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On the issue of the possibility of seeing God in some authentic hadith books of
the Imamiyah, There is a hadith attributed to Imam Reza (p.b.u.h) according
to which the association of seeing God with faith in him in this world and the
hereafter is considered forbidden. Shiite thinkers have listed this hadith as one
of the difficult and ambiguous hadiths and have tried to explain its meaning;
But the problems that are noticed in their explanations indicate their inaccura-
cy. According to the intellectual foundations of the theologians of the time of
Imam Reza (p.b.u.h), an innovative solution can be proposed based on the op-
position of “obligation to faith” and “occurrence of essential knowledge”. And
the conflict between “seeing God” and “believing in Him” can be seen as re-
lated to the mentioned opposition. According to the intellectual foundations of
the theologians of the time of Imam Reza (p.b.u.h), an innovative solution can
be proposed based on the opposition of “obligation to faith” and “occurrence of
essential knowledge”. And the conflict between “seeing God” and “believing
in Him” can be seen as related to the mentioned opposition. But this solution
is not without problems; therefore, as stated by some thinkers, the attribution
of this hadith to the Imam should be negated, at least in the way it appears in
the hadith sources; especially, its content is in conflict with some verses of the
Qur’an and some hadiths.

seeing God, essential knowledge, acquired knowledge, faith, obligation.
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Introduction

The issue of God’s visibility has always been one of the issues of interest to
the followers of Abrahamic religions. In the Islamic world, in the first decades
after the Hijra, this issue occupied the minds of Muslims. In this regard, many
narrations of ahl-ul-bayt (peace be upon him), especially Imam Reza (peace be
upon him), have reached us. And all the narrations indicate that it is impossible
to see God Almighty through the senses and imagination, but the vision of the
heart is possible (cf. Tavakoli, 2016: 69-85). One of the difficult-to-understand
narrations attributed to Imam Reza (peace be upon him) regarding the possibil-
ity of seeing God is the report of Muhammad bin ‘obaid on the writing that the
Imam (peace be upon him) wrote in response to his written question about God’s
vision. Based on the narration of Kulaynt and Ibn babawayh, and based on the
description of most commentators, it can be translated as follows:

Muhammad bin ‘obaid says that: [ wrote a letter to Abul Hasan al-Reza (peace
be upon him). And I asked him about the vision and what the public and private
have narrated about it And I asked him to explain this issue to me. (In response
to my letter) the Imam wrote in his handwriting:

Everyone agrees on this and no one denies that the knowledge obtained through
seeing is a necessary knowledge; So if it is possible to see God with the eyes of
the head, the necessary knowledge belongs to God; Now, this necessary knowl-
edge is not outside of these two things: either it is faith or it is not faith; (A) If
the knowledge obtained by seeing is faith, then the knowledge that is acquired
in the world will not be faith, because this (acquired knowledge) is against it
(necessary knowledge) and in this case, there will be no believers in the world.
Because none of them have seen God Almighty; (A) If the knowledge obtained
by seeing is faith, then the knowledge that is acquired in the world will not be
faith, because this (acquired knowledge) is against it (necessary knowledge) and
in this case, there will be no believers in the world. had, because none of them
have seen God Almighty; (b) And if that knowledge resulting from vision is
not faith, in this case (according to the recording of “or disappears”): acquired
knowledge is not outside of two forms: Either it will disappear in the resurrec-
tion or it will not disappear. (According to the recording of “And it does not fade
away”): Acquired knowledge (with the occurrence of vision) will disappear in
the Day of Resurrection, while it is not possible to lose it in the Day of Resur-
rection, (so vision in the Day of Resurrection is also prohibited). This is a proof
that God Almighty cannot be seen with the eyes of the head, because the result
of (seeing with) the eyes is the same as we stated (Kulayni, 1986, Vol. 1: 96-97
and also see: Ibn babawayh, 1978: 109 -110).
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Assuming the authenticity of this narration issued by Imam Reza (peace be upon
him), an important question that can be asked is, what are the two opposing sides
in this narration? And does such a conflict include all possible divisions or not?
This narration, due to the special difficulty in its content, has made many thinkers
think and each of them in turn have tried to discover the two sides of the con-
tradiction raised in the narration; Some of them have introduced the sides of the
conflict as “necessary knowledge” and “acquired knowledge” (MIRDAMAD,
1982: 223), Some others have interpreted the contradiction as the existential op-
position of “sensory knowledge” and “rational knowledge” (SHIRAZI, 1987,
Vol. 3: 143-147). Some people have considered “weak knowledge” and “strong
knowledge” as two opposite sides (Astarabadi, 2008: 112-113). And some others
have spoken about the contradiction between the propositions that require the
acceptance of God’s sensory knowledge and the propositions that follow from
God’s intellectual knowledge (cf.: Faiz KASHANTI, 1985, Vol. 1: 380-381).

