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Believers believe in the guidance of reason and in the explicitness of the
Quran and traditions that God has the power to accomplish everything.
Their belief has faced a challenge of this kind: does this belief even in-
clude impossible things (such as the heavens and the earth and what is be-
tween them being swallowed in a seed)? The issuance of which requires
the occurrence of things such as the placement of large objects in small
objects. At different times, numerous people (Iblis, Abu Shakir Disani,
etc.) have asked this question of Jesus Christ, Imam Ali, Imam Sadiq,
and Imam Reza (peace be upon them). In one of these narrations, which
Ibn Babawayh attributed to Imam Reza (AS) in his book Al-Tawhid, the
Imam explicitly gave a positive answer to this question (inherent possi-
bility) and emphasized its occurrence (in the form of an analogy of the re-
flection of the form of large objects in the eye). The present article seeks
to examine this statement and its attribution to Imam Reza (AS) and, in
the first step, attempts to examine its chain of transmission and meaning.

In the second step, he shows evidence from the Quran and narrations that
confirm it. In the third step, this article highlights the challenges that we
will face if we adhere to and accept this narration. (Incompatibility with
the obvious rule of reason, conflict with numerous narrations, etc.) and
in the last step, it tries to provide an aspect (such as the Imam’s response
relying on the weakness of the questioner’s understanding) for the possi-
bility of accepting this news and the possibility of its issuance by Imam
Reza (AS).

Divine power, impossible matters, Imam Reza A.S., Book of Al-Tawhid,
Ibn Babawayh.
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Introduction

After Sheikh Saduq and until the time of Fadil Miqdad, this hadith has not re-
ceived much attention from Shiite scholars.

In terms of the validity of the chain of transmission of this hadith, it should be
said that most of the people in the chain of transmission of this hadith have been
confirmed by Shiite scholars and are reliable people. Of course, there is one
person in the chain of transmission of this hadith who Shiite scholars have nei-
ther confirmed nor written anything criticizing him. Therefore, it should be said
that although this news cannot necessarily be considered a completely reliable
hadith, it is a hadith that Shiite scholars usually do not ignore and usually issue
fatwas with confidence in such hadiths.

In analyzing the question in this hadith, it should be said: The questioner, who is
an unknown person, asked Imam Reza A.S. whether God can submerge a large
object (the heavens, the earth, and what is between them) into a small object (the
egg) without any change in their volume. A positive answer to this question re-
quires us to accept the contradiction, because we must accept that the first object
(the world, the heavens, the earth, etc.) is both larger than the second object (the
egg) (and therefore cannot be included in the smaller object) and not larger than
it (its submergence into the smaller object is possible, and divine power can also
be attributed to it).

In response to the questioner’s question, Imam Reza A.S. first explicitly declares
by saying “yes” that God has the power to swallow the heavens and the earth
and what is between them in an egg. The Imam then goes on to say that God can
even put them in something smaller than an egg, because He has placed them in
the eyes of the questioner. The Imam’s argument is that whenever the questioner
opens his eyes and looks at the heavens and the earth and what is between them,
he sees them, and if God had willed, He could have prevented his eyes from see-
ing them. Whatever the questioner’s interpretation of this statement of the Imam
A.S., his silence from continuing the question may in some way indicate that he
has received the answer he desired from the Imam A.S.; although it may occur to
others that why did the person not ask the Imam whether when we look at objects
with our eyes, those objects sink into our eyes? It is clear that it is their image
that is reflected in our eyes, and the objects remain in their place and with their
volume as before we encountered them. One may cite the following evidence in
support of the authenticity of this hadith:

- Many verses of the Quran indicate that God can do anything.

- A hadith from Imam Sadiq A.S. has also been narrated by Muhammad ibn
Yaqub al-Kulaini in his book al-Kafi, which has also been narrated in the book
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al-Hidayah al-Kubra by Husayn ibn Hamdan al-Husaybi (of course, with some
differences). Imam Sadiq A.S. also told the questioner that God has the ability to
submerge large objects into small objects, just as this happens when we see those
objects with our eyes. In another hadith without any chain of transmission, which
1s mentioned in later Shiite and Sunni sources, similar words have been attribut-
ed to the Prophet Idris. In this hadith, it is stated that Hazrat Idris, by inserting
his sewing needle into the eye of Iblis, blinded one of his two eyes and made him
understand that he should not attribute weakness to God.

Despite the above-mentioned supporting evidence, there are also evidences that
the attribution of this hadith to Imam Reza A.S. is incorrect. Among them:

- The question of the questioner is an incorrect question, but why did the Imam
not warn him that his question was an incorrect question?

- The answer mentioned in this hadith is not consistent with the definite under-
standings of reason, and it is not acceptable for the Imam to confirm a question
whose positive answer requires opposing the definite understanding of reason
and to provide a reason for it.

- There are numerous hadiths in Shiite hadith sources that conflict with what is
attributed to Imam Reza A.S. in this hadith. In those hadiths, it is explicitly stated
that submerging large objects into small objects is an impossible task, and there-
fore, inability cannot be attributed to God. The meaning of God’s power being
attributed to various things is that God can do possible things, and impossible
things are not capable of being created at all.

Despite these strong reasons, it seems that this hadith attributed to Imam Reza
A.S. cannot be easily accepted. However, if someone still insists that this hadith
should be accepted, then a solution should be found for these criticisms. Some
people say that when answering the questioner’s question, they realized that the
person would not have a complete understanding of the Imam’s true answer, and
after hearing the Imam’s answer, he might still insist that God does not have the
power to do some things. If the questioner had thought a little deeper, the Imam
would have given him another answer and made him understand that he should
both believe that God has the power to do everything and that the examples that
the person has raised are impossible, and therefore no fault can be attributed to
God.
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