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Razavi Culture, rooted in the teachings of Imam Reza (A.S.) and the
knowledge of the Ahl al-Bayt, is one of the most valuable aspects of Is-
lamic and Shia culture, playing a crucial role in shaping the religious and
social identity of Muslims, especially Shia. In this regard, this study aims
to examine the causes and strategies behind the distancing from Razavi
culture among some Iranian citizens and its consequences, analyzing the
phenomenon from the perspective of cultural and religious theories. For
this purpose, the qualitative method and Strauss and Corbin’s grounded
theory approach were employed. The necessary data were collected from
in-depth interviews with 25 individuals from different groups in the city
of Tabriz. The results of the research indicate that the focused codes for
causal conditions include factors such as social transformation, the decline
of institutional legitimacy, secularism discourse, and cultural colonization.
In the section on contextual conditions, structural economic crises, cultural
pluralism, the collapse of the epistemic system, and instability in the family
education system were identified as key contexts. The intervening codes
refer to the role of ideological conflicts, a rupture in epistemic mediation,
the haste in global integration, and the consumerist information market.
Finally, considering two strategies of acceptance and resistance by soci-
ety, which were presented as individual reactions to this phenomenon, the
consequences of distancing from Razavi culture manifested as a legitimacy
crisis, nationalism and ethnocentrism, social-political divergence, decline
in soft power, secularization of political discourse, collapse of normative
order, identity vacuum, erosion of social solidarity, identity entropy, and
disintegration of the educational structure.
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Introduction

In this study, to find a wider understanding of the factors behind some individuals
distancing themselves from Razavi culture, one can apply diverse theories. Human
nature moves toward seeking the truth and spirituality—that is the very specific the-
ory by Allameh Tabataba’i in his works in 1995 and by Martyr Motahhari in 1994.
In this research, alienation from Razavi culture might be viewed as a deviation from
divine nature and a natural course of humanity in its quest for the divine. Negative
social, economic, and ideological consequences are causal conditions. Conversely,
the Islamic community theory by Ayatollah Sadr’s (1983) emphasized the need for
Muslim unity and solidarity so much that divergences at social and cultural levels
could weaken unity and reduce acceptance of Razavi culture. In this case, weakening
social cohesion can be considered as a background condition for the purposes of this
analysis.

Moreover, the social justice theory of Sayyid Qutb (1982) and Martyr Motahhari (1994)
in treating social and economic inequalities reveal their impacts on feelings of injustice
and distancing from religious cultures. Concepts related to social inequalities and injus-
tices might be considered as being key factors in analyzing the distancing from Razavi
culture. Regarding the Islamic epistemology, Ayatollah Javadi Amoli (2011) has put for-
ward that correct knowledge is important from Islamic perspectives and indicates that
changes in the epistemological systems can weaken the religious and cultural values. All
these changes of causal conditions can be considered as influential factors in the distanc-
ing from Razavi culture.

Finally, this research agrees with the Western theories of modernization and seculariza-
tion as enunciated by Huntington, (1999), and Wilson, (2013) that indicate that moder-
nity and globalization pressures can threaten traditional and religious cultures. That is,
the theory of Gramsci (2015) about cultural hegemony is dominated by the prevailing
cultural groups and how these impact transforming religious values, while the value
systems theory of Inglehart (2011) focus on changing value systems and its influences
on social behavior that can explain many causal codes, particularly this research’s core
code. Besides, Said (1995) in his theory of cultural imperialism talks about foreign pow-
ers and the impact on native cultures, which can arguably be added as a major variable
in analyzing distancing from Razavi culture. The analyses thus go ahead to provide an
understanding of how the various theories interrelate with causal, contextual, and inter-
vening conditions and what impact they have on distancing from Razavi culture.

Since the weakening of Razavi culture in society is perceived, people react by accepting
or resisting through two different ways: 1) acceptance strategies; this refers to the ways
of people or social groups in how they adjust to the cultural and social changes. Exam-
ples are through processes like cultural assimilation, adaptation to the dominant dis-
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course, and internalization of new values. In the case of multiple factors that may weak-
en the Razavi culture, such as media hegemony, the extension and spread of secularist
discourse, and instability within family educational systems, most people start accepting
and internalizing such emerging values instead of resisting these changes. These groups
or individuals perhaps accommodate to a dominant culture in various ways to keep their
social status, psychological security, or even enforce conformity to their surrounding en-
vironment. While these strategies of acceptance can make an individual comfortable in a
new environment, in time it can result in much deeper changes of personal and collective
identity and further weaken traditional culture.

