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The compilation of the justice-oriented code of conduct of Tahir b. Husain,
the founder of the Tahirid state of Khorasan (205-251 AH/820-865 AD), is
known as one of the oldest governance codes of conduct (maramnama) in
post-Islamic Iran, which has been the subject of various researches from dif-
ferent perspectives. One of the aspects of interest about this code of conduct
is the origin of the justice-centered ideas that Tahir b. Husain has arranged
in the aforementioned text. One viewpoint has tried to consider it, based on
intra-textual and extra-textual evidence, as a continuation to the practice of
writing letters of admonition (andarznama) in the Sassanid era, which was
established under the Islamic appearence at the beginning of the formation
of the first semi-independent Iranian state in Khorasan; and another view-
point, based on the both groups of the same evidence, considers this code of
conduct to be an adaptation of the famous letter of Imam Ali (A.S.) to Malik
Ashtar. In this study, a third perspective is provided from a critical exam-
ination of these two perspectives, which considers the writing of this code
of conduct and the formation of Tahirid civilizational governance during
the reign of Tahir and his son ‘Abdullah (205-230 AH/820-844 AD) to be
influenced by the justice-oriented sira (mode of life) of Imam Rida (A.S.)
during his crown princeship (wilayat ‘ahd1) (201-203 AH/816-818 AD) in
Khorasan. With this assumption and due to the historical nature of the sub-
ject, the descriptive-analytical method has also been used as the method of
processing this article. The intensification of the Shi‘T cultural atmosphere,
the strengthening of justice-promotion as an important norm in governance
through the construction of distinct dichotomies in the governance procedure
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of the institution of Imamate and the institution of Caliphate in the life of Imam Rida (A.S.) had a
direct impact on the revival of the idea of justice-demanding among government officials, which
has manifested in the form of writing a code of conduct for a just governance procedure (during the
reign of Tahir) and civilizational governance (with two components of justice-orientation and knowl-
edge-promotion) during the reign of his son (‘Abdullah), is dealt with in this research.

Keywords:
Justice-oriented Sira of Imam Rida (A.S.); Abbasid Ma’miin; Justice; Khorasan; Tahirids;
Civilizational Governance.

1.Introduction

One of the oldest governance codes of conduct in post-Islamic Iran is the Justice-oriented
code of conduct of Tahir b. Husain, the founder of the Tahirid state of Khorasan (205-251
AH/820-865 AD). This text has been the subject of discussion and study by researchers
from various angles, one of which is the attempt to find the origin of this code of conduct,
and two different perspectives can be obtained from examining these studies:

First Viewpoint: The tradition of writing letters admonition common in
ancient Iran is the basis for the formation of this code of conduct

Based on this perspective, the practice of writing letters of admonition was one of the
common practices in Iran during the Sassanid era, which was also transferred to the Islam-
ic era of Iran, and the first letter of admonition in the Islamic era was written by Tahir b.
Husain, the founder of the Tahirid state of Khorasan (205-251 AH/820-865 AD). The main
extra-textual evidence of Tahir’s letter of admonition by the proponents of this view is the
proof of the Iranist tendencies observed in some of the actions of Tahir b. Husain (r. 205-
207 AH/820-822 AD) and sometimes his son ‘Abdullah b. Tahir (r. 215-230 AH/830-844
AD), such as proving to be belonging to Iranian lineage and boasting about it, being raised
in families among Iranian peasants, and relations with the Iranist Shu‘libiyya movement.
The main intra-textual evidence of this code of conduct is the similarity between its topics
and the letters of admonition of the Sassanid era, such as the belief in the ruling agency
representing Ahiira Mazda on earth, supporting religion, the protection of borders, pros-
perous development, and administering justice as the most important duties of the king or
sultan. The proponents of this view have also undermined the evidence that indicates this
dynasty’s inclination toward Arab-Islamic culture, such as the ties of allegiance between
this dynasty and the Arab Khuza’1 tribe that migrated to Khorasan, the boasting of Di‘bil
Khuza’1 about supporting this dynasty in his poems, the attribution of Arabic poems to
‘Abdullah b. Tahir, his opposition to the Iranian tales of Wamiq and ‘Adhra, and the lack
of clear support for the expansion of the Persian language, as seen in the policies of the
Samanid state (Sakha, Javad et al., 95-115, 1939; Allahyari et al., 16-29, 1389 sh./2010).
However, what distorts this view is that, firstly, the Sasanian Empire did not disappear
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in the semblance of a popular and oppressed system when it collapsed. Because neither
the Zoroastrian religion had its previous popularity in Iranian society (Zarrinkoub 1/ 159:
1355 sh./1976), nor the Sasanian government that propagated it (Ehsan Yarshater and oth-
ers, 269: 1380 sh./2001/). Otherwise, the Iranians would never abandon their religion and
government, and instead of seriously resisting the Muslim invasion, they would not wel-
come the invaders and did not rush to guide and help the invaders to bring about a quicker
collapse of the Sasanian government (Dehghanpour, Masoumi, 68-69: 1391 Sh./2012).
Secondly, Islam, as a religion with common features with Zoroastrianism on the one hand,
and enjoying simple and feasible instructions for the general public, and not being forced
to accept Islam by the order of Islam itself, which considered Iranians to be people of the
Book, did not put the lives of the general Iranians at religious risk so that they became hated
by the Iranians, and that they would dream of the return of the Sassanid and the Zoroastrian
religion. Thirdly, there is no historical claim in the sources from people like Tahir or his
son ‘Abdullah after their coming to power in order to revive the Sassanid system and its
supporting religion (Zoroastrianism). Fourthly, in principle, similarities cannot necessarily
be an example of imitation. Fifthly, before Tahir was born, the Khorasanis had experienced
the overthrow of the Umayyad Caliphate and the establishment of the Abbasid Caliphate,
rather than the revival of the Sassanid state, with an Islamic and Shi‘T slogan. Therefore,
the impressionability of Tahir and his children (Isfahani, 2/120: 1368-1374 Sh./1989-1995)
from Islamic and then Shi‘T culture in those historical circumstances in writing the gover-
nance code of conduct is very natural and requires no argument.

