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One of the key aspects of Islamic lifestyle is the mode of interaction
among members of society. The concept of “Wilaya” (Guardianship)
possesses the potential to offer a novel design for social communication
systems. The primary focus of this article is to introduce the essence
and hierarchical levels of Wilaya as a foundation for redefining commu-
nication systems across various societal strata.

Organized through a descriptive-analytical methodology, the findings
of this research demonstrate—based on Quranic verses and narrations,
particularly the teachings of Imam al-Rida (as)—that the realization
of believers’ Wilaya serves as a constitutive condition for attaining the
Wilaya of the Infallibles (as). This dimension of Wilaya, which has
hitherto been overlooked in communication and lifestyle studies, re-
veals that one of the indicators of proximity to the Imam is the suc-
cessful establishment of communicative dimensions with fellow Shia
believers.

This principle forms the basis for regulating relationships within fami-
lies and among believers. Unlike Western communication models root-
ed in individualism, indifference, and competition over interests, this
paradigm fosters greater social responsibility among community mem-
bers. Moreover, it facilitates selfless service and affection toward others
without pretense or expectation, imbuing all social interactions with a
sacred and Wilaya-oriented approach.

The innovative contribution of this article lies in its unique perspective
on the concept of Wilaya and its novel application in redesigning life-
style paradigms.
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Introduction

Islamic lifestyle, as one of the pillars of Islamic civilization, is founded upon specific epistemo-
logical, ontological, and axiological principles that stand in contrast to Western lifestyles. One of
the key concepts in Islam that can serve as the basis for designing a social communication system
is “Wilayat” (Guardianship). This article employs a descriptive-analytical method, drawing upon
Quranic verses and narrations—particularly the teachings of Imam Reza (as)—to examine the role
of Wilayat in redefining Islamic lifestyle.

Definition of Wilayat

Linguistically, Wilayat signifies proximity, support, and authority. However, in Islamic terminolo-
gy, it refers to a profound intellectual, emotional, and behavioral bond between humans and:

1. Allah (Divine Wilayat): The alignment of human cognition, inclinations, and actions with divine
will—adopting a theocentric worldview, divine love and aversion as ethical benchmarks, and be-
havior in accordance with God’s commandments.

2. The Infallibles (as) (Wilayat of the Ahl al-Bayt): Harmonizing one’s beliefs, affections, and
conduct with the divinely appointed guides (Prophets and Imams).

3. The Faithful (Wilayat of the Believers): Strengthening unity in thought, emotion, and action
among believers. This entails intellectual coherence, mutual compassion, and synchronized behav-
ior to form an impenetrable front against external corruption.

Believers in a society under divine authority possess a unified and coherent thought based on a
monotheistic worldview. Their hearts are very close to each other, and for this reason, they share
common loves and hates. Similarly, in practice, they act in a unified and coordinated manner with
each other. Any behavior that causes a rift in the front of believers is considered inappropriate
and contrary to divine authority. Such a bond is even stronger than kinship and genetic ties. It is
possible for an individual to benefit from blood and kinship ties but, due to the lack of a true bond
in the realm of thought, inclination, and behavior, not have attained the reality of divine authority.
These three levels of Wilayah (Wilayah of Allah, Wilayah of Divine Guardians, and Wilayah of
Believers) have a vertical, existential connection with each other. This means that the Wilayah of
the guardian (including prophets, imams, and successors) is an existential prerequisite for ascend-
ing to the Wilayah of Allah, and until someone passes the test of the guardian’s Wilayah success-
fully, they will not attain the Wilayah of Allah. To reach the Wilayah of Allah, believers must have
realized the truth of the Wilayah of Divine Guardians in their thoughts, hearts, and behavior. Simi-
larly, reaching the Wilayah of the Imam (peace be upon him) will also pass through the realization
of the Wilayah of Believers. In other words, the Wilayah of Believers is an existential prerequisite
and a condition for the objective realization of the Wilayah of the Imam (peace be upon him), and
until a person has realized the aspects of the Wilayah of Believers, they will not be able to find a
way to the Wilayah of the Imam. This interpretation of Wilayah has been less considered by Shia
thinkers so far. Regardless of the importance of this new perspective, various results are derived
from it in different fields, which are mentioned in this article. In Shia hadiths, including the sayings
of Imam Reza (peace be upon him), numerous phrases indicate this very principle, establishing a
kind of correlation between a believer’s relationship with other believers on the one hand and their
relationship with the Imam on the other. To the extent that success in realizing Wilayah among
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believers is a sign of reaching the Wilayah of the Imam (peace be upon him).