On the other hand, resistance strategies refer to the ways in which individuals or social
groups make use of measures for protecting their identity and values in the face of cultur-
al and social changes. Those strategies can include those to maintain and strengthen local
identities, to return to traditional values, and to protect themselves from the onslaught of
cultural influence. When culture is weakened due to the pressures of globalization, the
hegemony of media, or the expansion of secular discourses, some segments of society
in Razavi perceive the threat. Such resistance may take such forms as stressing religious
teachings, fostering local values, and organizing social or cultural groups to safeguard
Razavi culture. Besides maintaining identity and values in a traditional manner, the strat-
egies of resistance could also bring about a sense of social coherence among the resisters.
Such resistances become crucially important for effectively counteracting hegemonic
processes and for the prevention of cultural decline.

The implications of the weakened Razavi culture for social, cultural, and political di-
mensions are wide-ranging and complicated. These implications interact with each other,
creating the basis for the in-depth analysis of structural and semantic changes. It seems
that the implications of the weakened Razavi culture can be explained within several key
areas. For instance, one of the main implications brought by the collapse of normative
order is the weakening of Razavi culture. The Razavi culture used to act as the system
of norms for society, identifying social rules and norms. With the weakening of this cul-
ture, the existing normative order becomes disturbed, and the search for new rules and
norms starts, which may bring a possible risk of social instability and confusion of the
social structure. One in such situation faces uncertainty not only concerning proper and
improper behavior but also only amplifies anti-social phenomena and social deviations.

Identity voids and spiritual crises are further by-products of the weakening of Razavi
culture. The process happens gradually: when religious and spiritual culture weakens,
it throws people into identity crises, with confusion and detachment regarding identity.
Identity vacuums of this type can let loose spiritual crises in which the persons experi-
ence deeper crises in respect of the meaning of life and place in society. This leads to
increased anxiety and depression in society. Reduced social cohesion and the entropy of
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identity are other consequences of weakened Razavi culture. When the binding power
of Razavi culture weakens, social bonding and cohesion among members of that society
diminish. This brings about the entropy of identity, in which individual and collective
identities both become unstable and very fragile. This entropy can result in individualism
and weak social coherence, leading to a weak sense of belonging to society and social
collectivities.

The collapse of the educational structure, as well as the institutionalization of values, are
other results of weakening Razavi culture. Educational institutions, which have been so-
cialized under the Razavi culture, would crumble with its weakening, and this reduction
in the influence of educational institutions may result in a weakening ability to transmit
cultural and religious values. The present institutionalization of the values developing
and keeping cultural and social values is in crisis, while people do not hesitate to drift
towards new non-native values. Other important results of the erosion of Razavi culture
are the escalation of crises of legitimacy and growing nationalism and ethnicism. If the
impact of Razavi culture weakens, the crises of legitimacy in religious and governmental
institutions may bring about the decrease of public credibility and reduction of efficacy.
It is such a loss of legitimacy that could well pave the way for the rise of nationalism and
ethnicism as people look for surrogate identities and legitimacy in national and ethnic
affiliations.

Other impacts of the decline of Razavi culture are social-political divergence, as well
as a reduction of soft power on the international stage. Social political divergence is yet
another outcome of the weakening of Razavi culture. What this means is that, as social
and cultural cohesion is lessened, society will move towards social-political divergence,
which can increase inner tensions and reduce national integrity. In addition to this, the
undermining of religious culture, including Razavi culture that is taken as one of the
sources of soft power for the country at the international level, goes on to make a con-
siderable decline in the Persian Republic’s soft power on the global level and reduce its
diplomatic influence.

Another serious consequence of the weakening of Razavi culture is the secularization of
political discourses in the country. The greater this influence or power of Razavi culture,
the more political discourses move to secularization. All religious and spiritual matters
can be said to totally be stripped from politics and public policy-making at this juncture.
Secularization may even bring about fundamental changes in the structure and orienta-
tion of the society and politics. It may also weaken all the cultural and religious roots
relevant to the policy. Generally, the weakening of Razavi culture lies in more complex
and deeper consequences in social and cultural life overall that can drive into the vast
structural changes of society. These changes are not only limited with the internal ones
but can bring huge international implications.
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