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Religious poetry has held a special place in the literature of Muslim na-
tions from time immemorial; however, it should not be neglected to ana-
lyze these types of works using new critical approaches, as this leads to a
deeper exploration of the layers and hidden content within the work and a
more comprehensive understanding of the poet and his literary production.
The present study seeks to examine the poems “Al-Haram Al-Mani’” by
the late Gherawi Isfahani and “Sham’e Welayat” by the Sahebkar-which
both focus on Imam Reza and were composed in the second half of the
14th century-within the framework of the American school of comparative
literature and the critical discourse analysis approach based on Norman
Fairclough’s theory. Some of the findings indicate that in the poem “Sh-
am’e Welayat”, at the level of description, the main actor is the poet him-
self and the main undergoer is Ma’moun. The poem employs hierarchical
classification schemes and shows a clear alignment and harmony between
the vocabulary and the ideology underpinning the text. It draws upon the
themes of “Ziyarat-e Jame’ah Kabirah” and is largely based on personal
experiences. Above all, this poem aims to influence the cognitive structure
of the audience and focuses mainly on the intellectual growth of the fol-
lowers of the Imam In contrast, the poem “’Al-Haram Al-Mani’” presents
a broader situational context and has a firmer historical structure compared
to “Sham’e Welayat”. It addresses both the virtues of Imam Reza and nar-
rates his life history and hardships. Furthermore, through intertextuality
and by employing the story of Prophet Moses allegorically, it attempts to
establish the superiority of Imam Reza. This poem criticizes the inconsis-
tencies between domination, its behaviors, and actions with the traditions
from the time of the Prophet to reveal the negative face of domination
clearly to all. The poet, in this endeavor, relies more than on any other
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source on the Quran and narrations from the infallible Imams to persuade his audience and uses
declarative and positive sentences extensively—likely to have a stronger impact on society, gover-
nance, and the future of humanity.

Keywords: Fairclough discourse analysis, Razawi poetry, Gherawi Isfahani, Thabihollah
Sahebkar.

This research conducts a comparative study of two Razawi poems “Al-Haram
Al-Mani’” by Gherawi Isfahani and “Sham’e Welayat” by Thabihollah Sahebkar
employing Fairclough’s Critical Discourse Analysis theory. Both written in the
second half of the fourteenth century, reveal the similarities and differences in
the mental frameworks of the two poets through their praises of Imam Reza Both
focus on events from the period of Imam Reza. Using Fairclough’s discourse
analysis theory, this research examines the hidden mechanisms in these poems
and their relation to the contextual knowledge of the audience and Secondary
questions address descriptive features, intertextuality, situational context, and
the dominant discourse and its societal impact. Previous studies have also com-
pared Razawi poems and It’s aim is to identify the intellectual and literary com-
monalities between these poets in their poetry dedicated to Imam Reza and to
present them as intellectual models for the Islamic community and The research
is influenced by the American school of comparative literature, which emphasiz-
es comparison without the necessity of historical symmetry and It also employs
a descriptive-analytical method and analyzes the ideology embedded in texts.
Norman Fairclough uses a model for text analysis: description, interpretation,
and explanation. The description level concerns the external context of the work,
lexical relations, and meanings, including three main axes: vocabulary, grammar,
and textual structure. This level examines experiential, social, and expressive
values involved in the formation of the text. The vocabulary section analyzes
types of expressions, semantic relations, and ideological vocabulary; the gram-
mar section explores dominant participants and sentence types. This research
examines the two poems at these three levels. The aesthetic features and types of
connections are significant, and in the structural part, topics such as sequences
and extensive structures are considered.

In describing the discourse features of the two poems, the description level in
“Al-Haram Al-Mani’” covers vocabulary, grammar, and textual structures. Ex-
periential values begin with the word “Reza,” referring both to the Imam’s name
and the concept of contentment. Gherawi Isfahani portrays Imam Reza as having
accepted divine tests “with contentment.” References to Ma’moun with words
like “woe” and “betrayal” establish hatred toward the enemies of Ahl al-Bayt and
indicate his fate after the Imam’s martyrdom and The vocabulary used in this text
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affects not only the lexical dimension but also the overall structure of the text. At
first, Imam Reza’s qualities and sufferings are praised and likened to the Prophet
Muhammad (peace be upon him). Later parts prepare for criticism of those re-
sponsible for the Imam’s martyrdom and openly curse Ma’moun. Key terms such
as “Al-Haram Al-Mani’” and “his grave” refer to the place of the Imam’s body.
The contrast between vocabulary related to the Imam and to Ma’moun depicts
the concept of good versus evil and Angels act as intermediaries to strengthen the
audience’s feelings toward the Imam and the injustice done to him.