The prerequisite for this perspective is a new attitude in the faithful lifestyle: In this attitude, the
faithful consider serving other faithful as a prelude to their spiritual growth and getting closer to
their Imam. Similarly, a faithful person considers concern for other faithful, respect for them, and
striving for the material and spiritual growth of individuals in society as their duty and does not
demand any wage or reward for doing so. Because they believe that these matters are the ground-
work for their growth. They consider their growth dependent on the growth of others. This attitude
is completely in contrast to the Western lifestyle. The Western lifestyle is based on indifference,
self-interest, and individualism.

Paying attention to this meaning of Wilayah has effects on the social lifestyle: 1. The faithful
individual has not limited the boundary of their existence to their own person and has extended it
to other human beings as well. The theory of Wilayah causes individuals to expand the scope of
their existence from their own existence to other believers; because they have realized that reach-
ing Wilayah of Allah, which is one of the main goals of their creation, passes through the path of
Wilayah of the Infallibles, and the prerequisite for reaching the Wilayah of the Infallibles is the
fulfillment of Wilayah among the believers. As a result, they consider any service and perfection
to others as service to themselves. As a result, they do not see kindness to others as losing their
own interests. This attitude is the opposite of individualism and self-interest in the modern Western
lifestyle.

2. Since they consider the growth of others as their own growth, they are never tired of serving
and respecting the faithful, but rather are eager for it. A community that makes this interpretation
of Wilayah its roadmap, not only does not feel hardship and aversion from serving and respecting
other believers, but rather finds eagerness for it. The more the eagerness and affection of indi-
viduals for their Imam, the more eagerness they find for serving and respecting other believers.
Strengthening this attitude opens a new path in improving the faithful lifestyle. This means that the
intensification of love for the Ahl al-Bayt (peace be upon them) leads to the improvement of rela-
tionships among the faithful at the levels of spouses, family, relatives, and other layers of society.
3. Belief in this aspect of the theory of Wilayah causes the faithful to consider serving and loving
others as a factor in their growth and perfection. The wealth, time, and resources spent on this path
will not be a loss, but rather a gain. For this reason, the faithful have no expectations in return for
their love for others. For example, spouses, family members, society, etc., when loving each other,
the only thing they have in mind is getting closer to the Infallible Imam (peace be upon him) and
attracting divine mercy. The other side of this relationship also considers gratitude towards the
faithful not merely a human matter or a conventional preference, but a factor in their closeness to
the Imam, and based on this, they will have more gratitude towards others. Even if the other party
is negligent in showing gratitude, the other party will not feel discouraged.

Comparing this approach with the self-interested view of Western thought reveals the superiority
of the Islamic attitude. In Western thought, a person does good to others in the hope of receiving
mutual love and respect, and where they are certain that these services will not bring them any
benefit, they will not take such action.

4. They consider indifference towards others as causing distance from God and the Prophet, and
for this reason, cultural and social indifference has no place in Islamic society. All social behaviors
acquire a sacred and divine nature. That is, a person has a divine view in their relationship with
their spouse and children, relatives and kin, colleagues, neighbors, and other segments of society.
This approach also changes the political system. Because the political ruler of society considers
himself spiritually a servant of the community and considers serving them his religious duty. The
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people also consider indifference to cause distance from God and the divine guardians, and for this
reason, they are concerned about cooperating with the political ruler. Their relationship is not like
the relationship between a sultan and his subjects, but like the relationship between two brothers
or two members of one body.
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