Second Viewpoint: Tahir’s being influenced by the letter of Imam Ali
(A.S.) to Malik Ashtar in writing the code of conduct

This view is the exact opposite of the first view and considers Tahir b. Husain to be influ-
enced by the letter of Imam Ali (AS) to Malik Ashtar in writing the code of conduct. The
proponents of this view have sometimes tried to describe the atmosphere of Khorasan,
which was replete with Shi‘T beliefs a century before the presence of Imam Rida (A.S.) in
Khorasan, and which reached its peak in the two years of his presence as the crown prince
in Khorasan, and the influence of the Tahir dynasty from this atmosphere, in order to de-
scribe the writing of Tahir’s letter of admonition on the subject of governance as influenced
by their awareness and inclinations towards Shi’ism, which caused him to be aware of
and to imitate Imam Ali’s letter to Malik Ashtar, and to strengthen their view based on the
content of justice-promotion in both letters and the similar order of admonitions contained
in both texts (Akbari, 62-81: 1394 sh./2015). Sometimes, in comparing the text of these
two political letters of admonition, they have tried to show Tahir’s spiritual adaptation of
the letter of Imam Ali (A.S.) to Malik Ashtar, while expressing the differences in terms
of minor topics between them and also in terms of the quality of the Arabic used in these
two texts, by explaining the similarities between these two governance letters of conducts
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(Travanizadeh, 17-32: 1431 AH/1389 Sh./2010). Regarding this view, it is also worth-men-
tioning that to prove this view, mere similarity of the text is not enough, as it must be
proven that the letter of Imam Ali (A.S.) was available to Tahir at that time, because the
oldest writings and collections related to this letter date back to the fourth century (Dashti,
232-233: 1368 Sh./1989).

Third Viewpoint: Tahir’s being influenced by the sira of Imam Rida
(A.S.) in writing the justice-oriented code of conduct in governance
What is mentioned in this study as the third viewpoint and puts the researcher on the path
to proving it in view to further evidences, is Tahir and his son Abdullah’s (the two early
Tahirid rulers) being influenced by Imam Rida (A.S.), one in writing the code of conduct
for establishing a justice-oriented governance, and the other in setting up governance based
on the same code of conduct. That is because with the coming of Imam Rida (A.S.) to
Khorasan and the contrivance of conditional crown princeship, which was unknown in the
succession system until that era, and the theoretical and practical presentation of a style of
justice-oriented sira that emerged in contrast to the general method of governance of the
caliphs, it caused a mental break in the people and among a number of statesmen and pre-
sented a new image of a new method of governance that was in complete accordance with
human nature, Qur’anic policy-making, and Prophetic governance. This was while the
Imam (A.S.) did not interfere in any state affairs, but his ethics as the Abbasid crown prince
caused an important change in the social and political culture of Khorasan. Thereby, the
short-term impact of the Imam’s presence in Khorasan (201-203 AH/816-818 AD) and its
medium-term impact on the new way of establishing the Tahirid government in Khorasan
can be seen only two years after the martyrdom of Imam Rida (A.S.). The Tahirid Dynasty’s
relationship with the Shi‘Ts before and after the coming of Imam Rida (A.S.) to Khorasan
and the emergence of contradicting dualities between the institution of caliphate-Imamate
during the crown princeship of Imam Rida (A.S.) were evident in the culture of achieving
political power, the political culture of governance, the purpose of establishing government
in Islamic culture, and the governance that emerged from it, and led to the emergence of
Tahir b. Husain’s justice-oriented code of conduct and the foundation of regional indepen-
dence-secking with the establishment of the Tahirid government and the emergence of the
civilizational governance of the Tahirid ‘Abdullah (215-230 AH/830-844 AD).
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