The poet praises and honors Imam Reza in his verses, preserving his dignity using
formal vocabulary. The comparison of the Imam’s characteristics to the Prophet
points to their ideological alignment. In “Al-Haram Al-Mani’,” consisting of 15
verses, most sentences are declarative, with only two being interrogative or sup-
plicatory. This emphasis on positive expression and specific discourse structures
clearly shows that the poet seeks to honor Imam Reza and curse Ma’moun Abba-
si. Dividing the poem, the poet seeks a special message and depicts a hierarchy
of power, using mainly third-person pronouns to narrate the historical story from
his perspective. The poem is not merely a literary work but contains historical
elements encouraging reflection. The frequent use of the conjunction “and” over
“then” indicates the poet’s effort to maintain clarity. The change in subjects and
their roles involves the participation and diversity of agents, but the poet mainly
criticizes Ma’moun as the principal actor. Ideological metaphors also convey
specific goals to the audience and the poet uses interrogative and supplicatory
references, indicating that love for Imam Reza dominates him, transforming him
into a receptive agent. Ultimately, his transformative process is explained to the
audience, reflecting the depth of his thought and internal transformation and the
poet’s self-affirming receptivity distinguishes him from purposeful agents. His
positive descriptions confirm the ideology governing his thoughts. In expressing
his good state, the poet speaks from deep within, using first-person singular rath-
er than plural pronouns to share his personal experience.

The poem “Al-Haram Al-Mani’” refers to Imam Reza’s virtues and exalted sta-
tus and discusses the glory of his shrine and Ma’moun Abbasi’s efforts to ex-
tinguish his guiding light. The poet elaborates on the features of Imam Reza’s
conduct and highlights its importance for the audience. The poem’s theme in-
cludes Imam Reza’s virtues and sufferings, founded on narrations and Quranic
verses. In the first two verses, the poet mentions Imam Reza’s contentment and
the origin of his name. He also alludes to the Prophet’s Ascension (Mi’raj) and
proximity to God. The poet uses the story of Prophet Moses as a metaphor to
demonstrate Imam Reza’s superiority, recounting the Imam’s high rank. Moses
and Muhammad are compared in terms of prophethood, indicating the superiori-
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ty of Muhammad’s prophethood over others. The Twelve Imams (peace be upon
them) from their lineage share this virtue. The poet refers to Imam Reza’s ethical
virtues and regards him as the Prophet’s representative. Imam Reza’s shrine is
known as the site of angels’ prostration, mentioned in narrations. It is also a place
frequented by angels for descent and ascent, emphasizing the Imam’s greatness
and nearness to God.

The explanation phase describes discourse as part of a social process, repro-
ducing background knowledge through interpretation and explanation to clarify
the connection between text and society. Everyday life is shaped by social ac-
tions founded on shared human rationality. The discourse of religious texts like
“Al-Haram Al-Mani’” introduces Imam Reza and critiques the discordance of
his contemporary government with prophetic tradition. This discourse urges the
Imam’s devotees to spread prophetic traditions in society through knowledge
gained from him. Likewise, the poem “Sham’e Welayat” emphasizes establish-
ing a connection with the Ahl al-Bayt and benefiting from their guidance, calling
the audience to abandon worldly habits and emulate their conduct.

The dominant discourse of the poems presents the Ahl al-Bayt, particularly Imam
Reza, as the essence of creation and highlights their superiority. Approaching
them enhances human worth, and lowly desires should be shunned. The Arabic
poem offers a documented narrative featuring Imam as the agent and Ma’moun
as the recipient, while in the Persian poem, all roles are attributed to the Imam.
Both poems center Imam Reza, with various allusions. The Arabic poem uses
narrations and the Quran for persuasion, while the Persian poem is based on
personal experiences. Their effects differ.

Social and political changes significantly influence scientific fields like psy-
chology and cognitive sciences and help develop individuals playing effective
roles in society. The Arabic poet mainly uses positive declarative sentences to
act as a narrator of historical events. In “Sham’e Welayat,” alignment between
vocabulary and ideology is evident, with Imam as the main character. The most
significant sources for “Al-Haram Al-Mani’” are three historical and Quranic
narrations, and for “Sham’e Welayat,” themes from “Ziyarat al-Jami’ah al-Kabi-
rah,” indicating rich content in both. “Al-Haram Al-Mani’” more strongly affects
society’s future and governance, whereas “Sham’e Welayat” mainly influences
the audience’s intellectual structure.
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