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Islamic architecture and its associated decorative arts occupy a position of
paramount importance within the broader spectrum of Islamic heritage, ow-
ing to their monumental scale and durability. A diverse array of visual arts—
including geometric design, calligraphy, mirror work (ayineh-kari), and plas-
terwork (gach-bori)—are integrated into the architecture of religious sites,
serving as a profound medium for expressing fundamental Islamic doctrines,
most notably the concept of Tawhid (Monotheism). This study explores the
ornamentations within the Holy Shrine of Imam Reza (AS), investigating
how these artistic elements convey the concept of monotheism and influ-
ence the spiritual perception of visitors. Utilizing a descriptive-analytical
methodology combined with field documentation, the research examines the
nexus between architectural decoration and the reinforcement of Tawhid in
the believers’ faith. The findings suggest that the ornamentations adorning
the exterior fagades, courtyards, minarets, domes, columns, and interior sur-
faces—such as mirror work and epigraphic inscriptions—transcend mere aes-
thetic appeal. They possess an inherent, transcendental beauty that resonates
with human nature, fostering a profound spiritual experience for both lay and
scholarly visitors. Furthermore, the Islamic motifs and patterns functioning
within this architectural framework communicate through a “language of
signs.” By engaging with these visual narratives, visitors—commensurate
with their degree of spiritual self-cultivation and receptivity—gradually per-
ceive the esoteric essence of Islamic art, which is fundamentally rooted in the
spirit of Divine Unity and Monotheism.
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Introduction

Islamic architecture and its related decorations are of particular importance
among Islamic arts due to their volume and durability compared to other Islamic
arts. Various types of Islamic visual arts, including design, calligraphy, mirror
work, plaster work, etc., can be seen in architecture and its related decorations in
religious places, which play an effective role in expressing the concepts of Islam.

In the architecture and decorations associated with Islamic places, the Muslim
artist, by presenting motifs accompanied by mysteries and spiritual meanings,
tries to respond to the human need for connection with the supernatural and to
gently guide man from the earthly world to the heavenly world and direct him
towards perfection and transcendence. Of course, all elements in the decorations
are placed together in such a way as to inspire concepts to the viewers.

Divine concepts, displayed in various forms such as calligraphy, carving, tiling,
stucco, etc. in the architectural space, polish the human soul and give it a sense
of style. In this way, a religious artist does not seek to see his art as separate and
independent from religion, but rather sees it as serving religion, to elevate his
own soul and that of his audience, and in this way, he can display his desires in
the paradise that God has expressed in the Quran by taking different forms and
shapes into service. With such creativity, a Muslim artist makes man aware of his
place and guides him to the state of divine closeness. Of course, in an impercep-
tible way that the viewer himself will not feel its effect for a long time. Because
in Islamic arts, in addition to the external beauty that is tangible and visible, there
is another element as the spirit of monotheism, which is the spirit of Islamic art.
It communicates with the audience through the language of codes and gestures,
and each audience benefits from it according to their existential capacity.

In this research, data collection was done through library method by examining
printed and electronic sources and references, studying, recording and compar-
ing them, describing and analyzing data and classifying them. Then, by examin-
ing the relationship between decorations in the architecture of the Razavi Shrine
and strengthening the principle of monotheism in the beliefs of the audience, it
was studied. In the method of observing and recording visual data, field photog-
raphy was done by the authors in the holy shrine of Imam Reza (AS).

In Islam, monotheism has a special place, so that the first principle of the reli-
gion is monotheism, and by confessing the oneness of God Almighty, a person
becomes a monotheist. Although monotheism has different levels and degrees,
such as monotheism of essence, monotheism of attributes, monotheism of ac-
tions, monotheism in worship, etc., until a person goes through all the stages of
monotheism, he will not become a true monotheist. In the case of God, monothe-
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ism refers to the oneness and unity of His essence, which is the basis of all the
teachings of the divine prophets.

Whenever a person places his soul and spirit towards God, he receives a gift of
peace from that eternal existence because he has returned to his soul. As God in
Surah Ra’d verse 28 expresses confidence and a calm heart for the believers, and
in this way, a person is on the path of absolute, eternal and infinite perfection and
reaches an inner joy that does not despair in difficulties and hardships and does
not become arrogant and proud in times of blessings and happiness. This is the
peace of mind that the Quran calls Sakina. One of the most important tasks of
religious places that are attributed to God is to strengthen the sense of comfort
in the shadow of a connection with the one creator. In order to show a sense
of monotheism, they use various tools, including music, architecture, carvings,
calligraphy, etc., to indirectly and gradually familiarize the audience with divine
concepts and to blend their souls and souls with a sense of oneness and servitude
to God.

The architecture of the holy shrine of Imam Reza (A.S.) has been of interest to
Shiites since the early days, and they tried to show their devotion and love for Ali
ibn Musa al-Reza (A.S.) in the form of a building that is worthy and worthy of
that holy shrine. Therefore, in every period, there have been advances in the con-
struction of the building, which in addition to ordinary people, even kings have
had the courage to build. In the contemporary era, the Shiite Islamic government
in Iran has been building new porches and courtyards with a certain order and
speed, and is trying to display unique examples of Islamic-Iranian art in archi-
tecture and its related decorations based on the model of the past. Therefore, it
is no exaggeration to say that the Razavi Holy Shrine is a complete exhibition
of Islamic art.

The type of decorations used in the Razavi Shrine and how they relate to the con-
cept of monotheism and their impact on the beliefs of the audience is a worthy
research issue that has been less addressed. The purpose of this article, in addi-
tion to familiarizing with the Islamic art and designs used in the Razavi Shrine,
is to relate them to the teachings of Islam, especially the principle of monotheism
and the oneness of God, which plays a fundamental role in enlightening minds
and freeing people from the shackles of disbelief.

The decorations in the Razavi Holy Shrine include glazed tiles with Islamic mo-
tifs with plant motifs and dazzling colors, a golden dome facing the sky decorat-
ed with sunlight rays and inscriptions with heavenly messages, and pen-shaped
minarets that are beautifully placed next to each other with harmony, proportion,
and balance. The visual impact of these spaces on the psyche of the viewers
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cannot be denied, because they give the audience spiritual and mental peace,
inner joy, self-refining, vitality, confidence, participation, monotheistic power,
etc. These are the factors that are manifested in this holy place and reveal the
relationship between architecture and Islamic worldview and culture.

The results of the research indicate that the decorations in the Razavi Shrine
on the exterior, courtyard, garlands, mirror work, columns, dome, inscriptions,
and stucco, in addition to their external beauty for every common and special
pilgrim, have an inner beauty that is in accordance with human nature, and a
Muslim experiences a pleasant inner feeling when seeing the decorations and
wants this sweet experience repeatedly. Islamic designs and patterns that are
manifested in the architecture of Islamic buildings communicate with the audi-
ence through sign language, and each audience, considering their self-develop-
ment and internal preparation that they have already created within themselves,
gradually understands the mysteries of Islamic art, the most important of which
is the spirit of monotheism and unity.
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