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Article Type: The works Deposited for us from the family of the Prophet (PBUH) are
Research Article among the most prominent and beautiful texts in every period and time.

Therefore, this requires every researcher to use his scientific ability to dis-

cover the aesthetics of this great Islamic heritage and express it. Since words
Article History: have a great contribution to understanding the author’s style, evaluating the
craftsmanship and eloquence of the literary text, and understanding the ideas
of the text and its hidden and hidden themes, analyzing them as one of the
components of the literary text greatly helps the researcher to explore dif-
ferent aspects of the individual work by examining the category. Among
the different types of linguistic elements, knowing the words is a means of
accurately identifying the art and eloquence of the writings of the Infallible
Imam (A.S.) and distinguishing them from the style of the non-innocent, and
In Revised Form: since the supplications and prayers of the Infallible Imam (PBUH) are one
February 14, 2024 of the most important literary genres, and are considered one of the religions

of high literary importance in terms of language and speech; Given the im-

portance of this topic and the reliance on the descriptive analytical research
Accepted: method, this article has addressed this part of Imam Reza’s (PBUH) writings
April 22, 2024 and to investigate the category of choosing words and their different forms
in Imam Reza’s (PBUH) prayer. Mohammad Abtahi wrote a book entitled
(Al-Sahifa Al-Ridhawi Al-Jami’a) with the aim of answering questions such
as how words are used, their types and different functions in Imam Reza’s
(PBUH) prayer and their frequency in the variety. The methods and topics
were discussed. He used more abstract, symbolic, explicit and specific words
in his prayer and was interested in the compatibility of words with the topic
of prayer and the situations and topics used in it.
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Introduction

Human speech, when uttered within the bounds of ordinary terms, possesses
varying degrees of eloquence and fluency. At times, such utterances may take
on an elegant style, while at others they may be presented in a very weak and
indolent form. However, when such utterances emanate from chosen individuals
and the Imams, they are free from any weakness and frailty, and in such a state
they attain the pinnacle of eloquence and fluency, as if they are sprung from the
source of divine terms. These characteristics are always evident in the terms of
the infallible imams, for they are connected to the source of knowledge, con-
cepts, and divine terms. Their words bear a divine stamp. Thus, the works that
have been bequeathed to us by the family of the Prophet’s family are among the
most significant and beautiful texts in any era or time. Therefore, it is incumbent
upon each researcher, according to their own scientific ability, to discover the
beauties and expound upon the various aspects of this great Islamic heritage.
Since vocabulary plays a significant role in understanding the author’s style,
evaluating the artistry and eloquence of a literary text, and discerning the inner
and hidden thoughts and themes of a text, an investigation of them as a com-
ponent of a literary text can greatly assist the researcher in exploring various
aspects of a work by examining only one category.

Among the different types of linguistic elements, the study of vocabulary is a
way to accurately discern the artistry, eloquence, and fluency of the writings of
the infallible imams and to distinguish them from the style of non-infallible ones.
Since the prayers and supplications of the infallible imams are considered to be
one of the most important types of literary and religious texts, which are of high
literary importance in terms of language and speech, this article, considering the
importance of this topic and relying on the descriptive-analytical research meth-
od, focuses on this part of the works of Imam Reza (A.S.) and examines the cat-
egory of word choice and its various forms in the prayers of Imam Reza (A.S.)
which have been collected in a book entitled “Saheefah-eRazawiyyah Jamie” by
Movahed Abtahi, with the aim of answering questions such as how Imam Reza
(A.S.) uses vocabulary, its types and different functions in his prayers, and the
frequency of their use in the variety of styles and the recurrence of themes.

Method

The method of this research is to examine the prayers of Imam Reza (A.S.)
based on lexical spectrums. One of the classifications is the division of vocabu-
lary into sensory and abstract vocabulary. Words that refer to beliefs, qualities,
meanings, and mental concepts are abstract, while words that refer to real and
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tangible objects are concrete and sensory. The predominance of concrete words
(as opposed to abstract words) makes the style of the text sensory, while the
abundance of mental words makes the style abstract.