I, in a separate writing, discussed and criticized the explanations of the com-
mentators of this narration (tavakoli, 2023: 12-26) and pointed out that none
of those explanations have the ability to solve this narration. Some of them are
either correct in terms of content but do not agree with the “appearance of the
narrative” or they are not without problems in terms of content. Based on the
method of historical analysis of the text, it is possible to present a new solution
regarding what the two sides of the conflict are, based on which the possibility
of seeing God is negated by focusing on the conflict between “faith” and “seeing
God”. Explanation: If the contradiction mentioned in the narration means the op-
posite of “assignment to acquired knowledge” and “necessary knowledge”, then
the meaning of the narration is as follows: Faith, in the sense of knowing God, is
a duty commanded by God, in this case, if knowing God through senses is possi-
ble and is considered as faith: First of all, such knowledge cannot be a matter of
command and obligation in this world, because if it is a result for the slave, the
obligation to study it, because it is a command to study, is a futile matter. And at-
tributing such a thing to God is abominable and as a result, it is forbidden. Also,
if we assume that it is not existent for the slave and the god have seen the com-
mand to believe in the command to seek, in this case there will be no believer in
the world, because no one has seen God; therefore, the faith commanded by God
is an acquired knowledge. Secondly, it will not be possible to see with the eyes
in the Resurrection, which is not the “place of duty”; Because if the believers
who knew God in this world with acquired knowledge, see God in the Resurrec-
tion, their previous acquired knowledge will be lost. If we assume that acquired
knowledge cannot be combined with essential knowledge, and as a result, one
lacks faith, then because the deterioration of faith is prevented, then essential
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knowledge will not be obtained in the Resurrection. It seems that this interpre-
tation is not acceptable like the interpretations of the predecessors; Because it is
neither compatible with the rational rules nor with the religious teachings. And
it seems that the failure of the commentators is mainly related to the inaccuracy
of the content of the narration. The narration attributed to Imam Reza (peace be
upon him) is in conflict with the verses of the Qur’an and other narrations of the
Ahl al-Bayt (peace be upon him). And therefore, attributing it to Imam, with this
structure, is not acceptable. Especially since it is in conflict with other narrations
that have reached us from Imam Reza (peace be upon him). Some Shiite thinkers
also believe that the narrator of this narration did not narrate it in the same way
as it was or that the copyists took possession of it (Jilani, 1998, Vol. 1: 325), and
some others believe that its original was forged and made by the Waqifite. Have
known (Astarabadit, 2008: 112; Majzoub Tabrizi, 2008, vol. 2: 126).

In any case, the conflict of the narration with the verses of the Qur’an shows
that it cannot be considered as a “best debate” which is based on the facts of
the audience and based on the statement of Imam Reza (peace be upon him)
in this regard that: if the narrations contradict the Qur’an, they are denied (Ibn
babawayh, 1978: 111), its attribution to Imam Reza (peace be upon him) should
be declared rejected, or At least on the basis of other evidences and intellectual
contexts of that time as the narrator asked the Imam (peace be upon him) refer-
ring to them, it should be reconstructed.
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