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Introduction

The pivotal position of Imam Reza (a.s.) and the set of strategies of the Imam
created a safe and secure base for the Shiite community so that it could main-
tain its order and cohesion in the face of the doubts and anxieties of the enemy.
Among the strategies of the Imam in the face of these threats were debates with
individuals, groups and different sects, which played a very important role in
giving identity to the Shiite community.

Identity Threats Created by the Abbasid Caliphs

Ma’mun’s tricks in creating identity threats

The caliphate apparatus used various tactics to distance society from the Imam-
ate, and the sum of these measures was carried out as a spectral process with
the aim of marginalizing the Imamate discourse and highlighting the Caliphate
discourse. The sum of these measures falls into the following axes:

Inciting people towards imported ideas (disturbance in religious commitment)

Ma’mun’s policy was based on an unbalanced geometry and its goal can be
considered to reduce the scientific authority of the Ahl al-Bayt (a.s.) in society
because the introduction of new issues and ideas, for which there is little prece-
dent in Islamic past history, was not very sensitive and could not possibly have
resulted in a reaction. However, the Abbasid regime not only did not prepare and
devise a scientific and intellectual position to respond to such suspicions, but
also by limiting the true frontiers of religious thought and applying hardly severi-
ty to the Ahl al-Bayt and their companions and students, it caused the community
to be divided and confused in terms of belief.

Diminishing religious affiliation

After Ma’mun proposed the succession, the Imam (a.s.) explicitly stated
Ma’mun’s goal in his presence. The Imam said: Your wish is that people say: Ali
ibn Musa is not disinterested in the world and leadership, but rather this world is
disinterested in him, do you not see how he accepted the position of governor out

of greed and greed? Al-Ma’mun became angry at this statement (Ibn Babawayh.
(1959), Vol. 2:140).

The role of Razavi debates in confronting identity threats
The determining function

The meaning of knowledge-giving functions is the achievements that, from the
point of departure of beliefs to the final point of behaviors, and during the pro-
cess of formulating, continuing and finalizing identity, bring its consistency and
cause the coherence and order of the identity of the individual and society.
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Systematization and Integration of Identity with the Meaningful Centrality of
Imamate

After Abdul Aziz ibn Muslim reported the differences and debates of the people
regarding the Imamate in the service of the Imam, the Imam, in his valuable and
lasting words, defines the Imamate and fully explains its areas and dimensions.
In part of this speech, the Imam uses the expression “the system of Muslims” and
continues by saying, “With the Imam, prayer, almsgiving, fasting, pilgrimage
and jihad are completed” (Ibn Babawayh. (1959), Vol. 1: 218). This event, while
indicating another type of Imam’s responses and representing an indirect debate
with his opponents, also demonstrates his maximum observation of the intellec-
tual and mental needs and necessities of society, as he drew the general outlines
of the foundations of Shiite thought in order to respond to the ambiguity created.

Identity empowerment

In the system of identity formation presented in the biography of Imam Reza,
both the individual and social aspects of identity are considered.

Muhammad ibn Abdullah al-Khurasani says: A man from Zanadaqah, after
talking to the Imam, did not leave there until he became a Muslim (Al-Tabarsi,
Ahmad ibn Ali. (1983), vol. 2:397). This type of identity formation has been re-
ported in various cases and after the Imam’s conversations with different people.

Delineating the ultimate identity of the religious community

In a debate with jurists and theologians, Ma’mun said: O Abu al-Hasan, what is
your belief about the return? The Imam (a.s.) said: That is right and true, and it
was also in the previous nations, and the Glorious Quran also speaks of it, and
the Messenger of God (a.s.) also said: Whatever happened in the previous na-
tions will happen in this nation as well, without any decrease or decrease without
any difference, and he said: When the Mahdi of the nation emerges from my
offspring, Jesus, the son of Mary, (a.s.) will descend, and he will pray with him
behind him.

The function of the differentiator

Emphasis on the persuasive level of religious identity

In the capacity of assessing, selecting, and accepting the identity foundations
presented to society, referring to the three dimensions of the Quran and the con-
duct of the Ahl al-Bayt, reason, and nature is considered a reassuring model for
acquiring a correct identity in society, and these three principles are observed in
the Imam’s debates as principles of approach and methodology and as a distin-
guishing logic.

Rejection of identity enemy
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The rejection of identity others by using their own foundations and beliefs gave
the Imam’s debates a unique aspect because such differentiation, in addition to
requiring knowledge and complete mastery of their foundations and thoughts,
also brought richness and superiority to his own identity.

The protective dimension

A careful reading and in-depth study of the Imam’s words in various debates
indicates the important function of the Imam’s debates, in addition to the two de-
fining and distinguishing dimensions, which is to provide security to the identity
of the Shiite community.

Demonstrating the Power of Imamate Discourse

In one of the debates held between the Imam and the leaders of different reli-
gions and sects, the Imam said: O people, if anyone among you opposes Islam
and wants to ask, let him ask without fear (Ibn Babawayh. (1959), Vol. 1: 168).

This passage from the Imam’s speech expresses the preservation and continuity
of religious values and beliefs, the stability and authority of the institution of
Imamate, and the establishment of support for the influence of religion in society
in the field of civilization.

Building a foundation for religious identity

In the discussion of Imamate, which over time and considering the prevailing
atmosphere in society, the issue required a rational explanation to answer the
question of who should rule after the Messenger of God and whether this person
should be appointed by God or by the people, rational principles were put for-
ward. Therefore, until the time of Imam Reza (PBUH), the method of narration
and sometimes the rational method were often used to prove this idea, and during
the time of Imam Reza, the discussions took a more detailed rational form and
the Imam presented a lot of knowledge in this regard (Ja’fariyan, 2002: 457-
458), and in this way, the foundations of Shiite belief were enriched.
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