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Introduction

Razavi poetry is a part of ritual poetry and includes poems written about Imam
Reza (a.s.). This type of poetry is a part of lyrical literature in which religious
and liturgical emotions of the poet are expressed through the use of an artistic,
poetic and lyrical language. This research has been carried out based on a de-
scriptive-analytical method with the aim of identifying and explaining the lyri-
cal indicators of the Razavi poems of the poet laureate Bahar and Ali Mousavi
Garmarodi. The study seeks to discuss the ways in which qualities of lyrical
literature are reflected in these poems. Results from the study show that the con-
tent and emotional indicators of lyricism are especially reflected in the form of
lamentations, birth poems, description of the face and moods of Imam and his
sufferings. Formal and linguistic indicators of lyricism in the poems under study
include the use of interrogative, declarative and exclamatory sentences with spe-
cial purposes, free-flowing and heavy meters, similes, metaphors, alliteration
and musical words as well as lyrical words and interpretations which are used to
induce special feelings. Ritual poetry is a term that has been increasingly used by
poets and researchers in recent decades; it is, in fact, a kind of extended religious
poem with many sensational topics and concepts at the center of its composition
(Abassi et al., 2019: 158).

The scope of this research includes Razavi poems by Mousavi Garmarodi in
the book Gushvara Arsh, the complete collection of ritual poems of the poet
laureate Bahar, which are included in collections of his poems. This research
examines Razavi poems of the two mentioned poets from the point of view of the
indicators of lyrical literature in both content and form of them, and shows that
these poems are prominent both in content indicators and in formal and linguistic
ones. Lyrical poetry and literature are among the most important types of world
literature. The word lyrical is a general and inclusive term that includes various
forms of poetry. Ritual and Razavi poems, which are full of the poet’s emotions
and feelings, expressing love and friendship to Imams and Ahl al-Bayt (AS), fall
under the category of lyrical poetry.

These poems are divided into different sorts such as prayers, vellai poetry, Ra-
zavi poetry, etc.; Therefore, Razavi’s poetry, which describes and laments Imam
Reza (AS), is one of the most important types of ritual poetry in Persian liter-
ature, especially in Constitutional era’s and contemporary literatures. The poet
laureate Bahar and Ali Mousavi Garmarodi are among important lyrical poets
and are the subject of the present research because they have written major ritual
poems, especially Razavi poems.
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Main discussion
1. Emotional indicators of lyrical literature in Razavi poems

Affection and feeling are the most important distinguishing features of lyrical
poetry. In fact, the deeper the poet’s emotions and the more delicate their feel-
ings, the more poetic their poem will be and the more penetrating and pleas-
ant their words will be; Therefore, feeling and emotions are the main features
and among the necessary conditions for lyrical literature (Mushtagh Mehr and
Bafker, 2016: 187).

1.1. Sad atmosphere

The predominance of sadness over joy and happiness is one of the import-
ant content elements in most Persian lyrical works (Shamisa, 2010: 125). This
sense is more notably visible in Razavi poems when describing the strangeness
of Imam Reza (a.s.).

1.2. Elegy

Elegy and lamentation are among other important themes in the expression of
emotions and lyrical feelings. This motif can be seen in Razavi poems mostly
when devoted to the martyrdom of Imam Reza (AS) and the events that hap-
pened to his family.

1.3. Religious festivals

Commemoration and remembrance of various important events such as the
birth of leaders, holidays and other special days are celebrated in all religions
and religious creeds (Ruh al-Amini, 1999: 15). The birthday of Imam Reza (a.
s.) is one of the most used themes in the Razavi poems of Bahar, unlike Mousavi
Garmarodi’s poems, which do not present this theme.

1.4. Complaining about the sufferings and the hardship that the Imams under-
went:

Expressing mistrust towards the times and highlighting the hatred of the cosmos
towards humans, especially Imam Ali (A.S.) and his tribe are frequent themes in
the poetry of Bahar and Garmarodi.

1.5. Descriptive approach in Razavi poetry:

Nature and its description are of the main themes in lyric poetry and are, like-
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wise, among the important features in the poems of Razavi Garmarodi and the
poet lureate Bahar.

2. Lyrical literature

In addition to emotional and sensational indicators, lyric literature uses differ-
ent formal and linguistic features compared to epic and didactic literatures. Most
of these features are present in Razavi poems of Bahar and Garmarodi including
the use of soft rhythms, alliteration with the phonemes “a” and “sh”, interroga-
tive and exclamation sentences, and the use of “I” and “we” pronouns.

2.1. Lyrical approach using interrogative, declarative and exclamatory
sentences:

Usually, there are many questions posed in lyrical literature; rhetorical ques-
tions that don’t need an answer, especially an answer from the person addressed
(Poornamdarian, 2016: 21). This quality has a high frequency in Razavi poems,
and in the examples found in the poems under study, poets have used interroga-
tive sentences for rhetorical purposes.

2. 2. Using the pronouns I and we

This feature also has a high frequency in Razavi poems; because poets usually
express their feelings towards Imam Reza (AS).

3. Indicators of lyrical imagination

Imagination and poetic fantasies are important elements in poetry and poet-
ic expressions and in the creation and processing of lyrical images, which are
usually associated with the use of methods of the semantics, sound and sense
devices (Aghahosseini and Mohammad Ebrahimi, 2017: 20).

3.1. Delicate lyrical comparisons

Most of the similes used by the poet laureate Bahar and Ali Mousavi Garmarodi
are sensational indicated by such images as flower, moon and sun that are the
most frequent ones in Razavi poems. Subtle lyrical metaphor is another feature
that has a wide reflection in Razavi poems, especially in the description of the
personality of Imam Reza (AS).
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3.2. Irony

Irony in Razavi poems of these two poets has a low frequency compared to
other rhetorical devices.

3. 3. Lyrical words and expressions

The high volume of words, expressions and lyrical imagery in Razavi poems
is one of the requirements to express the feeling of sadness or happiness. This
feature can be seen both in the poems of praise and in the panegyrics.

The final result is that Razavi poetry is considered as a part of ritual poetry,
and due to the predominance of personal emotion and feelings in it, it is a part
of lyrical poetry and literature. The analysis of Razavi’s poetry of the poet
laureate Bahar and Mousavi Garmarodi from the point of view of lyrical char-
acteristics showed that most of the features of lyrical literature are present in
the content (emotions) and form (language and imagination) of Razavi poetry
of these two poets; As both poets were affected by the oppressed situation of
Imam Reza (a.s.) in the spiritual and emotional dimension, they wrote tender
and lyrical elegies about these sufferings. Religious celebrations, especially the
birth of Imam Reza (a.s.) is another frequent topic in Razavi poetry of Bahar
and Garmarodi, and this lyrical characteristic is reflected in the form of de-
scriptions of nature, of the beloved, and of the outer and inner features of Imam
(a.s.). Both poets have used the free-flowing and heavy meters and rhythms as
the formal and linguistic features and have used long vowels “a” and consonant
“sh” to induce special feelings and emotions such as happiness and sadness.
Also, the use of interrogative, declarative and exclamatory sentences with spe-
cial rhetorical purposes to convey the desired meaning is another characteristic
that has been widely used in Razavi poems. To express feelings and emotions,
the pronouns “I” and “we” are used more often, because lyrical poetry has a
personal aspect and is a manifestation of the poet’s personal feelings. In the
dimension of imagination and fantasy, metaphor and simile are more frequent
than other literary tropes, and the reason is that metaphor and simile are more
compatible with the lyrical literary genres.
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