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After Jesus (pbuh), deviations arose among his followers and with time her-
esies became stronger. One of these deviations was the belief in the divinity
of Christ. The Quran has clearly rejected this question and the Sunnah has
criticized this corrupt faith wherever it has had the opportunity. Including the
debate of Imam Reza (AS) with the great Christians, whose report was of
course documentary and substantively flawed. This research has documented
the evidence used in the arguments of Imam Reza (AS) in Ahdin to strength-
en this debate, demonstrate the high capacity of Islam against dissenters, and
invalidate the divinity that preachers attempted to spread. The information of
this research was collected according to the library method and the arguments
of the debate in the three axes of worship, miracles and explanation of contra-
dictions, and then documented in the covenants according to the people whose
names were mentioned.

Imam Reza (AS), Jathliq, divinity of Jesus, Ahadin.

Cite this The Author (s): Sahhaf Kashani, M., Nikbin Ravari, A. (2024). Documentation of the debate be-
tween Imam Reza (AS) and Jathliq in Ahdin : Quarterly Scientific Journal of Farhang Razavi. Year 12, Issue 2,
Summer 2024, Serial Number 46 — (43- 64)- DOI:10.22034/farzv.2023.385923.1850.

Publisheder: Unversity of Tehran Press




Documentation of the debate between Imam Reza (AS) and Jathliq in Ahdin 44

Introduction

The history of the church abbot can be traced back to the year 325 AD who
affirmed the divinity of Jesus Christ (peace be upon him). In the Quran, Jesus is
described as a prophet created by God, encouraging Christians to contemplate
and discuss. Centuries later, Imam Reza (peace be upon him) engaged in a debate
with a prominent Christian figure known as “Jathliq”. This dialogue has raised
various questions, prompting this study to investigate the contents of Imam Re-
za’s (peace be upon him) statements in response to “What are the sources behind
the words of Imam Reza (peace be upon him) in Ahdin?”” The aim is to identify
the verses from the Bible that the Holy Prophet pointed out when debating with
notable Christians. Debate is considered a form of argumentation (Jadaal Ah-
san) within Islamic scholarly discourse, used particularly in discussions deemed
acceptable within a certain context (Asadi, 1389: 85). Imam Reza’s (peace be
upon him) dispute with theologians of diverse beliefs and denominations falls
within this category.”Jathliq” represents not an individual’s name, but connotes
areligious and political authority. This title typically denotes the highest-ranking
figure in the Christian hierarchy, consistent with its role in Imam Reza’s (peace
be upon him) debate.The Christian Bible comprises the New Testament and the
Old Testament. According to Christian belief, these scriptures were composed by
numerous prophets or divinely inspired writers between 1500 BC and 100 AD,
guided by the Holy Spirit, and represent the teachings of the prophets in the Old
Testament and the apostles in the New Testament.

According to the narration itself, a portion of the argument occurs in the orig-
inal language of the conflicting parties of Imam Reza (peace be upon him). The
text also contains instances where the Prophet conveys segments of the Torah
in Hebrew. Consequently, it is understandable that the narrator of the argument
may not accurately reproduce quotes in another language. It is customary and
widely accepted to modify proper nouns when translating.Hence, in the afore-
mentioned debate, Elisha may be rendered as Yesa and Luqga as al-Woqa, while
Ezekial can be presented as Ezekiel and Isaiah as Shaiya, among others. From
the Arabic sections of this argument, it seems likely that the narrator or narrators
of this hadith had limited knowledge of religious subjects, particularly the finer
points of Christianity and Judaism. As a result, names and book titles may have
been altered, such as substituting Mark for John. Based on the statements in this
scholarly discourse, it is evident that the debate encompassed more content than
what is currently available. The teachings referenced by Imam Reza (peace be
upon him) exhibit variations with contemporary interpretations, particularly in
their content. As such, it is inaccurate to assume that the teachings from Imam
Reza’s (peace be upon him) era mirror those found in present-day religious texts.
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Therefore, it is imperative to approach the aforementioned discussions not as a
literal, revelation-based text akin to the Qur’an, but rather as interpretations to be
grasped conceptually. Nevertheless, it is still feasible to establish connections
between the teachings attributed to the Prophet regarding the divinity of Jesus
(peace be upon him) and the current Bible. Imam Reza (peace be upon him) is
quoted: “We have no objections to your Jesus, except for his weakness, incapac-
ity, and lack of prayer and fasting.” This assertion challenges the perception of
Jesus as a deity and highlights his human traits. Further dialogue underscores
Jesus’ commitment to fasting and prayer, presenting him as a devout individ-
ual rather than a divine figure. Various verses in the Bible depict Jesus (peace
be upon him) as a devoted worshiper. For instance, Matthew describes Jesus
seeking solitude to pray and fasting for an extended period, indicating his piety
and devotion. The Catholic Church’s teachings affirm Jesus’ performance of re-
ligious rituals, underscoring his religious observance.

