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The Alids have always been considered a political opposition group with-
in the Abbasid rule. With the increase in protest movements during the
era of Imam Reza (AS), the Abbasid caliph Ma’mun attempted, through a
soft-power strategy, to both suppress these protest movements and elimi-
nate the spirit of protest and uprising against usurping governments from
society. Upon discerning this design, Imam Reza (AS) engaged in a three-
pronged confrontation: to thwart the implementation of Ma’mun’s plan,
to sustain the spirit of protest and uprising in society by introducing a
standard model for protest movements, and also to identify deviant protest
movements. This research essentially seeks to answer the question: How,
and based on what propositions and components, did Imam Reza (AS) pre-
serve and guide the protest movements endorsed by the Imamate current?
To answer this question, it seems necessary first to enumerate the types of
protest movements in the era of Imam Reza (AS) and then, in the second
stage, answer the main question. The findings of this article, which are
based on library research methods, historical sources, and data analysis,
will categorize the typology of protest movements into four types: Govern-
ment-seeking, Reform Movement, Deviation, and Method. Furthermore,
Imam Reza (AS) endeavored to sustain the spirit of protest in society and
transmit it to future generations of Shi’a by introducing the necessary com-
ponents of the standard model for protest movements.
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Introduction

The Problem

The Razavi era was full of protest movements that considered themselves con-
nected to Imam Reza (AS). After the fall of the Umayyads, when the Abbasid
branch of the Hashimi branch took power, the Alawites were always opposed
to the Abbasids. However, among the Alawites, the Hassani branch had a much
more aggressive approach towards the Abbasids. In such a situation, Ma’mun, as
the Abbasid caliph, tried to manage and suppress these protest movements after
overcoming the internal rivals of the Abbasid family. Ma’mun al-Rashid had two
paths ahead of him in the face of the protest movements.

1. Adopting a policy of repression
2. Managing protest movements

In order to achieve a peaceful caliphate, Ma’mun tried to manage all protest
movements with a Shiite approach in a soft and political way by proposing
the succession of Imam Reza (AS). In response to this policy, while managing
Ma’mun’s succession plan, he tried to neutralize Ma’mun’s goals by presenting
the correct model of protest. This research is actually trying to answer the ques-
tion of how and based on what components did Imam Reza (AS) preserve and
guide the protest movements approved by the Imamate? To answer this question,
it seems that we should first enumerate the types of protest movements in the era
of Imam Reza (AS) and then answer the main question in the second stage.

2. Method

The method used in this article is at two levels of data collection and data anal-
ysis. In the data collection stage, using documentary and library methods and
primary historical sources, historical statements were selected and collected in
the form of a file, and in the data analysis stage, the research was conducted by
analyzing and interpreting the historical statements.

3. Theoretical foundations

The approach of this research in analyzing Shiite political thought is based on
the following principles.

3.1. Preserving Shiite identity
3.2. Acute political struggle
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3.3. Supporting the principle of protest action
3.4. Supporting protest movements within the framework of

3.5. Observing the principle of taqiyyah

4. Types of protest movements

Protest movements of the Razavi era can be typified in terms of their nature and
origin, as well as their purpose and goal.

4.1. Typology of protest movements in terms of purpose and goal

4.2. Protest movement in terms of nature and origin

5. Planning for managing protest movements

To suppress the successive uprisings of the Alawites, Mamun summoned Imam
Ali ibn Musa al-Rida (a.s.) from Medina to Marw and forcibly made him his
crown prince. With a realistic understanding of the situation in society, he tried to
turn threats into opportunities in the position of a strong planner. First, he tried to
seize the position of the Imam in the Shiite school by granting the crown prince
to Imam Reza (a.s.) and manage the protest movements by sharing power with
the Alawites.

5.1. Realistic understanding of the situation

Perhaps the first point in the difference between Ma’mun’s planning and that of
the previous caliphs was that Ma’mun had a correct and accurate understanding
of the situation of the society compared to the previous caliphs. He knew very
well that important parts of the land of his caliphate were in the group of love of
the Ahl al-Bayt (a.s.).

5.2. Turning a threat into an opportunity

Ma’mun was well aware of the interest of the public opinion of the society
towards the Ahl al-Bayt (a.s.) and the Alawites. Therefore, by granting the po-
sition of governor to Imam Reza (a.s.), he tried to disarm the Alawites in their
rebellions and to increase the public opinion of the society and his supporters.

5.3. Seizing the personality of the Imam (a.s.)

He tried to seize the popular position and base of Imam Reza (a.s.) for his
caliphate and benefit from it. Granting the position of governor also brought
another result to the Abbasid caliphate, which was the invitation of the Imam
(a.s.) to his imamate; In a way, it was also considered an invitation to the Abbasid
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Caliphate.
5.4. Sharing power

Ma’mun tried to manage the protest movements against him by sharing power
with the Alawis. Therefore, the fact that the Alawis recognized the Abbasid Ca-
liphate was considered a great advantage for them. In this way, the independent
aspect of the title of Imamate of the Alis was lost forever.

6. Imam Reza’s measures to counter

Imam Reza, who had faced an intelligent and multifaceted design, tried to neu-
tralize Ma’mun’s soft design using methods.

6.1. Understanding Ma’mun’s design

The first action of Imam Reza, peace be upon him, was to explore the angles of
Ma’mun’s clever goals. The Imam devoted all his efforts to taking measures to
make Ma’mun hopeless in achieving his goals.

6.2. Taking advantage of opportunities

Although Imam Reza (AS) initially did not accept both the caliphate and the
governorship, when he was forced to accept this position with reluctance, he
tried to make the most of the political space provided. Therefore, by removing
the bottlenecks in the life of the Shiites, the foundations of Shiism were estab-
lished.

6.3. Explaining the position of the Imam

In Shiite thought, the appointment of the Imamate is a sacred position appointed
by God, but Al-Ma’mun tried to desecrate it; in addition to reducing its position,
he also confiscated this capacity in favor of the Abbasid Caliphate. Realizing
this issue, Imam Reza (AS) tried to distinguish the position of the Imamate in the
school of Ahl al-Bayt (AS).

6.4. Denial of sharing in power

Imam Reza (AS) spent all his efforts to deny his participation in the Abbasid
Caliphate. The Imam accepted the governorship on the condition that he would
not interfere in the dismissals and appointments and would not accept any re-
sponsibility.

6.5. Introducing the Standard Protest Movement

The most important part of this research is this axis. The Imam made a great
effort to both cleanse the Shiite school of deviant protest movements by intro-
ducing the standard model in protest movements, in contrast to Ma’mun’s plan,
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and to eliminate the spirit of uprising and protest; in contrast to Ma’mun’s plan
to eliminate the spirit of uprising and protest;

7. Conclusion:

Protest movements have always emerged as realities of social life. These move-
ments have greater power and influence when they arise from belief and ideolo-
gy. With the coming to power of the Abbasids, various groups and currents in so-
ciety launched protest movements against this political system. The era of Imam
Reza (AS) was the peak of the plurality and expansion of protest movements in
the Islamic world. Ma’mun Abbasi, considering the socio-political conditions of
the society he ruled, tried to manage the spirit of protest and uprising in society
by designing a precise plan. To achieve this goal, he tried to benefit from the
position of Imam Reza’s Imamate against Islam. Imam Reza (AS) also tried to
take measures to eliminate the spirit of protest from Ma’mun through multifac-
eted analysis. Imam Reza (AS) while confronting this design of Ma’mun, also
introduced the model of a standard protest movement and distinguished it from
deviant protest movements.
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