Another classification of vocabulary is divided into explicit and implicit vocab-
ulary. Explicit vocabulary refers to words that express their meaning in a clear
and transparent way. However, implicit vocabulary refers to words that express
their meaning in an allusive way. In other words, the explicit meaning, which
is the main concept of the word, is its lexical meaning and is usually found in
dictionaries. However, the implicit meaning is the emotional or affective part
of a linguistic expression, such as style, tone, emotional charge, and conceptual
meaning, which is in contrast to the static and fixed main and essential meaning,
and its explanation is difficult and context-dependent.

The third type of vocabulary classification is the division into marked and un-
marked vocabulary. This is because not all words carry the speaker’s mentality
and attitude in the same way. Some are neutral. In other words, they are devoid
of implicit meanings, concepts, and cultural and social values, while others carry
implicit and evaluative meanings. Based on this, linguists have divided words
into two categories: unmarked and marked.

Unmarked words are the most natural, simple, and yet fundamental words of a
language, which are called the nucleus. Marked words, in addition to referring
to a specific concept, also contain implicit meanings and value concepts that
reflect the attitude and perspective of the writer and speaker. The last type of this
classification is the examination of the generality and specificity of vocabulary.
In fact, whether words have a broad semantic range or whether they convey a
specific and limited meaning.

Discussion and Conclusion

Imam Reza (A.S.), drawing on Islamic and religious knowledge and with an
awareness of the details of the Sharia and his role as the leader of the Shia world,
has been more and more overt in his use of marked vocabulary. In fact, the words
he chooses have a specific religious, ethical, value-based, and cultural meaning
and reflect the speaker’s specific perception of the subject and his relationship
with his God. The choice of marked vocabulary with a cultural-religious, Islam-
ic, and value-based connotations indicates that the prayers originate from the
depths of the speaker’s religious awareness and insight. It also demonstrates how
these prayers can be applied to the formation and completion of parts of divine
knowledge and understanding, and how they are derived from the religious and
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cultural world of Islam. For example, words like “Culla® and “Caud are used
to describe God’s position in relation to what is being described. This shows the
speaker’s religious perception and high faith in God, and his differentiation be-
tween God and what is being described.

Furthermore, words like “ax )" ,“s 2t “allaall as™ and “c gall 223 reflect the
specific Islamic belief system of the Quran regarding the resurrection. The word
“z_¥ which is frequently used in Imam Reza’s prayers, carries meanings related
to the worldview and is consistent with faith and belief in the concept of Mah-
dism.

The results of this study show that the use of sensory and abstract vocabulary
is moderate in Imam’s prayers. The frequency of each type of vocabulary varies
depending on the topic of the prayer. Overall, abstract vocabularies are more
common, given the general format of the prayers and the frequent occurrence of
mystical and philosophical topics. Imam Reza (A.S.) used explicit vocabulary
more than implicit ones. He also strived to speak to God directly and without
barriers by using explicit words. In fact, he tried to use these words to define his
relationship with God, which can be extended to the relationship of all servants
and believers with God, in a clear and transparent manner. The praying structure
and its origin in a specific religion and school of thought have led Imam to use
more marked vocabularies and to match the type of them with the religious and
ideological aspects. Imam’s prayers are not separate from the religion and school
of thought of Islam. He mostly tried to use his vocabulary from the heart of the
high religious and Islamic concepts and culture, and to strengthen the reader’s
worldview. The use of specific vocabulary has turned Imam’s style into an ex-
emplary and illustrative text. A proper and desirable prayer between a servant
and his God lies behind the use of this type of vocabulary, which is consistent
with the content. The comprehensiveness of the request and the precise mention
of the requesters, the attention to maintaining the phonetic aspect of the speech,
and other religious and individual implications were all involved in the use of
this vocabulary. This allows the reader to use these prayers in relation to relevant
topics in their communication with God without the need for interpretation or
addition.
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