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Cohesion is a fundamental concept in linguistics that examines the factors of
connectivity and relationships between sentence components, inter-senten-
tial relations, and the overall text structure. This term, introduced by func-
tional linguists in the field of discourse analysis, comprehensively studies
the role of cohesive components in text formation and organization. Imam
Reza’s (PBUH) monotheistic sermon is a religious text with profound mono-
theistic content and literary richness, in which the Imam (PBUH) has artfully
and intelligently utilized cohesive elements to create a coherent and system-
atic structure. This research, using a descriptive-analytical method and based
on Halliday and Ruqaiya Hasan’s textual cohesion theory, meticulously
examines the conjunctive and lexical cohesion factors of this sermon. The
present study, while analyzing conjunctive, lexical, and rhetorical cohesive
components, systematically examines the interdiscursive relations and the
role of these elements in the sermon’s structure and the transmission of philo-
sophical concepts. The research findings indicate that among the conjunctive
elements, the additive conjunction “and” has the highest frequency in the
text, and at the lexical level, the Imam (PBUH) has artistically employed var-
ious lexical cohesion elements such as antonymy, opposition, and semantic
fields. These lexical elements, formed based on syntagmatic relations in the
speech chain, have played a more prominent and influential role in creating
textual cohesion. The results of this research clearly demonstrate that using
Halliday and Hasan’s cohesion theory, while identifying cohesive elements
in religious texts, one can scientifically and methodically explain how these
elements influence text formation and the clear, unambiguous transmission
of profound philosophical and religious concepts.
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Introduction

Imam Reza’s monotheistic sermon encompasses deep content and literary and
discursive richness in the philosophy of monotheism, which the Imam has en-
dowed with a coherent and systematic structure through complex linguistic mech-
anisms and intelligent utilization of cohesive elements and convincing rational
arguments. This sermon was delivered at the assembly of Ma’mun, prior to the
issue of Imam Reza’s succession, in early 201 AH at the request of Ma’mun’s
supporters who intended to test and question the Imam’s scholarly status. It is a
sermon that, to this day, has not been matched in precision, elegance, and detail
in explaining the truth of monotheistic knowledge.

The Imam, with precise understanding of his audience and oratory standards, and
awareness of the subject’s requirements, textual context, and situation, organizes
all sermon passages as a unified and coherent whole. The Imam’s guiding role
combined with his compassion and his awareness of the requirements of rheto-
ric, which pays significant attention to stirring emotions for persuasion, prevents
him from using any words of reproach or condemnation toward the audience
in this sermon, despite his awareness of the malicious intentions of those who
invited him for this impromptu speech. This has preserved the sermon from dis-
persion and fragmentation.

The utterances, despite the density of vocabulary and the conciseness of phrases,
convey the sermon’s deep content mostly through the repeated use of nominal
sentences that indicate the permanence of something for something else, ap-
propriate to the subject’s purpose, namely the permanence of God’s attributes.
Conjunctive cohesion in the sermon operates through four main mechanisms:
additive, adversative, causal, and temporal. The additive conjunction “and”
appears with the highest frequency, functioning both at intra-sentential and in-
ter-sentential levels to connect utterances of varying scopes. This predominance
of additive conjunction aligns with the sermon’s descriptive nature, allowing
theological propositions to be linked without imposing rigid logical sequences.
Adversative conjunction is mainly used to negate possible misconceptions about
divine attributes, creating cohesion through systematic rejection of opposing
viewpoints. Causal and causative conjunctions, including “fa” and the causative
“lam,” establish logical relationships between propositions and strengthen the
sermon’s argumentative structure. Temporal conjunctions occur less frequently,
reflecting the sermon’s focus on eternal theological truths rather than sequential
narratives.

Lexical cohesion manifests through various mechanisms, including complete
repetition, repetition through synonyms, and collocation. Repetitive patterns
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highlight key theological concepts and create rhythmic patterns that aid in mem-
orizing the sermon. The precise selection of vocabulary and their arrangement
on the syntagmatic axis and the semantic content they collectively produce in the
speech chain have enabled the profound ideas of this sermon to be transmitted to
the audience without disruption or ambiguity, despite the density of vocabulary
and conciseness of phrases. Collocation, the association of semantically relat-
ed words, appears through several rhetorical methods: similarity of extremities
(tashabuh al-atraf), which connects utterances by repeating the final word of one
section at the beginning of the next; antithesis (tibaq), which places opposing
words together to clarify theological concepts through contrast; correspondence
(mugabalah), which places parallel structures in opposition; and semantic asso-
ciation (mura’at al-nazir), which groups words from related semantic domains.
Placing contradictory opposites and corresponding phrases against each other
has provided a coherent style for the profound meanings of this sermon. At this
level, semantic association, correspondence, antithesis, and similarity of extrem-
ities have had the greatest impact on the cohesion of utterances.

In the middle and in the final passages, which increase in number and distance
between them, the Imam employs more cohesive elements and uses the cohesive
elements of antithesis and correspondence to determine referents, so that if the
audience does not know the meaning of a word or does not know which referent
is intended in words with various referents, the opposing word and contrasting
phrases make understanding the meaning easier for them. This leads to creating
balance between the complexity of meaning and clarity of compositions. The
Imam employs the technique of similarity of extremities so that the return of
the final word of the previous utterance at the beginning of the next utterance
strengthens their cohesion through creating prominence.

Traditional Arabic rhetorical methods further enhance the sermon’s cohesion.
Kamal al-ittisal (complete connection) creates seamless transitions between
semantically unified utterances, while shibh kamal al-ittisal (near-complete
connection) links utterances through implicit questions and answers. Quranic
intertextuality (iqtibas) strengthens theological arguments while maintaining co-
hesion. These elements enrich meaning despite lexical density and brevity. Ad-
ditionally, phonetic patterns through rhyme and rhythmic structures harmonize
speech with meaning, reinforcing utterance cohesion.

Using all these elements, the Imam connects the utterances and passages togeth-
er and links the beginning of the sermon to the middle passages and then to the
end of the sermon, transmitting the message without disruption or ambiguity,
despite being deep and complex, to the audience; in such a way that the reader
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feels at the end of the sermon that the speaker has well fulfilled his mission in
conveying meaning, and the reader himself, by establishing a strong connection
with the text, leaves the sermon with complete satisfaction.

The Imam, with precise mastery over the selection of words and linguistic terms
and their function in textual cohesion, enters a realm beyond human language
and considers the use of some of these words and terms about the essence of
God and the introduction of His attributes as inadequate, emphasizing that they
cannot be used in introducing the status of monotheism with the same meaning
as they are used for creatures. It seems that the Imam is trying to introduce a
distinctive expressive style in this field. The scientific presence of these concepts
in the Imam’s mind is unparalleled among the hadiths and the sermons attribut-
ed to the Imams, and it can be claimed that from the criteria that the Imam has
presented in the special expressive style about the Creator of existence, one can
present a model of expressive style in introducing monotheism.
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