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Article Type: The theory of intergenerational justice is a theoretical response to the prob-
Research Article lem of the environmental crisis and the threat to the rights of future gen-

erations, the purpose of which is to achieve a better quality of life for all

generations and to achieve the goals of sustainable development; despite the
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vi culture; the sum of the teachings of the Qur’an and the Sunnah and the
emphasis of Imam Reza’s speech and behavior indicate that the concept of
intergenerational justice is a duty to secure the rights of the future generation
and protect natural resources and the environment. It is social and moral
and consists of three dimensions of duty and environmental responsibility,
social solidarity and creation of equal opportunity, economic efficiency and
In Revised Form: sustainability of consumption, which are the dimensions of sustainable de-
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With the difference that in the discourse of the international law system, only
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obligations as a trustee to protect it for future generations as beneficiaries;
Also, in the mentioned culture, justice has a wide concept and in addition to
the field of creation, it also includes the fields of legislation and punishment.

Received:
July 06, 2023

Published Online:
December 21, 2024

Keywords sustainable development, Razavi culture, environmental responsibility, pub-
lic interest.

Cite this The Author (s): ghorbanzadeh, M; Soleymani, S. (2024). Analyzing the components of intergeneration-
al justice in international law and Razavi culture : Quarterly Scientific Journal of Farhang Razavi. Year 12, Issue
4, Winter 2024, Serial Number 48 — (221- 256)- DOI1:10.22034/farzv.2024.405492.1892

Publisheder: Unversity of Tehran Press




Analyzing the Components of Intergenerational Justice in International Law and Razavi Culture 222

Introduction

Despite the vital role of the environment on human life and the right of all gen-
erations to use environmental resources, global changes and the indiscriminate
use of public resources have led to severe and sometimes irreparable damage
to the environment, and difficult issues in Equality between different genera-
tions and societies has created the principle of intergenerational justice in the
use of this universal right; this principle means respecting equality and equal
opportunity for all generations in enjoying their rights and generally rejecting
any discrimination. In merit rights, every stakeholder has the right regardless
of any period and generation; The aforementioned principle is an inseparable
part of modern international law and everyone should prevent actions that cause
damage to the environment (Koren, 1998, p. 26), therefore the authorities and
domestic institutions, International organizations and authorities, especially the
United Nations, have started their efforts to find a way to protect the environ-
ment, reduce the amount of pollution and reduce the extent of damage caused to
it (Kiss and Shelton, 1991, p.37). In the process of development developments,
intergenerational justice is considered as a key concept in international law and
the protection of the environment and the use of natural resources and the rights
of future generations are respected as our rights;In fact, the theory of intergen-
erational justice is a theoretical response to the problem of the environmental
crisis and the threat to the rights of future generations, the purpose of which is
to achieve a better quality of life for all generations and to achieve the goals of
sustainable development; Despite the modernity of this theory in international
law and contrary to the views of some such as “White” and “Twin Bay” who
consider the teachings of religion to be specific to worship and a factor for ex-
cessive possession of nature and its destruction, and they believe that this issue
is only It has been the focus of international documents and the rights of future
generations have not been mentioned in religious sources, and therefore the only
way to overcome this crisis has been considered to be knowledge and new tech-
nologies, but the teachings of religions, especially religion Islam, especially the
culture of Razavi, not only reveals their wrong understanding of religious teach-
ings (Nahl/89: Tabarsi, 1/64). Rather, using some verses and narrations, it can
be said that the commands of religion do not have a purely religious dimension,
especially that in the dominant paradigm, sustainable development is directed
towards the right of future generations to exploit natural resources and the envi-
ronment, and where To be fair, Islam definitely has important things to say.
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Research Method:

The present research, which was conducted with an analytical-applied meth-
od, investigated the components and the place of “intergenerational justice” in
Razavi culture and international law, and aims to answer questions about “the
relationship between the dimensions of justice” What is intergenerationalism in
Razavi culture and sustainable development in international law? “What is the
place of respect for justice and the sense of responsibility from the environmen-
tal aspect in Razavi culture?” are they? And... it is.

