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The pilgrimage to sacred places is considered one of the highest forms of
worship and an exceptional opportunity for the purification of the soul and
the spiritual training of the pilgrim. It also serves as a renewal of the cov-
enant with the divine saints on the path of the sacred goal of monotheism.
Religious studies on pilgrimage indicate that visiting the family of infalli-
bility and purity (peace be upon them) has certain conditions under which
true pilgrimage gains meaning and leads to the growth and advancement of
both the individual and the Islamic community along three axes: self-cul-
tivation, transformation of others, and civilization building. This research
employs a descriptive-analytical method, examining both the documentary
and interpretative aspects of the narration “‘Aarifan bi Haqqih,”)Knowl-
edge of the Rights of the Imam) attributed to Imam Sadiq (peace be upon
him) regarding the pilgrimage to Ali ibn Musa al-Ridha (peace be upon
him), It demonstrates that this narration is sound in terms of its chain of
transmission. To fully comprehend the blessings of visiting the infallible,
one must acquire true knowledge of the Imam. Understanding his rights
entails believing in his obligation to be obeyed, recognizing him as God’s
proof over creation, and acknowledging him as the intermediary of divine
sustenance, among other aspects.

Hadith, Pilgrimage, Imam Reza (peace be upon him), Knowledge of the
Rights of the Imam, Status of the Imam.
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Introduction

In Islamic jurisprudence, pilgrimage (ziyarah) is a devotional act that involves
visiting the holy leaders of the faith or their graves to express affection, respect,
and to gain spiritual blessings. This practice has numerous material and spiritual
benefits, which is why the Imams (peace be upon them) have encouraged their
followers and lovers to engage in this sacred act. Religious and social studies on
pilgrimage show that visiting the Imams (peace be upon them) intersects four
relationships: the bond with the Imam, which results in guardianship (wilayah);
the connection with the believing pilgrims and residents, which yields Islamic
brotherhood; the severing of ties with enemies, which results in disavowal (ba-
ra’at); and the restoration to the realm of human perfection, which leads to guid-
ance and education. Due to its special significance, this devotional act requires
thorough and comprehensive examination to further convince those eager for
pilgrimage. Among the hundreds of narrations in the pure teachings of the Ahl
al-Bayt (peace be upon them) regarding the pilgrimage to Imam Reza (peace
be upon him), there is a famous narration concerning the understanding of the
Imam, derived from the precious words of Imam Sadiq (peace be upon him).
The primary sources of this narration are “Uyun Akhbar al-Ridha” and “Man La
Yahduruhu al-Faqih” by Sheikh Saduq (may God have mercy on him), and other
hadith sources have quoted from these two valuable books. This narration proves
what is meant by the understanding of the Imam’s rights in the pilgrimage to
Imam Reza (peace be upon him) and the ways to attain the promised rewards in
visiting him. Through examining the texts of Imam recognition (ziyarah texts),
we realize that a pilgrim must necessarily grasp the meanings to discover the
intended significance in order to achieve knowledge of the Imam. Here, we have
explored several meanings:

Belief in the Imam’s Obligation to Obey: The first meaning of understanding
the Imam, which is essential for grasping the intended significance, is to follow
the Imam, recognizing him as one whose commands must be obeyed. In the act
of pilgrimage, one must honor the exalted position of the Imamate and follow
the Imam in all social, cultural, political, and intellectual matters, making their
opinions and desires one’s own.

Belief in the Imam as God’s Proof to Creation: One of the fundamental princi-
ples of Imamate and guardianship is the belief in the necessity of having a divine
proof (hujjah) in every era. According to this belief, God has always chosen
worthy individuals as His proofs over the people from the beginning of creation
until the Day of Judgment, and humans will never be free from the need for these
proofs.
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Recognizing the Imam as the Mediator of Divine Sustenance: One of the doc-
trinal foundations for Shia Muslims is the belief that the Imams (peace be upon
them) serve as intermediaries for the sustenance of all beings in the world, and
that God distributes sustenance among His creatures through their blessed pres-
ence. A question may arise in the minds of readers, as the Quran repeatedly states
that providing sustenance is an act exclusive to God, with no one else designated
as a provider: (Hud, 6) “There is no creature on earth but that its sustenance is
due from God, and He knows its dwelling and its resting place...” (Dhariyat,
58) and in other verses of the Holy Quran where God is described solely as the
provider.

Certainty in the Everlasting Life of the Imam: According to the beliefs of the
followers of the esteemed Prophet of Islam (peace be upon him) and the Imams
(peace be upon them), our leaders are not those who have merely taught some-
thing and left behind effects; rather, they are always present and have a special
watchful eye over those seeking the path of truth and virtue. This perspective
regarding the infallibles (peace be upon them) pertains to their sacred and inner
status and is unrelated to the concepts of living or deceased, present or absent.

Recognizing the Imam as the Upholder of Divine Religion: One of the im-
portant missions of the Imams (peace be upon them) in every era is to revive
the Quran and keep the teachings of the Sharia alive by implementing them in
society. After the Prophet Muhammad, the Imam is the explainer of the religion
and the promoter of divine laws. Consequently, according to our Shia belief, the
sayings, actions, and approvals of each Imam hold the same authority as those of
the Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him), and just as the Sunnah of the Mes-
senger of God (peace be upon him) is considered one of the sources for deriving
legal rulings, the Sunnah of the Imam holds the same position.

Belief in the Imam’s Intercession: Intercession means that a creature acts as a
mediator between the Almighty God and other creatures to bring about goodness
and eliminate evil in this world and the Hereafter. Intercession is a firmly estab-
lished belief among Muslims, both Shia and Sunni, with numerous narrations
from the infallibles (peace be upon them) addressing this matter, dispelling any
ambiguity or doubt.

Recognizing the Imam as the Mediator for Forgiving Sins: Among the teach-
ings that pilgrims must pay attention to is that the Imams are intermediaries for
the forgiveness of the sins of the servants.

Belief in the Imam’s Divine Knowledge: One of the prominent characteris-
tics that can be attributed to the Imams (peace be upon them) is their divine
and boundless knowledge, which the pilgrim must adhere to on the path to un-
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derstanding the Imam. In most Islamic sects (such as Shia, Mu’tazila, Ash’ari,
Maturidi, and Zaydi), it is established that one of the necessary conditions for
holding the position of Imamate is mastery over all matters in various areas of
society; because the Imam must, like the esteemed Messenger of Islam (peace be
upon him), possess extensive knowledge and profound awareness to guide and
instruct thepeople, correctly interpret and explain the religion, and manage the
government and society, thereby protecting the dignity of these matters in the
best possible way.

Certainty in the Imam’s Generosity and Divine Grace: The Ahl al-Bayt (peace
be upon them) are the roots of dignity and the providers of the sustenance of ex-
istence, and the conduct and manner of these sacred beings in their interactions
with others is always one of kindness.

Recognizing the Imam as the Best of Creation: The view of Shia theologians
regarding the understanding of the Imam is that the “Imam” must have supe-
riority over other creatures to attain the rank of “Imamate.” Superiority, in the
words of the Imami theologians, is used in two senses: first, superiority in the
attributes of human perfection, such as knowledge, justice, courage, piety, and
similar qualities. This means that the Imam must excel in the characteristics that
are conditions for Imamate. Second, superiority in worship and benefiting from
divine rewards.
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