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By the development of the sociology of religion, pilgrimage as a social re-
ligious activity has also received the attention of social science researchers.
In the phenomenological approach creatively, activists experience the princi-
ple of social action, and this lived experience emerges in the consciousness of
others in an inter-subjective way. This research was conducted with the aim
of understanding the knowledge and understanding of the lived experience of
pilgrims and how to construct the phenomenon of pilgrimage and understand
the meaning of the experience of pilgrimage by paying attention to the in-
ter-subjective sharing of the pilgrims of the shrine of Imam Rida (pbuh) based
on a phenomenological approach. The main technique used in this research is
the interview, and a situation has been created for the pilgrim to describe his
view of the experienced world using his own language and words. Interviews
were conducted based on the religiosity conceptual model of Shojaizand with 5
samples of men with different personality types and the following results were
obtained: Pilgrimage has cognitive, emotional and practical aspects. Pilgrims
in the cognitive dimension seek to gain knowledge about the Imam and recog-
nize the fact that the Imam is a mediator to reach his god; therefore, they pay
attention to the Imam’s kindness towards them. In the emotional dimension,
the pilgrimage brings a sense of peace and humility through individual and
collective worship in the shrine of Imam Rida (pbuh) and the observance of
morals by the pilgrims as much as possible. In the practical aspect, pilgrims
demonstrate their adherence to the law by performing certain rituals and pay-
ing attention to individual and collective tasks.
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Introduction

The city of Mashhad is the most important pilgrimage center in Iran due to the pres-
ence of the royal court of Imam Reza (pbuh), which welcomes many pilgrims from
all over the country and the world every year. Although people offer various motiva-
tions and reasons for choosing their travel destination; But in pilgrimage cities such
as Mashhad, the main reason for traveling is visiting the shrine of the 8th Imam of
Shiites and visiting his shrine. The existence of Hazrat Raza’s (pbuh) holy shrine and
the general desire of pilgrims to visit the holy shrine of Razavi is an issue that should
be further investigated in order to understand the religious beliefs and actions taken
by them, to open the way for the issues related to the actions and reactions of the
pilgrims and Astan Quds Razavi and related institutions. Therefore, it is necessary to
analyze the lived experiences of this enormous capacity of the pilgrim with a more
detailed and deeper look in continuation of the previous research in this field.

What can be inferred from the conceptual models of religiosity from the western
theorists of this field, each of them emphasized a part of the concepts of religiosity.
However, these western models have flaws in terms of being generalizable in the
non-native environment outside of the Christian and modern West, as well as ignor-
ing the rules and adherence to the Sharia, the lack of necessary separation between
the model and the measure, and the lack of sufficient attention to the social dimen-
sion of religion and the non-religiousness of the society. Therefore, the need for a
comprehensive model to measure religiosity and in this research “phenomenolo-
gy of pilgrimage” is felt. Therefore, Alireza Shojaizand’s religiosity measurement
model has been chosen as the theoretical basis of this research. The most important
feature of Shojaeizand’s religiosity measurement model is based on the phenom-
enological content of religion and considering the truth of religiosity, of which
pilgrimage is one of its common examples in all its dimensions and works and
manifestations, as well as based on religious concepts and aspects of Islamic-Ira-
nian religiosity and Iran’s social contexts. It is designed. Shojaeizand believes that
“religiosity has dimensions and components that originate from different aspects
of religion and in turn has a relationship with the dimensions of human existence”
(Shojaeizand, 2004). Therefore, in the model he has presented for measuring reli-
giosity, he has tried to express the logical relationships between these categories on
the one hand, and on the other hand, in addition to “dimensions”, the manifestations
of religiosity such as “works” and its deep “consequences” that are measured are
used to show” (ibid.). In Shujaeizand’s religiosity measurement model, the five di-
mensions of religion are listed as follows: being a believer, being a believer, being
a person of worship, acting morally, being religious (ibid.: 53).

Method
The method used in this research is qualitative and using phenomenological method.
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Qualitative methods mostly deal with the production of argumentative descriptions
and the discovery of meanings and interpretations of social actors (Beliky, 2015:
301). This method allows researchers to tap into participants’ inner experiences,
and discover how meanings are formed through and within culture. In phenomeno-
logical research, the researcher identifies the essence of human experiences about
a phenomenon - as described by the participants in the research. Understanding the
“live experiences” of phenomenology as a kind of philosophy as well as a method
and procedure that requires the study of a small number of subjects (subjects) and in
which the researcher tries to reveal the formed “patterns and semantic relations” by
establishing a close relationship with the participants. (Cresol, 2011: 38). In order to
understand these lived experiences and understand patterns and common semantic
relationships, the seven-step phenomenological method of Aspers has been used in
this research. The choice of this method is that in the seven stages of this method, in
addition to the analysis of the collected data, attention is also paid to their relation-
ship with the evidence in scientific texts and the experimental field of past studies.

