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National unity, meaning the alignment and coordination of the components
of a political and social system, as the most important factor of national au-
thority, the foundation of development and progress, and reducing internal
and external threats, is of great importance for all countries. This matter is
of double importance for the Islamic Republic of Iran, which is faced with
the large number of efforts of the Arrogant Front to undermine its national
unity. For national unity, they list several factors such as: land and territory,
language, government, race and ethnicity, traditions and customs, intellectual
heritage, myths and heroes, and the like, and there is a consensus about their
role in strengthening national unity. But what is less mentioned is the role of
religion and religious teachings in national unity; Some people even consider
religion against national unity. This is despite the fact that religious beliefs
have a much more important role in the stability of national unity than other
factors. Considering the important role of religion and religious teachings in
shaping the national unity of Iranians, it is appropriate to examine the role of
Imam Reza’s teachings in this regard. The findings of this research, which
is organized in a descriptive and analytical way, shows that Imam’s emigra-
tion to Iran, advice for unity and avoiding differences, justice, protection of
human dignity, theoretical and practical confrontation with discrimination,
moral characteristics and his respect for other sects have played an inspiring
role in shaping and strengthening the national unity of Iranians in alignment
with Islamic teachings and Islamic unity.

Unity, National Unity, Biography of Imam Reza (AS), Words of Imam Reza
(AS).
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1. Introduction

The importance of unity in all social units, from the family, which is the most
fundamental unit, to larger units such as groups, associations, organizations,
society, and the country is accepted by everyone; Without the alignment and
convergence of the members of these units, it is not only possible to achieve
well-being, comfort, peace and happiness, which is one of the most important
and main goals of creating societies, but it is also impossible to continue the
survival and life of that unit. Based on this, the Holy Quran in numerous verses
and the Ahl al-Bayt (PBUH) in numerous traditions have called all Muslims to
unity based on common beliefs and to avoid division and have warned them of
its consequences. Therefore, the necessity and importance of Islamic unity is
clear and undeniable.

What is sometimes neglected or denied is the subject of national unity. Some-
one believe that the only accepted unity is religious unity based on common be-
liefs and Islam does not recognize national unity and other related concepts such
as nationality (nationalism/nationalism), national interests, national security and
national pride. Basically, they consider the plan of national unity in opposition to
Islamic unity and in line with the revival of obsolete cultures of the past. What
fueled this belief was the effort of some nationalists who try to revive the pre-Is-
lamic identity, confronting Islamic values and purifying the Persian language
from Arabic.

Today, national unity is so important that even if there is no mention of national
unity in religious teachings, nothing reduces its importance as an experience and
a rational method.

For the national unity of Iranians, experts enumerate several factors such as:
land and territory, language, government, race and ethnicity, traditions and ritu-
als, intellectual heritage, myths and heroes, and the like, and about their role in
strengthening national unity, there is a consensus, but these things do not have
the necessary stability to be able to build a unity based on it that can withstand
the increasing challenges and threats. Therefore, in order to strengthen national
unity, it is necessary to look for factors that have religious support to guarantee
national unity. We believe that not only religion is not against national unity, but
some religious orders can help to create national unity in a way that does not
conflict with Islamic unity.

With the belief that efforts to strengthen national unity is a religious and na-
tional duty, in this essay, the inspiring role of Imam Reza’s life and words in
strengthening the national unity of Iranians in connection with Islamic unity is
examined.
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Methods

The present research is based on analytical-descriptive method and with the
help of library sources, in order to examine the inspiring role of Imam Reza mea-
sure the correlation of this hadith with the rule in The Inspiring Role of Imam
Reza’s Teachings specially his emigration to Iran, in Strengthening the National
Unity of Iranians

Discussion and conclusion

National unity means the alignment and coordination of the components of a
political and social system.

Although in religious sources, there is no explicit mention of national unity
and other topics related to it, which is one of the newly emerging terms of the
contemporary period, but from the examination of verses and traditions, it can be
concluded that Islam agrees with national unity in its correct meaning or at least
it can be said that it is not against religious teachings and values and even it can
help to strengthen national unity in its true sense.

The Holy Quran also recognizes social units: “O people! We created you from
a male and a female and made you nations and tribes so that you may know one
another. Undoubtedly, the most honorable of you is the most pious in the sight
of God. Indeed, God is All-Knowing and All-Knowing” (Hujrat/13). The verse
clearly states that belonging to a group or society is not a criterion of superiori-
ty, the only criterion of valuing according to the Qur’an is piety; However, this
verse has not only denied the principle of grouping into categories under the
titles of branches and tribes, but has considered this grouping to be the will and
command of God. In the Qur’an and hadiths, people who are in a certain group,
such as family, relatives, and neighbors, are given more rights than people who
are not in these groups.

Among the important incidents that strengthened the national unity of Iranians
was the migration of Imam Reza (a.s.) to Iran. The emigration of Imam Reza
(AS) to Iran happened at a time when the Iranians were extremely disappointed
due to the deception of the Abbasids, the killing of Abu Muslim Khorasani and
the suppression of numerous uprisings. What was the cause of many of these
failures was the lack of support of the masses of the people for these indepen-
dence-seeking movements, as if there was a feeling that these movements were
against Islamic unity. In this situation, the visit of Imam Reza (AS) to Iran and
the highlighting of some characteristics of Shiism such as the love of the Ahl
al-Bayt (AS) created the feeling in Iranians that it is possible to think about the
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territorial unity of Iran within the limits of geographical borders without conflict
with Islam and Islamic unity. In addition, His Imam Reaza’s recommendations
for unity and avoiding differences, fair treatment with all people, both Muslim
and non-Muslim, preserving human dignity, theoretically and practically dealing
with discrimination, especially racial discrimination, and treating with respect
His Holiness with Differences and religions have played an inspiring role in
shaping and strengthening the national unity of Iranians in alignment with Islam-
ic teachings and Islamic unity.
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