John’s account portrays Christ expressing gratitude to God and acknowledg-
ing divine support. Additionally, the Gospels recount instances where Christ
displays distress and petition God for assistance, portraying him as a figure who
turns to God in times of need.

“Miracles as a manifestation of divinity?

Imam Reza (peace be upon him) engaged in a dialogue with Jathliq regarding
the resurrection of the dead performed by Jesus with the permission of God. Jath-
liq asserted that such acts are only possible by God Himself, who is deserving of
worship.Imam (peace be upon him) then provided examples of other individuals,
such as Jesus, Ezekiel, a prophet from Bani Israel, Abraham, and Moses (peace
be upon him), who also performed miracles with God’s permission. Eventually,
Jathliq came to accept this perspective. The miraculous deeds of Jesus can be
found in various passages such as 2 Kings 2:8 and 9, 2 Kings 4:32-36, 2 Kings
13:20-22, 2 Kings 6:8-23, 2 Kings 5:1-19, and Luke 4:27. Similarly, Ezekiel’s
miracles are detailed in Ezekiel 37:1-10, while the miracles of the prophet of the
Israelites can be seen in Daniel 3:1-24 and Daniel 3:25. The miraculous occur-
rences attributed to Abraham are mentioned in Genesis 15:8-21, and the account
of Moses resurrecting 70 thousand people is documented in Exodus 19:10-11,
Exodus 19:21, and Exodus 24:9-11.

The Prophet questioned Jathliq about the testimony of Luke, Mark, John, and
Matthew, to which Jathliq stated that their testimony is acceptable as they are
scholars of the Bible. The Prophet then asked Ma’mun, his family, and others
to be witnesses, which they agreed to. He then swore by the truth of the verses
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contradicting the divinity of Christ. Matthew mentioned that Jesus is the son of
David, son of Ibrahim, son of Ishaq, son of Ya’qub, son of Yehuda, son of Kh-
izron. The lineage of Isa bin Maryam stated that Jesus is the word of God in hu-
man form, while al-Wugqa claimed that Jesus and Mary were human beings filled
with the Holy Spirit. The Prophet inquired about the testimonies of al-Waqa,
Margabus, and Matthew regarding Jesus and his lineage.Imam Reza (peace be
upon him) pointed out discrepancies in the Gospels and suggested that recording
errors may have led to these conflicts. Jathliq’s silence on these contradictions
was seen as evidence supporting this claim.

2-3-2. Documentation

In the narration attributed to the Holy Prophet concerning the genealogy of
Jesus as mentioned in the Gospel of Matthew (Matthew 1:1-3), it is noted that
the corresponding text cited from the Gospel of Mark is not present in Mark’s
Gospel. However, a similar account can be found in the Gospel of John, indi-
cating the possibility of an error in the attribution of the source to Mark instead
of John (John 1:1-2 and 14). Furthermore, the narrative attributed to the Prophet
from the Gospel of Luke does not align precisely with the text in Luke’s Gospel,
nevertheless, a parallel theme is evident in Luke’s Gospel (Luke 1:35), which
also describes Jesus’ birth to Mary in a stable in Bethlehem (Luke 2:7). theme is
evident in Luke’s Gospel (Luke 1:35), which also describes Jesus’ birth to Mary
in a stable in Bethlehem (Luke 2:7).
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