Discussion and conclusion

The findings of the research were analyzed based on Groenewald’s text analysis
method, after conducting interviews with 5 men on three levels, the main theme,
clustering of semantic units and semantic units based on the conceptual model
of Shujaizand’s religiosity. First, the semantic units were selected, then clusters
were formed based on the similarities of the semantic units. In order to explain
the mentioned religiosity model, preferably, the main themes of the phenomenon
of pilgrimage were chosen based on the Shujaeizand model in the field of religi-
osity, with exactly the same titles mentioned in the model.

In the phenomenological method, we are looking for the intersubjective com-
monalities of the participants, which in the present research are the intersubjec-
tive commonalities of the pilgrims under the title of general characteristics of the
pilgrimage of Imam Reza (pbuh.), extracting the grade from the commonalities
in the field of pilgrimage customs, emotions and feelings, beliefs, adherence to
Sharia and motivations. The following can be mentioned:

Clusters Semantic unit
Pilgrimage customs Greetings, ablution, reading pilgrimage, reading Quran,
praying

Emotions and feelings Peace and security, humility, devotion
The infallibility of the Imam, the authority of the Imam,
Beliefs being from the family of the Prophet, being a mediator

and intercessor, the Imam’s departure.

Acting according to Sharia Observance, interactions, purity

motivations Only for the purpose of pilgrimage
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The general characteristics of Imam Reza (PBUH) pilgrimage based on the fourth
stage of Groenewald’s definition of semantic units

Clusters Semantic unit

How to perform the | Ghusl, touching the shrine, kissing the shrine, prostration of
pilgrimage ,thanksgiving, saying dhikr, sending blessings

Pilgrimage quantity many time and the amount of stay

Emotions and feelings

of pilgrimage .Crying, feeling ashamed

Seeking a job, needing, the grace of Imam Zaman (pbuh), a

Demands good end, helping others, health

The distinguishing features of Imam Reza (pbuh) pilgrimage based on the fourth
stage of Groenewald’s definition of semantic units

The concept of religious consequence refers to the impact of religiosity on social
relationships and structures, for example, removing gaps and discontinuities and
creating resistance against existing adversities and injustices. The consequence
dimension measures a person’s behavior and actions during and after the act of
pilgrimage.

Central theme Semantic unit
Intuition Self-knowledge, resurrection memory,
Semanticism Humility, forgetfulness, being sought after, mental changes,

lightness of society’s problems

Being moral Care, trying to apply ethics in relationships and interactions

The feeling of helping others, paying attention to the people

Being pious . . .. .
EP around you, paying more attention to religious practices

Consequences of pilgrimage to Imam Reza (pbuh) based on the sixth step of As-
pers’ phenomenology

The results of the present analysis, according to previous researches, clearly show
that the experience of pilgrimage is a spiritual and mystical experience. Pilgrim-
age is a social and religious reality. This phenomenon is effective in strengthening
the religious attitudes of people in the society, depending on the motivation of the
pilgrims, pilgrimage is a multifaceted action that can be emotional, traditional,
valuable and purposeful. The diversity of phenomenology in tourists’ experienc-
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es can be attributed to their different and diverse motivations, which are due to
individual and cultural conditions. Imam (pbuh.) is the center of pilgrims’ pil-
grimage, the knowledge and understanding that pilgrims acquire before and after
performing pilgrimage by reciting supplications and supplications to show more
devotion to Imam (pbuh.) is consistent with the findings of Mohammadi et al.’s
research. The findings of this research show that pilgrimage provides a platform
for pilgrims to connect their love and feelings of affection towards God Almighty
through the mediation of Imam (pbuh.), which Yousefi et al. named as attraction.
Pilgrims’ experience of visiting Imam Reza (PBUH) shows that pilgrims are
often seeking freedom from the constraints of everyday life and escaping from
monotony and seeking to suspend material and worldly affairs and a surreal ex-
perience and to stay away from worldly preoccupations and meditation and reve-
lations. They think about how to cross the boundaries that surround his existence.
This liberation causes self-discovery and changes the person’s mood to the point
where he considers the shrine as a safe place far away from his relatives.
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