intercession and that the authority over intercession lies in the hands of divine
power. Another thing is that the verses of negation of intercession indicate the
negation of intercession from infidels and polytheists, and intercession is inde-
pendent, not absolute intercession.

Imam Reza (A.S) , with elegance and returning to the obvious and emphasizing
the dominance of knowledge and divine will, separated the subject of appeal and
intercession from the supplicant’s belief in the creation of the means ,and sepa-
rated appeal, intercession and request for any kind of grace while preserving its
principles and channels. According to Hikmat Hagq, it is necessary to accept the
fact that certain people can intercede with God’s permission and will. In addition
to granting the position of intercessor to the Prophet (PBUH) from God, Subha-
nahu wa Ta’ala, he also expresses this gift to the above-mentioned divine saints,
making him a firm handhold and a means of approaching the door of God and the
best mediator of grace. He appeals to them.

» Assuming the correctness of Rashid Reza’s point of view that the narrations
related to intercession are similar, In such a situation, according to the teachings
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of Imam Reza (A.S), these traditions are strengthened by referring to solid tradi-
tions and explaining through them. Rashidreza’s justifications of interceding for
the answer to prayer and the general will of a particularl word are unprincipled
interpretations, contrary to the clear text and the appearance of the verses and
traditions and contrary to the appearance, it is used in a place where the words
cannot be carried over to the appearance; Therefore, such a claim is contrary to
many arguments, judgments, and certainties.

» Asking for intercession from the prophets and divine saints from the point
of view that the Divine Essence has made them intercessors and on the other
hand has called us to appeal to them, not only is it not against monotheism, but
it is the same monotheism and monotheism. Imam Reza (A.S) ,by stating that
the claim of divine status for prophets and imams causes the Ahlul Bayt of the
Prophet (S.A.W) to dislike claimants in this world and the hereafter, considers
the independent view of Shafi’i to be invalid and a cause of shirk in Lordship and
worship.* Since tavail refers to the search for a means in order to obtain divine
approval and the introduction of guidance and intercession, the intercessor must
be on the path of monotheism Because those who do not benefit from the light
of Tawheed and Wilayabh, it is not possible to reach the light of intercession, and
indeed the one who considers the intercessor to be in the rank of divinity due to
religious deviation, is not pleased with God and is not subject to intercession;
Therefore, attention and appeal to divine saints is not only a departure from the
path of monotheism but also the path of monotheism and divine guidance.

That in this regard, A- Rashid Reza’s lack of attention or neglect towards the
statements and practical course of Imam Reza (A.S) as one of the subordinates
in dispelling doubts and not removing doubts about intercession and recourse
and its explanation is evident; therefore, this neglect has fueled doubts and con-
tradictory opinions in this regard. B- The strong intellectual rules of Imam Reza
(A.S) as one of the wise men, are a line against Rashid Reza’s extreme rational-
ism. C- The exegetical statements of Imam Reza (A.S) as one of the followers of
the commentator close to the era the revelation of the Qur’an and the school of
interpretation of the Prophet (PBUH) are in contrast with Rashid Reza’s exeget-
ical opinions and tell of the interpretation according to his opinion. D- Despite
the validity of the statements of Imam Reza (PBUH) for the Sunnis as a truthful
narrator who conveys the news of the Prophet (PBUH), this vital thing has been
neglected by Rashid Reza, the results of which are the extreme rationalism of
Rashid Reza, the imposition of his mentalities on the verses and Hadiths and
following that is his contradiction and divergence from the book and tradition.
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