Dimensions and components of intergenerational justice in Razavi
culture and international law

The total teachings of Quran and Sunnah and the emphasis of speech and be-
havior of Imam Reza (AS) indicate that the concept of intergenerational justice
for securing the rights of the future generation and protecting natural resources
and the environment is a social and moral duty and consists of three dimen-
sions: 1) duty and Environmental responsibility 2) social solidarity and creation
of equal opportunity 3) economic efficiency and sustainability of consumption
are the dimensions of sustainable development in international law;

With the difference that in the discourse of the international law system, only
the protection of the rights of future generations is considered, but in the Razavi
culture, the centrality of God and the elevation of the ontological approach of
man are emphasized; justice in international law is a necessary condition for
development. It is stable, but in the mentioned culture, it goes beyond the neces-
sary condition and continuity of life, but it is itself the same as the stability and
survival of life; Therefore, each generation receives all public prohibitions in
trust from previous generations and has obligations as a trustee to protect it for
future generations as beneficiaries; Imam Reza (AS) Imam Reza (AS) as a The
religious and political leader in preserving the environment and promoting the
concept of intergenerational justice is considered a model and a pioneer for all
people, and by emphasizing the importance of preserving the environment and
sustainable development, they have played an important role in promoting these
values; In Razavi’s approach, intergenerational justice has two material and spir-
itual dimensions; This means that if the goal of protecting the environment for
the future generations is only its material aspects, i.e. preventing the destruction
or protection of endangered environmental species, this cannot ultimately cause
the future generations to to be able to take advantage of environmental blessings,
rather protecting the environment for future generations is in the framework of a
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worldview in which humans, animals and plant species are not at the center, but
God is at the center of it.

Discussion and conclusion:

Paying attention to the life and health of all generations, including the future
generations, has a long history in Razavi culture; Madaqgah in the mentioned
culture indicates that justice has a wide concept in the mentioned culture and
in addition to the field of development, the fields of legislation and It also in-
cludes punishment; what is referred to in the Razavi tradition in connection with
the protection of the environment for future generations and considers a kind
of intergenerational justice, is the responsibility and divine duty of the present
generation and not just the responsibility. and takes into account the task of the
topic in order to protect the environment; In the opinion of Imam Reza (a.s.) the
earth belongs to all creatures and no group is allowed to occupy it however they
want and achieve their goals by corrupting and destroying nature, because the
earth is not their property and assuming that it is their property, Islam has limited
the possession of property and it can only be possessed within the framework of
Sharia rules, therefore, in the Razavi tradition, it is permissible to use blessings
in a way that promotes moderation, contentment, the well-being of the general
public, and the sustainability of consumption for the entire generation. be pro-
vided; Because from the point of view of Imam Reza (a.s.), nothing improves
countries and cities like the implementation of justice (Tamimi Amadi, 1366,
vol.: 688) and with justice, blessings increase. (Ibid., vol. 2: 397) In his words,
establishing justice, not wasting and ruining property, etc., played a significant
role in establishing intergenerational justice

And Imam Reza’s (AS) emphasis on “Hasan Tadbir” and “Destiny in Live-
lihood” indicates the necessity of planning in consumption and protecting the
rights of all human beings in using natural resources and condemning extrava-
gance and his advice to enjoin the good and forbid the evil with regard to Its wide
range somehow expresses his concern for justice even for the future generations.

Undoubtedly, following the life of Imam Reza (a.s.) and his pious fathers, in-
cluding preserving and respecting nature, can be effective in building a healthy
and dynamic society; Therefore, Razavi’s culture should spread in our life and be
a reformer of the life situation; Because public awareness and education related
to environmental protection, especially attention to religious education and relat-
ed to people’s beliefs, can play an effective role in establishing intergenerational
justice and controlling the environmental crisis.
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